F L99944404$4446664656 $4457 63649 64646" 
| WILFULL. 24S 


” 
* 4 - 
9 % % b4 24 
ho 
Sos > * 
i; __ k 7 S Ns 
26 # a - W x * by * + $ 
, 4 B be A 
r a7 2 - - 
ks 2 h > he h ” 
pn 5 y t La” *: 
k ” 
=. i 
EE 
z k wv ., "iſ wy 
be 
5 % Foy 
. : 
-2 


THE GROSSEST FED 
: SELF-MURDER=: 
: All they who arc ouilty, Tf at, - 


apprehended, tried, and condemned? 


oO < - 
|: >—_— 
WE * in theſe SERMONS. PE E/ 3 
«> | 
> Preached at Rochford in Efſex not long >: 
id S$ © 
z before his death, by that able, faithfull, and; 
| NM laborious Miniiler x, Jeſus Chriit Mr Witliam = _ 
bt Fenner B. D. and made publique by one of > oe 
os his unworthy fcllow-labourers. = 
= — >» 
; *# Provel-24,25,% 6. Berauſe 1 hate called, and ye have ref iſed,'T have "5.5 
YP ſeretched out my haad,aad no man regarded: BIRT 
* = my ye hate (ct at naught all my counſell,and would ne of my reproof, S:- Bo 


ey 


| ® John 5.40,42, And ye will not come to me that ye might have life. 
” I am come in my Fathers Naze, and ye receive me not z if another 
RY ſhall come in h's owa name him you will receive. 

Wo ————— —_ 


{ >p1ll aiſo laugh at yorer calamiy,and mock when yuur fea” cometh. 2 ; 5 
$* 


$$ 


Pelle meun Domine miſert-ordie tate eſt de redeundos adit te, What 
oÞ quale eft elle tuum de mca ad te reverſione. Gul. #arife de Gs I 5. 
v3 khetgr. Div.cC. 14, ES 
+ Qn1d azgit liberum arbitrium?Breviter ref Pondeo,ſatuatiar. 
| *% X Bern. de L1b.Aib. & Gr. 
_— Non te'le in ca1i75 efyuon eſſe pretenditur. Sen. 
0 — ea 
} *» LONDON, 
| | 4 Printed for Fohn Rotnmell acthe Signe of rhe Suns? 
> and Fountaine in Pars Church-yard. 160, 


OIL AEEESIALSS 44209404444) $ - 


We Nis 
(5 was”, 


| Tothe i Honourable 
RoBERT R 1cH, Baron of 
Leez inEfſex,and Earl of Warwick, 


Abundance of Spirituall bleſ- 
lings in 7eſus Chriſt. 


_ 


Aul being upon a propheticall 
wing ( for the Lord had poured ao Can 
upon him, not onely an Apoſto- t*) ters 
: | Gcall, but a P ropheticall ſpirit ) doth lible cer- 
foretel} i in the 2 Tim. 3.1. That an FP 
1 the laſt daies bong, times ſha#l 
| come; thoſe who are full of carnal 
; ' elf lbwe and unthank fulneſſe, will 
* much zncreaſe the danger of this laſt 
age of the world (the Lo1d root up 
"all {ach weeds out of our hea te.) 
- God hath I hope given Tour Ho- 
*nour {uch a meaſure of love #the 
wpublique,and ſo aCtve a ſpirit to doe 
d to others,as will help to lefſen 
the danger of theſe evill times. 


A 2 And 


«@ " 4% by 6 
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The Epiltle 
AndI would be > thank fill for 
favours received, that I might not 
be ranked among this diſhonoura- 
ble Catalogue which here Paul ſums | 
up of ſuch as make bad times worſe. 
[tis your Honours happireſſe and | 
advantage ( as it was once laid of | 
the Duke of Guiſe in France, that he * 
aid put obligations «pon all Jehat you | 
can engage very manyza ndamonelt | 
tae relt, | muſt ever acknowicdge | 
my ſelſe one, who 1n one of the 
greateſt turnings of my life, by the F 
260d baxd of God upon me in your. | 
f ee conſent aud Neble bounty have; 
had ſo much comfort, 1n the mea-! 
reſt and dearejt relation, th at I never. 


1,12,6 envied any other, but find ie matter; 


of everlaſting praiſe. to God for by 
goodneſje to my ſelfe therein. And: ? 
being under ſo great obligations, * 
when 1 can produce nothing 0 


#2y own worthy your acceptance ; i 
take. 


% 
# 


I 


Dedicatory. 
take leaye to act the part of a Mid- 
wife to this happy Birth which 

' may call your Honour Father,as will 

| appeare by the following Letter, 
that 1t was ultimitately intended for 

: your ſpiritual advantage;and it were 

- nowakindoft ſacriledge to keepe 

' that holy iſſue from you that is 10 
much your own. It joyes the ſoules | 
of me and many more of your 
| praying ſervants, that they have 
| ſo much occaſcon to \ praiſe their God 

| on your behalf, tor ſo many able 
,.\ and faithtull Minifters of the Gojpell 

* ofthe firſt, ſecond, and third magni- 

| tude,that your prudent,fatherly care 

; bath fixed, where you as Patron, 

2 have been iruſted.. 

: Ohthe many Chariots and Horſe- : ring x3, 
. men of [[rac], that your Noble Fa- ** 
| therand you have brought trium- 
off phantl 'y into Eſſex ( herein you did 
"1! happily Patrizare) the Lord con- 
bs 365, A 3 tinue 


OT IN TOP 
4 , os 


7 n #, 
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The Epiſtle 


tinue the like care to build and re- 


paire his houſe in theſe who ſurvive 
you from Generation to Generation, 


that ſo your Houſe may (till 0: 


honowrably ſupported. 


Eccleſzaſticall Story ſpeakes of. 


one Henricus Auceps, when he did 


EO againſt the Huvgarians, made 
this vow to God, That if the Lord 


would give hin ville againſt his 
Enemte, be would purge his Country 
from Simony , which at this time 
mightily abounded therein. We 
want men of ſuch an hereicall zealous 
diſpoſition in England, 

Oh that all Patrons were more 


| 


| 


mindfull of their high tru$i; then | 


they would not [5 often berray | 


the foules of people by putting ' 


off a friend &c. with a Living to Þ 
{ome unworthy Chaplaine. Doubt- | 


les there 18 ma ny a danmetl creature 


roaring in Hell , curſing cowetons 
Patrons | 


Dedicatory. 
Patroxs as well as unfaithull Pg: 
ors; For whoſe Bloud(in part at 
leaſt) they muſt be accomtable to Pt 4s 
F theFather of ſpirits and Fudge of 
the quick and the dead. A moſt heawy 
reckoxing , when the fins of ſo many oil 
Congregations , to which Patrons are 2 


| | great rea- 
; ding, wh 

acceſſary by ſending rgnorant and Gingwho 
ſcandalous Miniſters among$t. then, ke 


| OO, 
are made theirs; whereas the leaſt of peace ths 
their own ſins unrepented of will aith eats 

\ ſinkethem eternally. * Barchanalis 
% : ; = & Sarur- 
God who 14 faithfull,will not for- nungc. 


5 _ get your labour and coft of lowe to the ned ine 


; truly Reverend man-of God Ma- _ 


2 | fter Hooker (who 3s now ſinging Hal. therfcatt, 
þ ; : oping 

n | klujahs in Heavenly Manſions ) thereby ro 
| os , n < 
; when he was perſecuted by the hens © 


S '* Archi- flamen of Canterbury. He C'rift; ſo 


| were Af- 
A. | awws pL. +b bi- | 
o | will pay abundantly for the prote- fumes 
t- yr and nurſing bis Children, Hels. changed | 
| into Arch. 
re 16.10. prelates and 


//S | I know not how better to ex- Levee 
18k k A 4. preſſe intentions 


Luk.30.42 fr 072 OH 3 Namely,that you would 


Rev. ',20- 
& 2, bo 


* 30 2C- 


know'ed,- 


ed by th: 


Tranflaters 
1n the-CC1:- 


tents <t 


"the ſecons) 


.Chapi:r of 


the K-ve- 
[1t;91e 
They, :t 
ſeems did 
notthink 


theſe A l- 


gels to be 
Prel2tes. 
Qui nelcit 


rare diſcar 


411g gre, 


| I6:4h "OY 


The Epiltle - 
preſſe my deep ſence of your moſt | 
reall favour the comfort whereof 
I daily enjoy) then by taking the 
humble boldneſle to beleech your 
Honour to adde one thing more, 
which indeed is, the unum neceſſa- 
rum , whereby you will gaine that 
better part which ſhall not be taken 


ſtudy and pray that you may walke 


in the light and heat of that glorious 


Goſpell conſtellation (tor Miniſters 


are Startes, andthe Angels of the: 
Churches) which you have endea- 
voured to fix in Tour Orbe. Your 


Honour hath been ſo often at Sea, | 


and there beholding the wonders 
of God in the deep , hawe been tanght 


| 


o—_— "OR - 


to wreſtle with him for mercy. It 15 
an old ſaying, he that would learn 
to pray let him goe to Sea. Belleg 
Heaven with your unwearied im 
portunities, that the Arke of th 
I Goſpell 


Dedicatory. 
Goſpell, which you have provided 


for thouſands may be your owne 
everlaſting SanSiuary. And that 
| 


you feaſting #por their dainties, 
may be fat and flouriſhing mM your 
laſt daies; ſtanding ſtedfaſt in theſe 
; ſhaking times,and immowveable, kee- 
? ping Faith and a good conſcienee, Phi-24.14 
| (which too many having put away 
c concerning Faith, have made Ship- © 
s | mwrack) more and more aboun- » mo 


'S ding in the Worke of the Lord, for | 


Je? aſmuch 4s you know your. labour is 
1- not in vaine inthe Lord, 
ad This through the grace of Chriſt, 
4} ſhall be the earneſt prayer of 
rs bim who is, 
bt My Lord, 

15 Your Honoxrs moſt obliged ſervant, 
» THoMAs HILL. 
g OP TE 
th 


Soros 
Sd 


The Right Worſhiptull my much 


Honoured triend., 
Sir NATHANIEL R1CH. 


Have been often thinking aha; to ſendio you; 
st laſt this Theme which I bave Lately treated of 


Hf yes £;"2 


| in the Pulpit came into my mind; its of infinite | 
11 nſe and neceſſity, and s rrih little examined, cor - ; 
$1 ſidered or layed to heart, yet marvellous neceſſtry for | 
| bumiliation to dll the children of God, and of great 
weight for the making the world guiltl:fſe befure 
Gal T bad thowght to have fent it to my Lord of : 
Warwick for bis ſubciſtve boures; and if you Judge 

| | it profitable,after your peruſall of it ,” to commit it 

bl xnto him from me, you fball dae well. I am ſorry to 
'l beare of ſuch « Worthies fickneſſe or weakneſſe. Now 
Þ 2 Kin1344 Elifha tbe max of God wes fallen ſichgthe wrywords 

| are able to ſtrike through. The Lord {end you bealth 

| aud ftrength,aud ag comfort. and joy ; it is 
! not enely matter of courteſie to prey for ſuch as you 
+ | are, but of debt, and our very neceſſities and duties 
if call for 1t,and mine 'more eſpecially. The Lord be 
| mertifull to me, and to many in raifing you up, and 
make you plenus dierum, end ſerus in column re- 
dire; that's all the hurt that I wifh you; And ſo 7 
commend you tothe word of his power that is able to 
keep you, and reft 

Yours in the Lord Jeſus, 


William FENNERe 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, who 
defireth to hold faſt the form of ſound 


' words in faith and love, which is in 
Chri:t Jefus, and to advance Free- 
Grace above Free-will. 


Mas fo! admirably wiſe and father- 
HK 3 hath been the Lords care of 
k his Churches iz af ages; and 
AN when there were falſe Pro- 
phets u#der the ol4 Teſtament , the Lord 
had his Jeremiahs to confute them, whom tere.1.18. 
he made a defenced City, an Iron pillar, 
and brazen wals againſt all oppoſition. 
When the devill ſtirred « Hymeneus, 
Phi'etus and others, to undermine the 
truths of the Goſpel in the times of the 
new Teſtament ; the Lord raiſed and ac- 
compliſhed his Pauls to confound them alſo. 
You ſhall finde when the Churches of | 
Chriſt are i 4 wilderdeſle condition,:nd 5 T0006 
the Serpent caſts out of his mouth wa. *© 
Ters 4s 4 floud after the woman, that is 
multitudes of nnſonnd and Heretica]] Rev-r2up 
opinions, the earth helped the Woman, and - "EI 
opened her mouth, and ſwallowed the Mr.Meddin 
floud which the Dragosn caf# out of his _—_ | 
mouth - that is, Jeſus Chriſt had thoſe m_ 
| here place. 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
here that did encounter and overthrow all 


falſe DoGtrine, with which the devil Ly 


his agents endeavoured to poyſon and de- 


ſftroy the Churches. Beſides the foure. gene- 
rail Councels, namely, that of Nice, when 

Arrims 4 Presbyter of Alexandria denying 

1 About | jo a. 
eAD.330. that the Soune of God Was COR) ubſtantiall 
under Con- with the Father, aud that therewas a time 


4 go when he was not, was confuted, and truth 

vin. obtained avidory there, God ſtirring up 
many l:arned men to oppoſe him. 

2Abeu Andinthe ſecond, that of Conſtanti- 

an—— nople,when there was a Macedonius who 

dopus, Called the Holy Ghoſt a creature, many 


were able by the power of truth to conſound 
hints. | 
AboutsA, A114 the third, when a Neſtorius who de- 
D.490. nyed that the Virgin Mary could be called 
under The 2 he other of God, providence ordered it ſo 


08/445 th 
m_— not that then a councell of learned Biſhops and 


SrrteS-, Elders at Epheſus , ſhould Llaft that opi- 
mG. Mom. And when an Eatiches (who in a 
x©>-. : : 

About 4. different way from Neſtorius, who denyed 
TY the perſonall Union of two Natnres in 
- 5 Chriſt ) would have the immenſity of the 
Culcedm. Divine nature in Chriſt , that there was 
onely the Divine nature in him, another 
councell at Calcedon overthrew his:. 

God had variety of champions to conteſt 
with the moſt ſubtill and prevailing adver- 


Cent. 3. 
aries; 


4-45 944 <a; IT > y : 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
fſariersfrom hand to hand: particularly when 
there was Manes & Manichzi who rejed- 
ed the old Teſtament , and affirmed that 
man feil not by voluntary deſeFion, but of 
weceſſity, becauſe mans body was made of 
the prince of darknefe (wherewith Auſtin 
was levened before his converſion ) The 
Lord had Chryſoſtome and others to hin- 
der the ſpreading and prevailing of it. 
When there was an Arrius, whodenied 
the Divinity of Chriſt, there ſhould be an 
Athanaſius raz/ed to :verthrow him. 
Ilhen a Macedonins to eppoſe the Holy Cene.s. 
Ghoſt,then a Baſt] to break him. Dompſterus 
When a Pelagins to'advance Free- Rk 
w1ll into the Throneof Free-grace, ihem die quoulle 
God would raiſe up an Auſtine, ( that '* Agha * 
great light of the Church in his time) to j,u na. 
depoſe that.and to reſt ore this toits crown 11 mundo 
anddignity. © on Ecckfe 
This Pelagins was born 1n Britaine jumen Au- 
the ſame day 'that Auſtin. in Aﬀrick ; guitinum- 
he was the firſt preſumptuous advan- _ 
cer of the pride of Free-will. He did not Abou A. 
think the grace of God to be neceſſary > 418 
for the helping of Free-will, for good 
things in every at. This ras condemned 
in the councell of Carthage, wherein 
indeed to ſame himſelf he did «quivocate 
in the word grace, acknowledging a Noe, 
| ___naturall 


Cent.4« 


PE ee eee ret ean———o——_ . 
i IE ETC" ments 
- ———_— —————>——— me 
-— _—_ —— = 


ns = 1s ( mol ſabtil! adverſary) a Biſhop who 
lene diſ- Jig cloſely defend Pelagianiſm in twoBooks 
_—_— of Free-will;The Church ſhould have a Ful- 
his anſwer gentius, ad Petrus Diaconus, ard others 


ro the Te- ; 
fre by. Foop poſe him. Tea ſentence was there gives 


lenge. 42aiſt Pelagius and Semi-pelagians, in 


PL” 


TotheChriftian Reader. 


naturall,az exciting, and after converſs, 
an alliſting grace. This Do&rine was like- 
wiſe condemned in the Synod of Paleſti- 
Damm BA, 1200 Yeers ago, and therein Arminia” 
anrequam riſen kild beſore it was born by the ſtrength 
ary ba eo of that place. 2 Tim,1.9. 
This. Pelagius had hzs Scholers, Julia- 
nus and Cxleſtinus. Feſas Chriſt would 
121 then leave Auſtin without ſome Diſcis 
ples to confli& with thoſe( as Chryfoltome 
had his Oecumenius , and TheophylaQt 
his Pediſlequi, his foZowers ) /o was there 
a Proſper, and Hilary Arclatenfis, to 
encounter the old Maſſilians , and Semi- 
Vile lear- pelagians in France. 
ned Arch-88= And when there was a Faulſtus Regien- 


the councell of Orange. 7n the generall, 
that thezy opinions tonching tree- wil and 
free-grace, were nut agreeable to the 
Catholique faith. 

Further, about the yeer 850 one Johin- 
nes Scotus ( vt he which wrote upon the 
Sentences, with ſo much oppeſition againſt 
Thomas Aquinas, but another ) wrote a 
Book 


- —_—  — 2 mer wa 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
Book againſt Predeſtination, which the 
Charch of Leyden confuted with 4 godty 
aud learned book. Ol. 

. When Godeſcalcus a man of the Low- 
Countries is reckoned in the number of this 
age,about the yeer of our Lord gg. becanſe 
he ſpake of Predeſtinalion perilouſly,to wit, 
That thoſe who were predeſtinated to 
life by the decree of Gods predeſting- 
tion, were forced todo well: and thoſe 
who were predeſimated tocondemna- 
tion, were forced by thedecreeof God 
todoevill, was refified by Hincmarus 
a&d other learned men. \ 

This infeFions crronur Pelagianiſme 


ſpread into England, where it was apt te 


take the deeper rooting, becauſe Pelagius 
himſelfe by birth »» 45 a Bretiazne: But the 


| Lord raiſed learned Bradwardine, Arch- 


biſhop ef Canterbury ad ſoxe others to 
appear in the cauſe of God of free-grace, 
and to fortifie the Churches againſt af 
Pelagians, whom Auguſtin calls Inimicos 
gratiz del; a»dFulgentius, Vaſa irx deL 

Afterwards the ſubtilty of the Serpent 
inſinuated himfelf into the Garden of the 
Charch by the wit and learning of F auſtus 
Sacinus ( aother Infauſtus Fauſtus i» 


| Poland; ) They who have opportunity to 


confalt Soctaus books de Miniſterio, and 
by the 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
the Catechiſmus Cracovienſis ( « of? 
ſubtill and danger ous book) ſhall find there 
the ſeeds of Arminianiſm, their Helena, 
there to be conceived (however Molina and 
other Popiſh Authours contend as once the 
ſeven Cities did whoſe Homer was) their 
Media Scientia. They will grant a Divina 
Praſcientia, bat deny decretum'Divi- 
num fo paſſe wpon all things, leaving the 
'F will to it ſelfe to produce its own aG&s, 
| which indeed is noleſſe then a degree of 
; Atheiſme, ſetting up the ſecond canſe into 
the Throne of the firſk= Herein,and in'di- 
verſe other things the Arminians doe tread 
in their fteps, as will appeare to thoſe who 
P:lrim Examine Peltzius hzs book,the Harmony 
fl his bz:- of the Socinian and Arminians DoGrin. 
[ » w qa 4 Twiſh that book were in Engliſh; it would 
i Armin, taake any bluſh now adaies to ſee how in- 
Note. cogitantly'(- T hope that is the worſt in 
| many) they have runne themſelves into 
| the Tents of Socinians and Arminiane, 
\N and: know not now how henourably to-re- 
Ni treat. 
About the yeere 1 570. when Petrus 
i Baro a French man, had infeded Cam- 
*_ bridge:with that diſeaſe ſrom France,(yeu 
| ſee ſpirituall a5 well as bodily evils have 
l Vide'Mr." co2e from France) 4nd one Mr.Barret, 
mor Anti. pho acted concurrently with him o but 
armin, >” 7 
FI. em 


 ſoveraign antidote to his Church in 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
then God giving the Heads of Colledges 

with the Vicechancellor a prndernt zeal to 

oppoſe it, they ſent up Dr. Tindall and Dr. 
Whitaker, to complaine to Archbiſhop 
Whitgift, which begot that Uſefull Book *Sonne af 
of Articuli Lambethani. * ter this 


| | : jovtnic Drs 
The Leaveis came then into the Nether Whirakers : 


lands,ad (as learned King James ſaith) blefled foul 


Arminius was the firſt that infe&ted **'vn<d to 
her eternall 


Leyden with the Pelagtan Hereſie * He rc8, having 


WA5 4 flrong,and clear parted man;an as it not long 


is ſaid of Origen, Ubi bene,nemo melijus: jc 


ubi male nemo peJus. ſs there are ſome ex- ble concio 


ceBent diſcourſes in his Works,andothers _ 
4s deſperately oppoſite to the Covenant called his ' 


of Grace, ſnattering all the links of the gol- Cenea 


; C Cartio) diſ- 
den chaine of our ſalvation , which 3s the — woo 


great evill of Arminianiſme. From 4 confured 


that he would be a wery uſefull, or moſt per- 750-50 


nicious inſtrument in the Church of Chriſt, niſme 


By this Janius (when the Lord hadcon- oe 
- . o agie 
verted him from Atheiſme, by reading anne of 


the beginning of the firſt Chapter of the called He- 


Goſpell of 79h», wherein he ſaw ſuch 7142: 


majeſty, that he thought that the Lord did face to his 


T” e 1th Pelag. Red. 
therein, detonare ab alto )#2e Lord gave « 7m p 
: ; caſ-Conſc. 
thoſe parts , againſt the infeFion of Ar- lmiw & 


young ſtudient 5 nm iy Yet of him, the chiefe 


Who beth 
aA FDal inan year, 


| minianiſme. As about the ſame time, by NY 


_— a ——_ a.6. a yo —_ s 
ES IRSIHIE> Done r IA pa tn > __ m_—_ Ap—_ = 
2 _ —_— —— —— m_ » = Inoe co —— 


| —_ — ——— 


Pn ere gs. <a —res 
—_ vo -_ 


Nout:s 


As the 


name Pro- 


ceſtants. 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


that glorious light , Mr Perkins, 10 Eng- 
land, whom the Lord made a Malleus 
both of Papiſts and Arminians, and by 
morecleare & condeſcending diſcove- 
ries of Chriſt , made the deep myſteries 
of ſpeculative,& the heavenly ſecrets of 
practicall Divinity, to meet in the Pul- 
pit; and all this in alittle time z (for hee 
lived but about 44 Yeares, being borne 
(zi fallor)in the firſt and dyed inthe laſt 
of Queen Elizabeths reigne. Oh how 
much did hein alittle time 2 

But ſtill the Devil will be caſting weeds 
znto Chriſts garden, picking up thoſe that 
have been rooted out , and throwing them 
over the wall againe. 

Now he made uſe of Barnevil) zz Holland, 
io bring Religion to ſerve State purpoſes, 
and ſo carried on the Arminian deſegne 


that( for there 3« theprimum movens)ow 


came to be reduced to five Articles, which | 


begate the conference at Hage,betwixt both 


parti:s 5 which is reported both by Brandi- I, 


us, a4 Bertius, 


monſtrants,' & the z252e Proteſtant had 


xi-eafirſt forrerly, Wherexpon Dy Ames(once Fel- 


CCS IrEC 


to The prin- low: of Chriſts Colledge 1Q Cambridge, 
MY 


| 
" 


there. Theſe differences about tho power of | 
Free-will, and ſuch things as hang upon | 


About this time came np the name of Re- | 


, 
s 


l, | ſity of calling a Synod, which God gave 


to the cane of Chriſt (which ſhould make 
| others bluſh to move fo heavily inaſ- 
| ſerting the Doctrine of Free-grace ) bc 
fore we con!d underſtand what the Anti>re- 
| zronſtrants inthe Synod at Dort fully in- 
| tended, we had from the Remonſtrants Acta 
| Synodalia, a Book inaced that required an 
| Ames to anſwer it (which he hath done 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
but in Dr Charyes time then Maſter of Cities of 


that place, it grew too hot for him, hee not Germanie 
lvinv w3 - .o Char ſought 
complying with the preſent Ceremomes, 


and having Preached a Sermon at the Uni- ——_ 
verſiry Church againſt playing at Cards = * 
which would not then be born ) was by 2.1549. & 
the diſpoſing hand of Divine Providence from them 
carryed into thoſe parts,where (as the Au- ny erg 
ſtine of that time and place)he did graple Countries 
with all the Patrons of Freewill. And as an m—_—_ 
A ppendix to that cor ference at Hage, (45 zt ay wy 
is ſet forth by Brandius)writ that moſt ex- 

ceBent book of his Coronis. But ſti} Armi- 
nius bis diſciples aFed to their utmoſt; Bers 


tius, Gre vinconius, and others ſo diſtra- 


Fed thoſe Churches, that there was a neceſ> 


Synod of 
Dert, As D; 
1618. 


them as a happy remedy, An. Dom. 1618. 
Oh the unwearied ativity of adverſaries 


moſt learnedly,where you have Magnum in 
Parvo, a great ſoule ina little body, 4 
oreat deale of formeina little matter(,s 
D232 ins 
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in his Bellarminus enervatus) that being . 
dene by the Fraternity with concurrent in- 
d:avours and quinteſſence of the beſt wits . 
a4Hmene ſt the Remonſtrants, D, 
About the yeare 1627. Mr. Montague 4 
man of great learning, and being backed by 
the thez potent D. of Buckingham, opexed 
his Arminian (and Thad almoſt ſaid Po- 
piſh) pack, when the Lord uſed Biſhop 
Carleton, Do@or Featly, D-@or Preſton, . 
andothers, as happy Inſtruments to dl- 
cover hi- adulterate wares. 
L ately there ſprung up a new broode of 
ſuch us did aſſert Arminianiſme, 4s Dutc 
Tompſon fe#ow of Clare-Hall, Mr. Will. 
Chappel feZow of Chriſts Coll. (as the ma- 
ny Pupills that were Arminianiz.under his 
tuition(whe'her by him or no,hebeſt knows) 
but ren are more confirmed in their ſuſpiti- 
on hereof. ſince they heard of his anſwerable 
ef ings inthe Univerſity in Trel. but ſtill 
4 in Oxford , when there was any danger 
of ſpreading Arms. whether in AF s,Books, 
or Sermons, they had there Robert Abbor, 
T wifle, Prideaux, &- other works to ſup= | 
preſſe thems So in Cambridge God gave ws | 
lately Davenant & Ward, who did viGo- | 
rienſly enter the liſts withthe moſt c5hdent 
zdverſaries of Freegrace. And that bitter 


weeds cenld never take deepa rooting in any 
of 
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of theſe three kingd. and thrive very fruit< 
Jully ;, There was in Ireland a moſt learned 
Arch- Aiſbop Uſher to cruſh it there, And a 


mighty man in theſe Controverſies, DoGor Who were 


T wille( another Auſtine) to ſuppreſſe it in 
England. As learned&* induſtrious M.Ru- 
therford and others have done their paris 
ſucceſſefully in Scotland. Byt alas Armini- 
us r9w appears among ſt us not ſo much in 
the Schooles and Pulpits , 45 ix popular 
meetings. | | 
For 4s Lanchius complained with much 
regret of the Sulteran Ubiquitaries, that 
he found them ubique , every where tovex 
aud moleſt him, ſo maywe grieve,(0 that we 
could with brokenneſſe of heart bewaile it) 
that our Univerſalilts, are almoſt univer- 
ſally ſpread amongſt us >; It is gotten into 
our Netherlands,»wnch into the fenniſh &* 
zmooriſh parts of this kingdom, yea amove ſt 
many people that love Ieſus Chriſt & there- 
fore entertaine it, as conceivins «it moſt for 
his Hoxour (the more are they to be pittied, 
and to be inſtruGed with a ſpirit of meeke- 
neſſe 5; ſhew them by Scripture evidence this 
is not Gods way of advancing Chriſt , and 
you recover them) it is now in popular 
hands, we need ſuch worthies as the 
Author of this following Treatiſe (bleſ* 
ſed be the Father of mercy, the Foun=- 
taine 


aftra prime 
magnimdi- 
Nhe 


2 Tim. 2- 
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taine of every good and perſe(# gift, fer his 
and many others fruitfull labours)who tray 
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condeſcend to parley with poor Chriſtrans 
at their Tables, in. their ſhops, #0 follow 
tbezs at the plow({ as Reogrend Mr-Greeti- 
ham was wort to do)endeauouring ta ref. 
fie andreduce them. + p10 


$foy ns He knew how to'deale wiſely with ſubtile 
zo» adverſaries, that ke might have the more 


KR yualuas advantage againſt ther ; grants ther 4s 


much as he could with conſiſtency to his 
own principles, that ſo he might the more 
eaſily confound theirs 5:oncly you will be ſo 
candid as to confider that herein he ſpeakes 
ad populum; And therefore as the ancir 
ent Fathers, ofteis uſeth the liberty of ſpea- 
hinglikea Preacher rather then 4s a Do&@or 
of the Chaire. 
Treckon this a_very ſtrang argument to 
con/ute the power of Freew1ll to any ſpi- 
rituall action in a gratious manner , the 


Jer.17 9 wofull experience of mine own wretched 
heart, being nattrally ſo deſperately wic- 
Notes bed, oppeſcte to any ſpiritual good;But this 


will not convince others (onely by the way 

T would know how it comes topaſſe, tt Ar- 

minius Doctrine. be true, that we have 

Freewill, to chooſe that which is truly 
good, why Arminians are not all very 
good men ? Will wot this be an aggravati- 
018 
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on againſt them at the dreadfull day of 

Judeement © 
Therefore the Lord is moſt admirably gr, 

grations in giving 4s ſuch Maſters of the 11. 
Aſſemblies to faſten ſuch Scripturetruths 

45 may hold ws faſt and cloſe under the 
Covenant of Grace. 

Hewas a blelling to the Colledge where 

he was fellow of Pembrook Hall i» Cam- 
bridge (which hath been a fruitfull nurcery 

fo this Church,and an Ornament fo the U- Toh. 35. 
niverſity) and after a burning and ſhin- 
ing light 7 Staffordſhire 5 He delighted 
much in preaching in an Evangelicall 
way, fromplace toplace, as pittying many 
poor Pining ſeduced ſoules zrder blinde 
and ſuperſtitious Miniſters. The Lord fill 
their hearts, with compeſſion to them, who 
have power in their hands to ſupply then, 
that ſo millions do not periſh for want of 
viſion. | | : 

Afterwards thenoble Earl of Warwick 


fixed hims at Rochford in Eſſex , where he 


did ſpeak & do great things to the honor 
of Free Grace; He lived there more by a> 
ing vigorouſly to his great Lord and W 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, 7 a few years, ther; __ 
moſt of us his Brethres doin many. Ioqui 14g 4 

O that we who areleftt behinde in theſe _—_— ">a 
conflitine timer,couldamore punTually and 0 OS 

| | cloſely E-.l. 


 TotheChriſtian Reader, 
eloſely follow his example 3 Jt #s not ſtur 
aying the groundleſſe fopperies of Pope- 
ry, nor the immerſing our minds wholy in- 
to ſome dry diſputes concerning ſome ex- 
ternalls and formes abext Religion, (as 
too many do now a dayes being engaged in a 
party) that will ſpiritualize # or our 
hearts /o much as Studying ana Preach- 
ing over the Covenant of Gyacez The my» 
fteriows and heaventy ſecrets af the Goſpel 
rightly opened and wiſely applyed, will by 
Gods bl:ſſins breed a Goſpell ſpirit 7 
thee, leave a gratious tincture por the 
ſpirits of Teachers and Hearers; whereas 
poſſebly for want ofthis, there may be ale- 
gall tartneile aud ſeverity 7# the Spirits 
and T ongues of able and good men. 

The gratious and pewerfull Lord who 
onely teacheth to profit, annoynt all his 
Saints with that holy un@ion that they may 
be able to diſcern of things that differ, 
clearly to diſtinguiſh betwixt iruth auder- 
ror. And that he may to this andother 
happy purpoſes, bleſſe abundantly this ſa- 
wourly acute and ſolid Treatiſe 9 ſhall be the 
earneſt Prazer of him, | 


Who 1s thinein and for 
the Lord Teſws. 


THomMas Hill. 
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Contents. | 
T He: reaſon rpby tbe wicked doe nat repent noy 1 DoT. 


come ont of their ſius , 14 not becawſe they 
. cannot (though they cannot) but becauſe 


ibey will not, Pape 8. 
7 Demonſtrations toprove it, 1 Demon. 
The wicked think they bave power to repent, but will : 
20t ds according to their thoughts, ibid. 
They will not try wbetber they can repent or no, p.9 2 
They refuſe the belp which God fer them, p.10 3 
They will not uſe the power which God hath given 4 
them, p-IL 
They grow worſe by the meanes affarded them, p.13 = 
L heir cannot 35 voluntary, WE P-14 Fol 
They are content with their cauxot, 15 | 
The firſt ground of the Dodtrine. 


Every man can do more good then be doth, and ſbus * Gr ound : 


more evill then he dath, P-19 
This appears by theſe following 
conſiderations. 
Tf a man can de no mare then be doth ; nothing can 1 Conſid. 
bindes bim,but bis-will, wid. . -. 
Tf a man can do no mare then be does , andyet will © > 
not,h: muſt needs voluntarily binder bimſelf from 


doing that which he canzot, P. 18 2 
1f a man will not do that be can , neither will be 
that which he cannot, if be could, p19 
Tfe man will not do that be can , ean or cannot, 4 


ll 


1 Part. 


2 Part. 


2 Ground. Every wicked man is feethfull and negligent, ; 1 


The Table. 
41 is one tobimgall ſticks at his will, . p.20 
If s man will not doe that shich he can, this will 
make a mans conſcience when tt comes to ſpeage 

in ſober ſadneſſe, thanke bimſeife for bis periſb- 
Ing. SS LSS, P-21 
Argaments to prove the firſt ground , P-22 
Becauſe God doth complaine «zainft the wick;d for 
the voluntary doing no more good then they Fo 

| thi 

Becarſe otherwiſe there were 10 room ſor praiſe . nor 
diſpr aife, | p23 
Becauſe there wowld be no reome for the Sword »f the 
Magiſtrate, > P24 
Brc2uſe though a carnal man carn" put off the old 
man, yet it 1s nothis nature to commi: thu ſunne at 

_ this time andin this manner, ibid, 
A wiched mu can ds moregi0d, &:. Bocauſe a 
godly regenerare man may aveidc more ſinnetoen 
be dith,, © "oh 

The ground further proved by Particulars. 
The will hath dominion over all the outward acts of 
the members, tn, 2 P-26 
Every man bath naturall affections in him by 
which he may doe more then be doth, and ſhun 
more evill then be doth,” : PET: | 
God hath given to every man naturall counſel, and | 
naturall Reaſon and Prudence, "P.30 * 

wurall, ani after- | 


> 2 


Thatis firſt in order which i; nat 
wards that which is ſpirituall, and if a man ſtick | 
thereghe ſticks at' a will-not, \p-31 | 

The ſecond Ground. | 7 


P34 |» 
Five | 


) 


The Table. 


Five demonſtrations to prove its 

Every wicked mas doth imagine more cennots, then 1 Demon. 
then there be, P-35 

He makes every little difficulty a cannot, when as 2 
notbing but an impoſſibility is @ cannot, p36 

A ſloth you man turns bis very abilities into cannots 3 


P37 
He with volumearily naile bimſelf unto cannots,p.3 ; 4 
He putteth forth by halves that power which be bath, 5 


p-39 
Toere 4s more in a wicked man thes by reaſon of Concluſi. 


ſug giſpneſſe be pntteth forth, P+40 
Six Arguments to prove thiss 
It a ſigne it # inhim , P40 


Becauſe when God doth convert a finzer, be doth x Argu. 
' wot put in new powers and faculties into the _ 
IDIA- 
Beeauſe bee can ſhew « great power otherwiſe, 2 
41 
Becauſe be ean ſhew it 200 when he liſt, b 42 
Bee ruſe the rod is able to whip is out of bir, p.43 
Becauſe be ear do an bundred times mere when be is 
pleaſed, p-44 
Becauſe he will ſhew 3 it in Hell, viz. That it was in 
bim to do meorethen be did, P-45 
A wicked man will not ſet bimſelfe to uſe all the 2 Ground. 


means that be may, 


0} wish w 


P43 
| A wicked man may uſe the means that God appoin- Demonſt. 


ted as meaner, pP.52 


| Becanſe 'tis the very nature of means to come between 1 Ar Bibs 


ones can and by cannet, ibid. 


| Becauſe God doth not exhort men like a company of 2 


ſtocks and ſtoner, but as men that are edifeable by 
bis words, Ne 
Bee 
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I Reaf. 
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Be:auſe Gods anger ts very reaſmable, P:54- 

Becauſe Gods offer of bis kingdome to the wicked is 
 ſeriows, P-55 

Becauſe Gods reproefes are very equall, p-56 

Hs cond:eznation muſt be wilfull , that will not uſe 
all the, meanes, | p57 

 _ Provedby three Arguments. 

God will net. help that man by a miracle to goe that 
hath Legs to go, and will not, bid, 

God will not bate 4 farthing of the price he ſets thee 


at, . P-59 
God will never by brought oxt of bis walk to bew 
thee any mrcy, or give thee any grace. p.60 
Gods Kingdom cannut be ebtained without s _ 
gent uſe of the means, 3 
ad Reaſons of ie. F 
Becauſe heaven is an end, and an end can never be 
gotterr without means, -- ' Ibid. 
God bath annexedit ts the means, _ ibid. 


Every ſoule muſt give an account before God hovy be 
bath uſed the meanes, - p63 
©od will not ſet up another doore into beaven for any 
. 14n in the world, ibid, 
Further profes; and encouragements to 
uſe the, meanes. 
Some of the. meanes that God bath appointed, © 
may d»them without labour, P.64. 
Some.of th: m:anes that God bath appointed are ea- 
ſer then them, - ibid. 
Some of the meanes.are eaſier Jet, ibid. 
Some of the meanes of grace, its barder f0 omit them 
then to uſe them,... ._ '- p65 
Some of the meanes of graces be they bard, yet tbey are 


but bard, they are nat impoſſible for you towſs, P.65 | 
Obe | 
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The Table. 
_ -- Objetions. © ©; + | 
The firſt Objeftions drawn from the Scriptures 1 Object. 
which ſay thee cannot, 2 
The Scripture Speaks of five cannots, 1.0f a naturall Anſio. 
cannot 2. Of a delibrate cannot, 3. Of 8 judicial 
cannot. 4. Of a compounded cannot,5 .of a bumbling 
taunt. | 
Thou wobldſt (as thou pretendeſt) but thou canſt not. 2 0bjed. 
Perhaps its the will of thy conſcience, and not the wil An ſry. 
of thy beart. 2. May be its a copulative will, Re. 
pentance and ſome luſt,godlines and ſome luſt. 3. 
May be thou baſt a woulding will, this is no will 
but onely a welleity,q. May be thou haſt a generall 
Hetaphy ſrcall wil ;but ts come to particulars, there 
thou wilt nat. 5. Thou baſt no true n#'l,becauſe if 
thon didft wil, thou couldſt. P.71 
Thou deſireſt to ds it, but art not able, 
Who can tell beſt what 3s #n thee, God or thine owne 3 O5jed. 
beart £ Anſw. 
But the reaſon of this miſtake is, 1. Thou haſt puta- | 
tive or thinking d:ſires, thou think ſt thou deſireſts 
2. Thou baſt ignorant deſires, 3 Thou haſt wander- 
ing deſires, and therefore thou art miſtaken , p77 
Thou reſolveſt and haſt good purpoſes but oh thow | THe 
canſt not performe them, ng Ye, 
Theſe purpiſes thou fpeakeſt of are only willing, for Anſww. 
tbe future. 1 Becauſe its only to ſhuffle of the willing 
for the preſent, 2. Thu will for bereafter 5 no will, 
becauſe its goes without Gods. 2. Itis no will, be- 
cauſe thou ſhalt miſſe thoſe ſuppoſitions that thou 
willeſt upon. | 
Firft, thou ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt have fewer temptati- 
ons hereafter, 2. Thou ſuppoſeft thou ſbalt be fitter 
hereafter. 3. Thy will fer hereafter 1s no will bat 2 


mockerye Thu 
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5 Object. T bou labenreſt to ſerve God and to be ſaved. 
Anſw. I; it this labour for grace and heaven, when thou I- 
boreſt ſo idlely? wherefore thy impenitency # wilful, 
thy damnation wilfub,eud thy ruine wilfull p.831 
Hence alſo it follawes, 1. That your defiruction is 
from ſelf, 2. Your deſtruTian is jaft, 3. Tour de- 
ftruTtjon us inexcuſable. 4. Tour deſtruition 
wnavoydable, 5. Tour defirution 1s pittileſſe, 
6. Tour deſtrution is grievout, PeSI 
Application. _ 
Thou canſt never be bumble unleſſe thou believe this 
truth; a man is never humbled as long «s be excuſes 


84 


Uſe r. 
Of In: 
ftirution. binſeife.Now P 
i Excuſe. Firſt, thou excaſeſt thy ſelfe for al Trenſgreſſi 
beſides original, ibid. 

2 Excuſc. Now thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe from original ſinne 100; 
Lord I would be withent ſin, bat F cannot, p.$5 

3 Excuſe. Nay thou encuſeſt thy ſelfe for every fin : rhoutakeſt 
all tby ſens to be nothing but infirmities, p.$6 
4 Excuſe. Nay thou commendeſt thy ſelfe more then Gad, p.87 
5 Excuſe. Nay thou canft not ſo much as pray to God for a will: 
thou art ſo proud that thou conceiveſt thou haſ 

that already, - p88 

6 Excuſe. Nay thou layſt all the blame upon God, _ P-89 
1 Demon. Firſt,becauſe you caft the blame upon nature, its my 
nature, and I cannot, thid. 

2 Demon= Secondly, thou doſt caſt the blame upon temptationg, 
ts my bard bap to fall upon temptations, p.90 

3 Demon. Thirdly , thou loyeft the blame upon: the Times, the 
_ times arevery bad, P91 

4 Demon. Fonribly, thou layeft the blame upon this Command- 
ment. If it were any Commandement but this, I 

world do it, ibid. 
5 Demon. Fifibly, theu layeft the blame upon iÞ fortune, _ 

b 
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bad Fucks P-92 
Nay, fixthly thox findeſt fault with all Gods pro” 6 Demon. 
ceeding , p-94 


This diſ:owers the deceitfulneſſe of thy beard, p.95 21 ſe 
Firſt, thou wouldſt very faine , if God would enable 
thee : but thy beart does but here lie unts God, ibid. 
Secondly,hereby thou dedgeſi with God, and tempieſi 


the Lord, p.96 
Thirdly, hereby thou foyffft iff the word, when thou 

baft beard it, | ibid. 
This point cals for great bumiliatzon ; for Uſe 3. 
1 Here lies eſpecially the pride of the beart , not in 

mens canzots,but their will nots, ibid. 


2 Herelies eſpecially the hardning of the heart, p. 98 
3 Here lies efpectally the ſtubborxes of the heart, ib. 
4 Here lies the greateſt deſpiſings of the Gommande- 
ments of God, _ P-99Ue4. 
To quicken the than} fulneſſe of the godly, iid. Uſe 5. 
A ſeaſenable Jtem 19 all Rebellious ſpirits, p-100 x Conſid. 
1 11 3t not enough that thou baft willingly follen in 
Adamgbut thau muſt willingly ftand out again?tox 
2 Conſider the very Saints of God that bave not 
balfe ſo many will-nots « yas , that ſtick more ,, Cone. 
traly at a cimmot, Ib, 
3 Conſider the more ſhamefull ones ſin is, the more 3 Confid. 
reaſun to be bumbied, £.202---: 
Nay fourthly, conſider there's no great foame then , Conf. 
to make away ones ſelf, .: oh 
5 Confitler if you would but vex your own ſoule with 5 Conſe. 
tbis ſerious conſideration , it would make you kick 
your luſi s under foot, p.103 
The danger of baſe Pleas and Pretences. 
1 This ſame pleading is the cauſe why you are Jazy 
8nd idle in the wſe of the meaner, viz. becaxſe you 


ſuffer 


[ 
F; 
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Uſe. 


The Table. 


ſuffer your bearts to plead,ob we cannot ds it,p;104, 
2 This ſame pleading briags up an evill report up- 
on piety and godlineſſe, | P.105 
3» This ſame pleading is a murmuring againſt God 
q d- why does God give me ſuch cgmmandements 
that I caxnot obſerve, ibid. 
4. This is the ſawſueſt excuſe of all excuſer, p.107 
Nay fiftbly here lies the reaſon why Divines ſay that 
the Converſion of a ſinzer is an barder work then the 
creation of beaven and earth,firſt becattſe, p.1c8 
Here is the ſame difficulty that was in creation, for 
God makes a (onvert of nothing, ib, 
As there was nothing preexiſtent is the creation to {| 
belp, ſo there was nothing ta reſiſt , but bere is 4 
ſomething to reſiſt, the will it reſeſteth, ib, {þ 
Thedanger of ſticking at a will-not is 7 
further cleared. 

1. If you will not, Gods Miniſters have diſcharged | 
their duties, and beve teft your bload on your own | 
hazd:, | p-I00 | 

2eIf you will not, the Gofpel bath delivered its errand, | 
ye are guilty of your own everlaſting perdition,p.111 
Nay thirdly,if you will not, The blood of Teſus Chriſt 
hath done that it came for, PeII2 

4. If yore will not murder your own ſoules , ib. 
A ſeaſomable Ttem tothe redrexed of the Lord , that 
they take beed of wil-not s, for p-I14 | 
Is We never fin againſt Goſpel, but only pon wil- | 
wot, P*I15 
2. #e wever deſpiſe God, but only upon wil-notr, ibs 
3. Conſcience can never condemne us, but onely upon 
will note, PI 16s 
4. Grd can never be angry with us, but only up ÞÞin 


w:l-nots. ibid. or ; 
The end of the Table. 
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THE GROSSEST | 
SELF-MURDER. 


a, 4 


Ezech.18.31,32. | 
For why will ye die, O ye houſe of 
Iſrael ? 


= He wicked in this Chapter diſÞ«te 
&< againſt God; the Fatbers bave eaten 
Oy ſower Grapes, and the ebildrens teeth The divif- 
= gre ſet on edge. Our Fathers have f/z- onof the 

| = ned,and we are puniſhed, a common T<** 

. cavillin every naturall mans heart, when ics 

| urged. Adamfell, and his poor poſterity ſmart 

+ forie; if God will needs damneus he may, we 

:- haveno power forto helpit, for who hath 

reſiſted bis will?chis is mans Szitogiſme.God who God: calm 
might ſend man to hell for anſwer, anſwers anſwer to 
calmly. o_ _ 
Is By abjuration, as f liveſayth the Lord, ye bo 
ſhall not have occalion toule this proverbe any }ars, 
4 {| moreas Iſrael. v. 3. I | 

|- | '2. By an ofcertioz, the ſoule that ſinneth it ſhall 

'$ [dye,v.q.no foule ſhall dye but only the ſame that 


3. By explication of himſelfe , it a man do that 


on | 

6+ {which is right, he ſhall live,verl. 5,6. if he have 
2-8 Þin never ſo wicked, yet-if*he' returned be ſhall 
id. ypot dye,v. 21s ED 


B 4kBy 


| 2 Wilfall Tmpenitence 
4+ By appealing to their conſriences; have ] any 
| 

| 

| 


pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould dye faith | 
the Lord? and not that be ſhould returne and live® | 
ver{ 23. have I any pleaftire? Iappealeto all 
your conſciences, have I any pleafureat all that | 
the wicked ſhould dye? 
| 5. By retortinzg; * hearenow O houſe of Jſrael, + 
| isnot my wayegual f orare not your wayes r4- 
tber unequal fy. 25. | 

l 6. By a concheſion;therefore 1. will judge you © | 
j houſe of 7ſrael, every one according to his wayer, | 

1 verl. 30. F 

| 7: By « finell deciſion of thewhole contre- | 

verſte; repent and turne your ſelves, &co iniquity | 

ſpallnor be your ruine ; caſt away from youall, 

&c-for why will ye die,&c. 

Where we have cheſe foure things. 

Is God diſclaimes all cauſe of Geir damnation 

from his ſecret will. I have 20 plesſure in the death | 
of himhat dyevb. AS 

 JROW 2 He removes all .cauſe of the deſt-nTian from | 
things very 1448 revealed will; repent and turn'/your ſelves, * ; 
obſervable, &c.{o iniquity ſhall wot be your ruine ;.calt away, j ; 
&c 


3. He diſauome;al cauſe of their deifrufiion | |; 
from his permifzve will, as though ithat were j| 
guilty,acceſſary to it ; they can have no colouxf 
why they are not wrought __ z makeyou of xj 
zew beart and a new ſpirit: Make the fault lie notf} þ, 
at his dore, no itli:s at your dore, make youl ax 
a new hearts £8 of 
4. Hecafis all the cauſe of cheir deſtrulton 
up2n their awe rel e lious wills, Why willye ae 


O vouje of Fſrael ? | 
"659 Is What 


the grofſeſt Self> murder. 3 


1. Whar is the cauſeyee live in your finnes, 
and die and periſh in your linnes ? is it becauſe 
I am 70t merciful ? you know Iam gracious and 
full of mercy and reedy ts forgive; why then why 
will ye die O hexfe of Tſrael. ' 
| 2. Is itbecauſe I am ſwift to revenge ? you 
know I am ſlow to anger,and give you a warning ſack per- 
before I conjmme you; why then wil ye die © houſe iter not 
of Feel ? arr 
3. Is it becauſe] will deſtroy you for Abzs jc (te, 
or AMdanifſes , or Z:dekiabs, or Adams linne 
quaſi canis _— ſu dependeret? you know | 
thac if the ſon walke not in the fathers firine, I 
uſe to receive him,you can beare-me wimefſe; I 
call you to a new covenant, why then wil ye die O 
houſe of Tfrail. | 
. 4+ Is it becanſe ye have no Savior? you 
know that the Lambe of God brit Teſin was g,y 8. 


hb flaine for you from the beginuing of the World, 16h.3.16. 


mn | 


4 thee Jeruſalem, a Ire tiot be madt cltarr ? 
| 2 


that you may be * ay «pon faith, DEE 
. Itis becauſe ye have 220 power? ye know 1 


| offer you grate arid power,and ye will not have 


it; why then will ye die,eoc. | 

6. Some Authors alleadge five why's more, 
why will ye,8&cils ic for this cauſe,or that cauſe, 
orthat? or what cauſe isit ? no cauſe on Gods 


fide , no, ye may thanke your own wil; if you pe- 


riſh ; this, this only 2ccaſeth you , you will not 14 wnm 
beruled: you are carelefſe of God, Chriſt, grace, 9%! 4c0u'® 
and you will be ſo, ye are vaine and carnall and dh 
obſtinate. and ye will bee ſo; woeunto thee | 


| Jeruſelem; wilt thou not be made cleatte? when ſhall 


it owge be ? Jere13.27. he does not ſay woe unto 


btis 


4 Wilfull Tmpenitence 
but wihs thou not be made clean. 


Pre ſuppo ſurzons not to be miſtaken. 


x.Preſuppo- 1-Its true that a wicked man cannot repent nor be 
frioy not 10 converted of himſelfe;but this cannot only do's not 
be mfakm hinder himzit a wicked mans canzotonly did bin» 
der bim, he might excuſe himſelf before the #r1- 

bunall of Chrift, Lord thou knoweſt I did my beſt. 

I would have bin ruled by thy word,butl1 could 

not; I would have bin b»mbled and reformed 

Licet aliquis better then I was , but I could nat, If a wicked 
cum peſſ mans cent did hinder him he might. excuſe 
5 vyokey himſclfe thas«Bat alas he is _ _ wo fay __ 
. Without peremptory lzing.Lord, i could not chuſe 

'* $pxmmaily bur do wickedly.? ited moſt wretchedly, bur 1 
quodinboc could not otherwiſe chuſe(thongh ic was not in 
vel illud thy powernot to be born in originall finne)yet 
—_— who neceſlitated thee to commic ſach grotle 
efus -— atuall fins. ) In Prov+ 1.2 9.tbey bated knowledge, 
arbizris con- they aid not chuſe the feare of the Lord. They did 
- tingit,unde no: uſe any liberty of will to chooſe that which 
et meriro fir was good What, was it becauſe they conld not? 
mp2 No, foralbeitthey could not yer that was not 
4-p4r.1, he cauſe. No they would none of my counſell, 
qi.zz, they deſpiſed ali my reproofe,v.30. Marke,the rea- 
eArt.3-reſp. fon, why they did not chooſe, was. not 
4d *Arg, becauſe they couldnot ebooſe, but becauſe they 
Fermum. would nat. | | 
Its true God doth not give them power to 

b. Zrefip. believe, and to be renewed Sn {can ws ſay 
though | would ſeriouſly, God wouldnot?were they 

able to fay thus?though I deſired it beartily;God 

would not give me-grace , then they had ſome 

colour 


I > 
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| color to caſt ic upon God, I world, but God 
world not. Bat they cannot caſt it upon him. 
How vften would T have gathered thee together even 
« the Hen gathereth her chickens but thou weouldeſt 
zot ? I would ſayd God, but you would nor ; 
\ nay how often would I but you would not ? 
Mat. 23. 37. Though God be not fo willing Mat.13.37 
as tO give them all porrer to'believe, and be 
| faved,yethe is eferehand with them. 
; Its true, if the wicked thould will as far as 3. Preſup. 
, they are ablets will, yet their will were zot 
able full out; but this doch not excuſe them, 
becauſe God alwayes refolved to be af.reband 
with them. Indecd as in Aſat.25.29. God gives 
his ſervants this r#l: by which he ever goes 
| towards them , wto every one that hath ſhall be Mat-25.29 
gives , and he fbe!l bave abundance ; ſpeaking 
| .of things In eodem genere. But to apply 
ittoa man in the ſtate of nature, isto ſay 
- grace is given according to workes , which is 
the very dreggs of Pelagianiſme. Yet how ever 
h | all this is a moſt excozraging intimation. Let pacienc 
e | any man uſethe power that God gives him and quodin /c 
>t | he ſhall have more : As he that takes paines dew ſa 
Il, zfor learning : As he that uieth meanes to in- ep gu 4 
a» | creaſe his eſtate, may find in ordinary provi- x. © 
ot | dence, the hand of the diligent makes rich. Rethat Proy,10.4- 
ey | uſech a perrny well makes it two pence 3 hee & 10432, 
' | thatuſeth two pennies very weil , makes it a 
to | groat. | | 
ſay} So that though there be not ſuch an Tnfal. 
hey |/ib3/3s nexus , that God hath bound himſelte in 
30d [the uſe of our naturall abilities to adde ſup:rnatural 
>me[g7a:es, yet undoubtedly he will never be want- 
Jour | ing 


a: 


4+ Preſuje 


Fill Impeni teney 


ing to promote any good worke , till men me 
er contemne. And this leaves men wholly wirbout 
excuſe, and ſhewes ic is not their canwot , but 


their will not, which betrayes them to their 


ſpirizeull loſes 3 namely their wilfull rejeGing of 


God: graci 8 "ff :re. 

Its true God gives the wicked byt oze Talent, 
when he giveth his children foure, to at the 
leaſt ; but they cannor ſay he is azſtere, reaping 
where. he (owed eat , gathering where be firemed 
not. No,Taere's the ſame proportion between 
one Talent , and gaibcring one more , as there 
is betweene two, and the gathering of two others, 
RC. - 

| You know that they areready to complain, 
as briſt (hewes it in the Parable. Lord , Ikeow 
that thru waſt 2 hard man , reaping where thou 
haſt #or ſ-wen , and gathering , where thou baſt 
n0t (rowed + But ye remember allo the Lords 
anſwer. Thou wicked and ſloathfwll ſervant, 
&c. AMat.25.26. Marke,he caits the blame ups 
on his wilfulaeſſe, that he would not take 
ines for to trade. So the wicked complain, 
alas God hath not fowen any power ef conver= 
ſim in my heart, and will he2 looke for to 
reape it ? This is awſtereneſſe and hirduefſe o 
d:aling. Oh thou wicked and floathfull ſer- 
vant, &c. Why did:: thou not trade with the 
Tilent that 7 gave thee ? One Talent inould 
bege: one, as well as two beget two, 8&c. Burt 
I gave thee wie, and thou buriedſt it in the earth, 
and haſt bin eartbly with it. 1 gave thee know- 


-4ze-, and thou haſt hid it in the earth, and | 


not traded for reformation according to ic , 8c. 
: | | | Alas 


* -4- - COMO rr arena cp > ——— 


OO — 
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the groſſeſs Self- murder. ” 
Alas thou canſt not pleade 2 camnot,but onely a 
will uot. 

Ics true, that if one wicked mans will be more 5- Freſups 
willing then another , it is not from himſelfe, 1 <%7-5 7e 
but from God, Fot whathaſt thn that thou ha fi | 
29t received ? 1 Cor. 4,7. Its God that maketh 
one wicked man to ditfer from another in 
goodnefſe, and to be better then anober. One 
wicked man is a dr«akard and another is better 
&c. One wicked man is more wilft another 
is lefſe. Its God that makes this difference ; yet 
notwithſtanding its his own faule, that he is 
not. ſo goodas his neighbour, eſpecially when he 
fits under better helpes then his neighbour, The M2t-*4-41- 
men of Nizeveh (hall riſe up againit this gezera- 

#x, and {hall condemneit, becauſe they repen- 
ted at the preaching of Fonah,and behold a greater 


. then Jonah 1s bere.See,this generation was worſe 


then Nineveh. N:neveh repented a great way,even 
In ſsckeloth and athes, but this gezeration doth 
not. I grant it was God that did make them do 
more then tis generation doth do. For all 
would be like wiifull if it were not for him. 
But yet this generation cannot plead in judge- 
ment, Lord, thou watt not ſo gracious unto us, 
as to Ninevelr, No. Jeſus Chritt exprelly telleth 
theme Nineveh (all riſe up in judgement againſt 
them 4. 4. Nineueb was not fa wilfull as you; Ny 16+ 
ve would, bat you would not. Our S2virrue 
Chriſt aſcrives is ro.their wilfi!neſſe, that they 
were not fo wili/ing as Nizeveh,N:neveb would, 
bur you would not. Thus you ſcerhe fuppotici« 
| ons, which | beſeech you remember as we go, 
kalt perhaps you miitake us. 

| B 4 The 


| Wilfu8 Impenitency. 
De. | The reaſmm why the wicked do not repent nor 
come out of their ſiunes , is not becauſe they oannot,. 
(though they cannor)bnt becauſe they will not. 
Peter {aith ro Ananias why hath S tan filled thy 
| beart to ly te the boly Ghoſt, ts keep? back part of the- 
AQ 5.3- price of the Land? was 1t not once inthy power? Be> 
fore thou didlit promiſe, 'twas in thy p-wer whe- 
ther thou wox!ldit promile or no, did any force 
thee to promiſe ? and when thou hadi{t promiſed, 
did any ſqaeez? the lie out of thy tongae that 
thou ſhouldeit t:1] a Ire ro the Holy Ghof ? did 
any drag thy fingers to the money and force 
thee to handle if?no thou would lie, and thou 
would{t finger it. | 
7 Demonltrations to prove this. 
3 Nemon. 1. The wicked thinke they have power , and 
x-Thewic- vet they will not doe according to their 
rf _— thoughts. What's the reaſon, they preſume to 
oof = ro. repent another time, but becauſe they thinke 
lend they have power ? what's the reaſon, they 
hope to repent on their death beds, but becauſe 
they thinke they have power ? orat leaſt that 
they are able ro beg power of Chriit Feſus. 
Now by their own thoughts God will convince 
them, that they do not give over their finnes, 
Prov.6 10: becauſe they will mot ; like the fluggard yer « 
4" ye Jree- 1;ttle more ſteepe , yet a little more ſlumber, yet a 
+ wy AY Iittle more folding of the band ts ſleepe ; the flug- 
why th-y ds gard, he thinks he can riſe cime enough, and 
z2t repen,k do all his buiineſle e're night, though he liea 
becauſe they little longer , and therefore does he preſume 
Horns on to lic a while longer ; So thou art loth co 
mowh will, COME out of thy linnes yet, time enough yet 
God conden.n thinkſt thou, thou hati fecres thoughts thou 
Ih, mh, | art 


the groſſeſt Self murder. 


art able ro ſhift for Heaven afterwards, tuth an 


w#b zppy youth may make a good oldman, and 


a young Sint an old Devill. Hence it is that 


the whoremaFer he can plead , did not David 


commit adultery too? as though he could get. 


up againe as well as he; the drunkard, was nor 
Noah drunk ? as thongh he were able to re- 
pent as well as he. The Theife on the Croſſe did 
not herepert at /aſt gafpe ? as though he could 
ſhifr as well ar laſt ; ſo they thinke they can 
leave off their ſinnes for a need, and therefore 
the reaſon why theydo not, is ene/y becauſe 
they will net. He that thinks he hath a hundred 
pound of his own in his purfe,and yet will not 
give apoore body a halte penny : what's the 
reaſon he will not open his purſe to give ? 
becauſe he cannot £ No, he thinkes he hath it 


Luke23.40 * 


and can ; but he will not ; fo the reafon 


why thou art not reformed, is, thou wilt 
not. | 

. 2. Demonſtration; becauſe thou doſt not ſo 
much as try whether thou canſt or no. There» 
fore thou doſt not ſticke at a cannot, but a will 
#9t ; when a maſter bids his ſervant carry a 
{ack of Corne to the Mill, I cannot fayes hes 
but cannot you try ſayes his maſter,cannot you 
&0 about it?no he will ot try 3 why then he is 
wilfull; it his maſter ſhould ſee him ſwetting 
and ſtriving to carry it,it were ſomething, then 
he would fay he ſtuck at 2 canner ; but when 
he will not be at the paines to try , he ſtickes at 
a will not. Sothou ſtickſt at a will not, thou 
doſt not every day in arenans diſcendere ſweat 
at good duties, thou doſt not ſtudy and labour 


every 


2.Demon. 
2, They wil 
not try. 


Wilfell Impenitency 
every day how to ſbrr ol temptations, and 
A all tby fennes, thou doſt not go aboat 
che cleanſing of thy Family, the pnrging of 
thy Houſe, thon wile net go about it,and there- 
fore the reaſon is, becauſe that thou m3le nor. 
Nay its all one whether thou haſt power yea 

Tentames or no, To what end ſhould God give thee 

ad Troji ,;wer ? for thou wilt notuſe it. Nay how 

wh doſt thou knew but when thou goeſt about it, 

Tice, thou mayeſt meet with, though ſome power * 

but thou wilt netiry; cut down thy drunken 
ſigne,andzrye, never ler drinking and {willing 
be in thy heuſe and #rye, ſet up confiant holy 
conferences and trye; frequent Prayer,in thy 

Cloſer and trye, &c. But lhave tryed againe 
and againe, and yetit will nat do ; everyday 
try though, ſt crebro Jacias, alias alind jecerts, 

though thau haft thrown the Dye a hundred 

times, yetnext time may be thou ſhalc throw 

a good caſt; But thou wilt not try. I would 
bave beakd Babel, bus fbee wanid not be bealed. 
The field of the fotbfiwl 3s all growen over with: 

Thornes, and Nettles had covered all the 

face thereof, and the flone wall thereot was 

broken down, Prey. 24+ 31. whats the reaſon 
he hath not a good crop ? becauſethe ground 
would not beareit ? no, howdoes he know? 
he will not try , hee will nat plow tit and har- 
row it, and weed 3 and manure it, and fow 
it , he will not tyy , therefore tir becauſe bee will 

Demon . Ot. . 
They re- 3-Demonſiration. God offers thee many gud 

| fuſe the mutions of power, I will hetpe thee and I wilk 
help which inable thee > and thox wilt noe be helped; God 
Gd offers + | calts 


Ov be =&2= Thu 


the grofſeſt Self excurder. \$ | 
caſts in theſe good. motions and thon caſts 
them out, Stand ye in the wayes, and fo. aske 
for the old paths and walke therein, aud ye 
ſhall find reſt to your foules; but they ſayd we 
wilt not walke therein. © 4» bat aske for tbe [cr.6.16, 
good way and lahour to walke in it, Ie helpe 
you and afhiſt you 5 but we will not ſay they. 
] let watohmen over you, ſaying, bearken to the 
ſoundof the Trumpet, but they ſayd we will not 
hearken, verl. 179. This is plaine Englifh as we 
ſay, you will 20:3 ye have preaching every Sab- 
bath and every weeke, but ye will not; God 
ſends you good motions every day and houre, 
but ye will not; when a beggar will not be 
helpt, why does be ſtarve ? what becauſe he 
cannot chuſe? noghe ſtaryes becaule he will ſtarve. 
O ſayeſt thou, 1 do heare the word and 1 can- 
not heare it better. 1 do pray dayly and | can- 
not pray better, &c. thus thou retorteft upon & 
God, as the anprofutuble fervant, Lo, there, tho Mat.25.2 
baſt that 35 thine; Lo, here's the beſt fayth thy 
ſpirit helpes mo to , here's the beſt obedience 
that thy power inabled me to, &c. Lo, there 
thou halt that is thine, thou helpeſt me with 
no more. I was notable to do better; quo ore 
potes buc dicere ? (ayes Gua'ter, which whar face 
canſt thou fay thus ? is this all that God hath 
offred to inable thee ? ah thou wilfall creatare; 
The Lord hath offred to helpe thee to a 
thouſand times more , but thou wouidft zot be 
helped. | 4.Demon: 
4. Demonſtration. God hath not only offred And will 
thee power to do mare, and thou wilt not #eke it, 2" we tk 


but alſo given thee more power and thou wik Chick he 


#0t hath given. 


| Wilfel Impenitency 
every day how to ſbrn ofl temptations, and 
prevent ll tby fnnes , thou doſt not go about 
the cleanſing of thy Family , the pnrging of 
thy Houſe, than wile net go about ic,and there: 
fore the reaſon is, becauſe that thon mile nor. 
Nay its all one whether thou haſt power yea 
Tentames op no, To what end ſhould God give thee 
ad Troj , wer ? for thou wilt notuſe it. Nay- how 
meat doſt thou knew but when thougoeſt about it, 
Ties, Uhon wayeſt meet with, though ſome power 
bur thou mit nettry; cat down thy drunken 
ſigne,andirye, | never ler drinking and {willing 
be in thy houſe and #rye., fer up confiant holy 
conferences and tryez frequent Prayer;in thy 
Cloſet and trye, &c. But Lhave tryed againe 
and againe, and yetit will not do ; everyday 
try though, fi crebro jacias, alias alind jeceris, 
though thou haſt thrown the Dye a handred 
times, yetnext time may be thow ſhalt throw 
a good caſt; But thou wile not try. I would. 
bave beakd Babel, bw fbre wand not be beated. 
The field of the f{otbfil ir ol growen over with 
Thornes, and Nettles had: covered all the 
face thereof, and the flone well thereof was 
broken down, Prog. 24+ 3+. whats the reafon 
he hath net a good crop ? becauſethe ground 
' would nat beareit ? ne, howdoes he know 
he will noe try , hee will nat plow tt and bur 
row. it, and weed 3 and manure it, and for 
74, he well nod tyy ,. therefore tir becauſe bee will 
Rik | 


Zi gang | 3.Demonſtration. God rffert thee many gaed 
fuſe the ons of pewen, I will hetpe thee and wilb 


help which inable thee , and tho mitt noe be helped; God 
(Gd offers + | | calts 


the grofſeſt Self exurder. 
caſts in theſe gaod. motions and thon caſts 
them out, Stand ye in the wayes, and fo, aske 


for the old paths and walke therein, aud ye 
ſhall find reft to your foules3z but they ſayd we 


wilt nor walke therein. @ 4 bt arke for »be'1cr.6.16. 


good way and lebour to molke in it, Ile helpe 
you and aſhſt you's but we will not ſay they. 
] ſet, watobmer over. you; faying, bearkere to the 
ſcundof the Trampet, but they ſayd we will not 
hearkgn, verl. 19. This is plaine Englifh as we 
ſay, you will 202; ye have preaching every Sab- 
bath and every weeke, but ye will not; God 
ſends you good motions every day and houre, 
bur ye will not; when a beggar will nor be 
helpt, why does be ſtarve ? what: becauſe he 
cannot chufe? noghe ſtarves becaule he will ſtarve. 
O ſayeſt thou, 1 do heare the word and | can+ 


not heare it better. 1 do pray dayly and 1 can-- 


nat pray better, &c. thus thou recortefſt upon 


& 


God, as the xnprofit able feruant, Lo, there, thou Mat.25.2 


baſs that is thive; Lo, here's the beſt fayth thy 
ſpiric helpes moto , here's the beſt obedience 
that thy power inabled me to, &c. Lo, there 
thou halt that is thine, thou helpeſt; me with 
no more, | was notableto do better; quo ore 
potes bao dicere ? (ayes Gna'ter, which whar face 
cank thou fay thus ? is this all that God hath 
offred to inable thee ? ah thou wilfill creatare ; 
The Lord hath offred to helpe thee to a 


thouſand times more , but thou wouidft zot be 


betped. 


thee power to do mare, and thou wilt not the it, 
but alſo given thee more power and thou wik 


4.Demon: 


4. Demonſtration. Ged hath not only offred And will | 
not uſe the 


power 
Which he 


#0t hath given« 


Prov. 19». 


I6. 


Luke 16.3, 


Wilfall Tmpenitency 
not ſe it, & therefore thereafon why thou doſt 
not, is becauſe thou wilt not ; God hath given 
thee one talent of power at the leaſt, why doſt 
thou not putit out to the merebandizers and 
occupy with it? maerymy age Suva fayes Chryſ, 
The power that God hath vouchſafed thee is 
thy talent, Why didit thou not imploy it to 
the utmoſt ? every Sermon gives thee new 
power, a new price ? ſo every good coun- 
ſell gives thee a new power 3 whatartthou bet- 
ter? every blefling thou haſt had, gives thee a 


' new power, wherein are thou prrer ? does God 


oivethee but eyes , thou- haſt more power to 
lorify him, then he that hach none,8&c. Every 
mercy belpes thee with ew. power , but wherein 
doſt thouuſe it ? God kath given thee good 
memory, how haſt thou ſtuft ic ? meanes and 
maintenance : how haſt thou honoured God? 
why, &c thine own conſcience accuſeth chee, 
thou haſt waſted his goods, waſted them upon 
belly and back, which have devoured more 
thoughts then ever his worſhip could have; 
thou haſt waſted them upon thy credit in the 
World, and thy pleaſure, and thy laſts, and 
thy fleſhly defires. How is it that I heare this 
of thee? Thou ſhalt heare one day of this dil- 
mall watchword, give account of thy ſteward- 


ſhip, for thaw mayit be no longer few rd. What doſt 


thou talking ofthy wint of power? 1 could 
notdo thus, and I could not do that ; where 
are my goods that I lent thee ? give account  . 
for thy memory. Lord, Iremember this and 
that Tale,this and that Bawble ; thou evill a4 


wnprofitable ſervant thou, and why  couldit 
thou 


. haſt to repent, the more thy will xs againſt ir. 
The more meanes that God doth —— oy by 
-the more Preaching, the more knowledge, the the meaas, 
- more reproofes , the more inlightnings , the 

more power thus haſt to repent , the more thy will 


the groſſeft Self- murder. 12 


thou not remewber my Commandements as 


. well ? give account for thy wit. Lord I haye 
- contrived buſineſſes, bargaynes with ic, I have 
-Jeſted, quirped, been merry with ic ;. thou evill 


and unprofitable ſervant thou , why wouldiſt 
chou not be witty for God,and for the good of 
thy ſoule? &c.God hath given a great deale of 
more power then ever thou bringeſt to a&, and 
therefore thou art wilfull. | 


5- Demonſtration ; the 'more power thou © Dias 


hey grow 


i againſi it. Bernard (ayes ſucha one isa per- B 5, 


verſe man, that Godis feigne to ſay to!, quid 
faciam tibi ? what thall 1 do unto thee ? O 


Ephraim what ſhall T do znto thee ? for thy 
rightcouſnefſe goes away like the dew. Hof. 6. yagg.y.s, 
4- The more meanes thou enjoyett, the more 


thy righteouſnefſe goes away ; one would 


thinke the more the Swunſhize of the Goſpell a+ 


riſeth;; the more your righteouſnefſe ſhould 
.encreaſe, it goes the moreaway; like the dery, 
the more the $92 riſeth, the more it vaniſheth 
.away 3 like many'/of you, the more preach- 


ing you have the farther yeare offi a man 


might be acquainted with you heretofore , but 
-now that you have been G 

your ſins the further you flic off 5 nay ſome of 
-you that were ſowewhat forward hertofore, are 
.mockers now ; fome of you that were ſome- 


oundly- rebuked for 


what toward!y beretofore , are . more covetouws 


14  Wilfull 1mpenctency 
and Waſpiſh, and Paſimate, and Worldhy ; like 
the weeds the more they are pluckt up the 
more they doe grow', or like the Earth che 
more it is waſhed che dirtier it proves , ſo the 
more means ye have to be inabled to good, the 
wilfuiler ye are. j.:- OT $5651 01 

6. Demonſtration , becauſe thy cannot x @ 
voluntary cannes ; thou haſt wiltully brought 
Theircan- the moſt part of thy cannot 'upon thee. 1 
net is.vo- -cannot give to the poore ſayeſt thou 3 yea; but 
lafitaty.” thou hadit it once, and thoa haſt wilfily feat 
A Mora! jc, thou hadiſt Lands arid Meanes and cort« 
wy 27 (20 mings in, but thou haſt ſpent ir at the: Ale- 

houſe; thow haſt confurued ic on rhe: game- 
houſe. Thus thy canner is 's voluntary can- 

. . not 3 cauſa cauſe - oft eauſs renſati ; thy will 
was the cexſe of tby cantot,, and therefore thy 

pil] is the cauſe. of thy not'giving to; the 

pre, I cannot reade {aye one, andno'mat: 

. _ - « vileifI be ignorant z but thy Parents weyld 
| have ſet thee to Schoole, and thou would(t 
be a trewant ; therefore thot-art willingly ig. 
norants] cannot remember a Sermon ſayes ano- 

ther , no wonder thongh 1 repeat it not in 

my Family, bar forget it-as Ido 3 buc-thou 

hait willingly-ram'd it wich-matters of che 
World ,.or: haſt ' weakened" it with drinking, 

and thereforethon art wilfhlly forgerfall, *&0. 

The. unprofttable ſervant was curſt that had 

layd up his: pound ſafe in a ' Napkin 5/hee 

did not leſſon Up nor imbezele it, but onely 

= # "hy layd ## «þ, and yet hee was curled becauſe 
Cb9/f- hee did not #:wair eco nyuer ſayes arr ry 
hee was curſed becauſe he did not dowble bis 


6.Demon. 


the groſſeft Sclf-mmarader. 
poreed ; ah the wolull eſtate char thou art in ! 
if he were accuried chacdid lay wp his pound, 
whatſhall become of thee that doſt leffen i ? 
heedid not double his abilicics ; and there- 
fore hewas curſed; thou {doſtnot onely ues 
double thy abilities » but thou doſt leſſen theme. 
”% God hath inabledthee to domany a thing, | 
| and now thou art notable, thou haſt wil- 
dangly leflened thine ability ; now then thou 
canitnotexcuſe chy ſelfe that thou eanſt not, 
becauſe chou haſt brought chis con oz rhy 
felfe. 5 Thou canit not weepe at a Sermon but 
thou couldſt once; thou . canſt not ireſiſt ſuch 
a Jaftbut thou couldſt once, and thou haſt 
willingly brenght this cannot on by ſewle,, and 
therefore this 18 all. the cauſe becauſe tha: rho 
wilt not. ; RE | - 

. Demonſtration. M:; thou canſt nor, | 
— but thou arc mo with thy: henzes, Ts 
thou canſt not be holy: and chou'-art con» They are 
tented\ndot - to be; thou canſt not crucity thy contented 
luft ,-and thouart. 'conteiited with this | can. m_ their 
=o, nay thou waiddſizes ' be Frm , an _— 
yauhow you may -putup this injury it you 
wills; bat Sic _ ſhall not make//me putic 
: up A p _ 7 x oo  byyon, ab it = 

"wi Derate » \my people. lavets bave 
: it ſo;: Thou art carnall, and thoa Joveſ to be ler.y-31; 
1 | {';-werea mah. id the Rockesand not able 
e | to:getout, yet ifhe be contenced to: be there 
4bough che [cannot getout, that is not the 
xeafan of his ftaying bur: bee will 92 4 thou 
canſt not walke humbly and holily', andthe 
Jdotieff to baveit ſo; what would you have _ 
0 


I -- 


 Wrilfull Tmpenetency 
ſo pure forſooth ? So then the reaſon 'is-be- 
cauſe that thou wilt not ; if thy will were 
not it, thou wouldſt never be context with thy 
cannot the Congregation is: bad , and thou 
loveſt to bave # ſo, the: more cultome thou 
ſhalc have for thy Ale-houfe; like abad Clerke 
of the A ffiſes , I heard one ſpeake ic my ſelfe, 
he was glad there was ſo many Roger, hee had 
the more. mozey 310 ſome of you are glad there 
be ſo many frequenters of the Ale-bench, yee | 
have the more crſtome, yee love to have ic 
ſo, ye cannot r-forme the ſins of one anather , and 
yee love to bave It ſo. OE THe as0. 
The Prefuppohitions premiſed, and the 
Demonſtrations prefixed , it followes' now 
that I lay down the grounds of this neceffary 
truth. ( Seczl. ) ACK-QI 
The rea(on why « wicked man d1th not turne un- | 
| #0 God, is not b:eauſe be cannet (' though be cannot ) 
but becauſe he will not. © (+502. 2! nor? C 
He cannot ſay this at the day of :Judgement, || i 
Lord, thou. knoweſt 1: left: every: tinne. that | & 
I could, and I tooke al{.;thebeit courſes that 
I could to-become a new creature, /but I could 
note. \Awicked man ſhall not be able to: ſay 
thus withoutTying. . The man in the Goſpell 
that had not on the Wedding. garment, could. 
hee ſay. Lord, I was notableto goto the ſbop 
of the Goſpel! to ſeeke one? No.He was Peecbleſſe, 
A:t.22.12.God finds out the hypocrite,though 
= one, and when once diſcovered, he :is'con» 
unded and fil:nced with the guilt of his own Ig... 
wilfulneſſe,' 7 | HA FOLLY 


The greet S PO OrIRE: 


_-_ I js” en 


The firſt Grand, Ear, 


T' He bigs ound 19 this, hich is 'obleryed 
earned Divines "At the Synod. as AL. 3. & 
Dort, ety | | 


4 in rifut. 
Every AY C41 doruniewrr Fed then he Hoes, poſe. ——_ 
ond ſhun more evill then hears though J _ 
fefle not ins Zreviour manner. If } can pt 
this to be true; u will neceſfarily follow that te 
reaſon why'a *wacked man the ot rerwurme,” is 
not Srcanſe hee cranmr, Bus  6riely becauſe” bee 
will not. MITNLL 
Arguaments to NE it. FACT 
Y. Confider, ifa man ex» dye pore then Fu x. Conf. 
doth , nothing" can hinder hiew from doing Every 
more theh hee-does burhis will; when the fire Jan ca 
' Can burne more, it doth burae more; bectdſ pod then 
ir hath no »#// Po come betweeathe power” of Doe dark. 
burning and-the' att of burniv. to ſulpend at. 
The ff re 15's naturall ageiic;/-agd therefore 
burns as much as «can :-but w than is a wt) 
vary agent andchecefore when he ver do x thing 
wnd does: nc, T5 becaule bixwl comes be- 
tween to laſpead ; it : Sothar the reat2a is this, 
hee will not.” Pildte het had power to orweifle 
Chrif, and ppriver tiotxo dove”, 'Johyr 9.6. 
het had power netto dc, why then « ne 
wrucifer if? *Bdt becauf he had tio/p 
Mor otherwiſe;; hee coffeffes hinifeIfe he 


hover to 46 otherwiſe, [bathe 6rA6fied Ig. 
Prcauſe hee: would dee fp; Whei"a man 


wer rod58 £ thing, or trot. t& doe 2 rhing'; 
: C Its 


—DH4 


 — 
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Wilfall . Tmpenttency, 


Jrs the will that either ſuſpends or deter- 


Confid.2., 


mines, 
2. Conſideration, 'that if a' man can do mors | 
then he does, and yet will not, hee muſt reeds | 
'velantarily hinder himſelfe: from doing "that | 
which he canyet ; the reaſon is, becauſea man | 
muſt firſt do that which he can, before hee:Gan | 


bes Jame man weretogo to Lender from hencec,and 


| JW 


- ome to that part which he caxzet,. Suppoſe a | 


-not able to go one mule of the journey, but there | 
ſtands one at the, Church-ftile,, that offers if he | 
-will but.crawlec thither,to catry, him ; he's able 
.to Crawle fo farre as the Church-ſtile, but hee | 
will not ; does not hee voluntarily hinder | 

himfelfe from going to Loadon-? that which |þ 
Sh candoe, muſt be dove firſt,before that which 
"he cannet. So yee that live.in your. finnes, you | 


> wt mult firſt do that.which you can, before yeu 
| T -£4n {ookethat God ſhould helpe:y ou to do that 


: 
which you CAmnor , if thou oft all thar-thouf { 
cant, tor oughs. that thou. knowelt,- Chrif] * 
4hough hee bath. not abſolutely engaged him-# 0 
felfe,.Htands.ay Fs RPA there ready tof} tf! 
helpe thee.. There be meninthe Harld whom bi ©! 


as reſolved tobe! 'pei:thoy doſt-uot know but th W. 
art the may C -hriſt hath not tgld. thee aty hind h G 
\ta.the.comr473, bur onely be. bids ral af <a! 
off thy low thc 


thou .canft; 'cafiſt, thou not; 

WEE 2 ? arc no Sizers able tocutuc,? have B« . 
o8gue in.your heals yec that ke 44 
ae ee Ako ies ? cnn you-Ry ay od if 
ce yer unken compahions; here's nf *” 
EIT or you ? youumuſt- do [2 Nei 
yourcan ,. 1 betece you con expe » 

e 


at 


the groſſe#t Selfe-murder. 


' Will not d>\ that which you can, you ds volun- 


At nor binder a clote Athaz trom taking the 
golden wedge; but when it was taken & known, 
he was able to” make him ar example. 'Foſhuah 
he falted and cryed unto'God- all day” untill 
night, that the Lord would! mercifully :ſave 
him 44d all Iſrael; Now hear& what anfWer the 
Lord gives him, ger thee up fayth h&,*why' 
lyeft thou here? Foſh.7iro: /ſracl hath firmed, 
| go andexrcute Tuſtice, go and do that firſt, ani 
| i then [ will anſwer thee about At ; for if /haah 
| would not lavedone what he” could,the'Lord 
would never have helpt him to*do that\which 
hee could not. Sothou praylt for meccy"\and 


ent? cot PU. an eta; gms # 


IT 
by. os [5 os 


r | pardon tote; get thee up ſayes God ; *doſtthaw 
(tind praying for meicy as long as ſuch things 
f and ſuch thingz are not reformed? thiew -haft 

drankenneflein' rny houle] go'and reform that z 
thou art if Jeagre with a {ert of 'baſelufts, 6 
end reforme them ; if thou wilt not'*do that 
which thou - canſt, how | caiiſt thou be ſure 
| God will helpe thee to do” that which" thoix 
1a canſt not?no thoir Rickſt at x will mot as long'as 


x thou refuſeſt to'do that. 19211 bp onegh 1 


. 


CEC 


bee can,neither will hee do that which be tarot 
"(if hee could ©; "the fervant thatwill-noteo five 
' I oo7r ſox milys i aday which heiga#for his Mafter, 
1, neither would he go a- hundred miles for his 
0 Maſter if hee con!d ; you that can reforme out- 

al C 3 wardly 


help to do that which you cahnot ; and if'yout | 


tarily hinder Jour owne ſelves from Aoing that 
which you'canmt ; Foſhua.conld not ard before 


orace, oh thit- Ged wortfd convert thee: and .» 


2, Conſider if 4 man will not do tharwhich 3 


"9 


.Conſia] 


qff4, ' --4. Conſider, if a man will not de that which 


Walfal! 7mpenitency, 
werdly, at leaft if you would, and yet will not, 
neither would you refoxrme wore if you could ; 
' ye have money in your purics, cannot you 
ipend it better then upon itwilling and drink- + | 
ing and gaming ? yee 647 well cnough, but zee | 
will net, So yee would do, had you that truc 
riches, Lake 16.11. yee haye naturall abilities; 
if ye will not be faithfull inthem, ſoit would 
be if ſobe you had better ; ye that haye morall 
and civill endowments if ye will nat be faithfull 
in them, neither would you if God ſhould 
lend you more, &c. yearc able to ayoid ſwear- 
tg and lying, but. yee will nor, neither 
wauld yee eyoide all other finnes if yce could ; 
if 2 man will not do that which hee can, nei- 
ther will hee doe that which hee cannot if hee 


conld. 


2 _ lp Ks 
IIB 4 


be can, can or cannot call's one to hins, all ſticks 
at bu will, I cannot repent and I cannot eive j 
over my ſinnes ſayelt thou, and ] pray thee who 

gold'thee that thou canſt net ? } am naked ſayes | I 
Adaw, and whotould thee that thou wert na- b, 
ked ? ſazes God, Gen. 3.11. Samay ] tay whp 
told thee thou canſt not ? does not thy own cor 

ſcience tell thee tis becauſe thay wilt not ? I can- 4 
nn: digee ſayes the lazy Steward, and 40 begge Ip: 
1 am ; Aly Luke 16,3. I cannot digge - it he a 


4d ha&.a-cudgell abou his back, it would make =o 


himz.to digge; tobeg Iam aſhamed, fayes he ; hef 
was, not 4ſbawed to; cozen bis Maſter of his] f 
goods, but hee was aſhamed to begge-. J have 

: W4rried 4 Vife and I earner cone. Luke 14.20 * " 
No, whet id his wife tie his legges? there Shy 


T/tiey 


the groſſest Selfe-marder, 


ſluggard ; alas thy owne ſluggiuh wilfull wi{s 


are this cannot. Can or cannot alls one tothem, 


| orno ; the fluggard neyer /ooke outto lee the 
| Lyonin the way, but hee dreamt there was ofie 
there , and hee was willittg to belieye it, hee 
would not go out to ſee ; the idle fteward did 


not tri& whether he could digge, yea or no ; if 


he had taken the Spade in his hand and gon 
 aboutthe worke, "twere another matter ; . but 
; ] cannot drgge ayes he, he never would pur it 

ro tryall, but takes another courſe without 
trying of that ; fothat /alls one can or cahnot, 
if a man will not do that which he can, can or 
cannot, alls one to him. | 


| | y | 
2 


hee can, this will make a mans conſcience when 
it comes to ſpeaks in ſober ſadneſſe, thanky hing- 
ſelfe for hu periſhing ; mens conſciences do but 
| jeſt withthems now, while they can ſay tuſh tis 
becauſe I camut believe, and becauſe I cannot 


of judgement at fartheſt, then' conſcience will 
ſpcake 1n ſober ſadnefle ; whow ] was hungry ee 
$6 gave mee no meate ſayes Chriſt, when I was 4 
.Þ thirſt joe gave mee yoo" drinkg, [was a flranger 
Kel awd yes rooke mes not in, fick and in prifer ate 
he viſted met not, Mat.25.43. marke Chiift pits 
BBY no canters ontheirconſciences at the day of jndg= 

went ; could they fay, alas, we had JE a bit 


of bread for to do it, never a drop of drinke 
"4 forto 'do ic? no, you (halt ſee how..their cow» 
ſciences wire mute ; they could not fay —_ 
, C 3 :oul 


is 4 Lyonin the way, 1 camot go out (Rs Proy. 232 


| they never cometo trie whether they can, yea 


P || repent ; bur at the houre of comviltion or the day 


Ie 


5. Conſider, if 4 an will not do that which 5 Conſed. 


22. 


Cams, but againſt mens particular hinnes, 


that they might have avoyded . for though mens 


ro ſinne, ye. not je this func, nor that ſme, 
non determinat neceſſario ad hoc wel illud 
malum, hic & nupc, Nay, our Brittaine Divines 
ar the Synod. Sinfull concupiicence docs not 
neceflarily determine, men upon thele and theſe 
ſinnes, with c*e particular circumſtances which 
they livein, as this rzpine, this lic, &e.,, thus yee 

x, feethis will makea ivre ground otour Dodrine 
1972, Kobe wecan prove ” TY 

% ; . a 
 Eviry man can do wore good then he dogs, aud 

P* "avoid more evill then hee does. 

_ _ Thisis-a moft certaine and mfallible truth, 
and needs no confirmation, but I will proye ir 
nofwehftanding, 

E, Argn. + Fiſt, becaulc God doth complaine againſt the 

; wicked for the v9/untary deing ns tore gead then 
they doe ; what lo much preaching and no more 
g6od ? iv. many meanes and no more fruit ? 8c. 


and there. remained te groyes alto , in Sgruaxia, 
2 Kings.1 2.6. the grove.al ſo; what hot lo much 
as the greve' cut dewye 2, and yee mul} bv Fhe 
fines of Jerohoars.; that were cnough, ftub- 


[3 8 
= 9 


Law 


fo God, complaines againſt. Iſrael, neverthelc{[e 


FO Rogen mmm 


at 


the groſſeft Selfe-marder. 23: 

bortefle one would chiake ; but yee muſt ſuf-- 
fer the grove «ſo ? reforme nothing, no, not 
the grove under'your face-:? fee how Ged gird- 
eth:their wilfull ſecurity that they would-do' 

no more good then they did ; -not*1o much as 

cut downe that. grove ? ſo many wartiings:and- 
chreatnings, &c, an yet the grove allo ?' yet 
thy filthy Tongue, thy coyctouſnefle allo,8cc. 

not only Kkeepe thy other luſts, but thy profa- 

nefſe alſo ++? | | 

* Secondly, becauſe otherwiſe there were #9 , Areg. 
reome for praiſe nor diſpraiſg, if a man could do Tamerþi im- 


| Ho more good then he does, nor ſhun no more poſſbile e- 


eyill then hee does, then no man could be *# A 
praiſed nor diſpraiſed ; -= know that wicked gn | 
men and women may do many commendable predicati- 
things , atleaſt more commendable ones then new Eves- 
others?does not our Saviour dilcommead Berh- $*1#, ad/q; 
ſaida and Corazin, in compartion of Tyre and Cn 
Sidon ; woe unto thee Corazin, woe unito thee gratia: quid 
Bethſaida, tor if the mighty workes which tamn ob- 
have beene done in thee, had beene done in 4#74tHores | 
Tyre and $1idon , they would haye repented if array 
fackcloath\and afhes, Math. x1. 21, might ah He 7%4 
not they have: ſnzwed ſo wauch repentance Tyrii & 
at the leaſt ? could not they have put on ſack- $140nib, ids 
cloath on their loynes , and powred aſhes on ab 
their heads if they would ? they might have: ns 4 
done ſo much at the leaft , and honoured rhe -corripiuneut 
workes and preaching of our Saviour with arr 29. Prid. 
outward honour art the leaft. You that have Ce 
ſuch abundant teaching as yee have, ye might /,, ns 
hanur the'Goſpell with ſome outward honour © 

at the [ext ; + that would bz more commend--: 


C 4 | able; 


- conld not do otherwiſe ? No, no; hee might have 


4- Arg. 


. orders in his houſe, and freely goes to the Tap: 


© walks after the Commandement, Hoſ.5 11, The | 


| Welfail Imperitency, 
able, which molt of you will not. 

* - Thirdly, becauſe: otherwiſe there world bee 
no roeme for the Sword of tha Magiftrate ; it a 
man'could omic to. more ſinne then bee does, 
then-what meanes our Pillories and/Gallowes, 
&<c.and other puniſhments upon MalefaRors ? 
will any may be to vaine as to lay. Achev conld 
net ebuſe but take the Babyloniſh Garment ? cer- 
tainly he might have let it alone if he would ; 
why haſt thou troubled 1s ſayes Joſhnah, loſh.7. 


25. Alashe was not able to antwer, oh Ser / 


omiteed it , and therefore the Law of man is 
tavourable to ſuchas offend againſt their wils 5 
it, go not hang ſuch as kill again thei 
wils, 

Fourthly, becauſe though 4 carnall man 
cannot put off the old man, norſhake off the t 
deminion of ſinne in generall, nor dety him- | 1 
lelte, bur his very nature is finnefull and fleſh- C 
ly;. hee does natarally finne, yer it is not.his || v 
zature to commit this [rnne at thu time, and | ( 
inchis mamer ; the wickedeſt man under Hea- | g 
yen goes about his ſinge with previall delibera- | t/ 
tiow, and a moft free drſpoſition of the meaues ;_ || dl 
the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houle,, | | 
and calls freely for a jugge or two or:three, as: 
his luſt is ; his Hoſt, hee freely ſufferstheſe dif: 


and does draw ity-8&c. Ephraim did willingly 


wicked King of 1ſrael commanded them that |: 
will worſhip at . Bethell, and they did freely nnd 
willizgly obey it. Pilate willing/ycomented tha þ 

 f people, |. 


the grofiefi Seffe-murder. 
e,and therefore bee ſcourged our Savienr, 
mp__ for though all this was dence by 
the determeinate counſel of God, yer Gods coutt- 
lell put 1 fmple neceſſity upen hs will, hee did 
freely and willingly do it ; the wicked they 
turne the Grace of Ged into wantowneſſe, Jude 4. 
marke, _ Cans of God , Grace wh = 
; they might do more good then they do, 
| es fy more eyill eas do, —_ 2 wick- 
ed man isthe ſervant of finne, and cantiot but 
fire, hee is naturally a ſeryant of ſinne ; of 
finne I ſay, but he is ve/x9n arily and freely a ſer- 
vant of this ſinne; for the Lord gives him reaſen, 
and counſe!l, and good mations, and many conw- 
mongraces, Whereby he may be freed fromthis 
or that a&, but hee will not, he will break out 
| into theſeand theſe filthy paſſionate words, now 
and then ; fay reaſon what it will, and com- 
mon grace what it will, he will do it, he will 
do this, and he will do that, Jcogfeſle that 
; | when awicked matt is deſperate and given up of 
| | God, then it is othetwile, then his will is fo 
» | greedy, that hee canner take it of - buthee ic. 


. | the more inexeuſable, becauſe his will is thew 
- |} double, | 


2 | Fifthly, 4 wicked man can do more good, &0. 5, Argne 


is: | fora godly regenerate ſoule may aveid more ſinne, 
f-: [then hte does. Though God have freed him 
p: [from the ſfayery of finne, and he is become the 
by [ſervant of right econ ſneſſs, Rom.6.18. neverthe- 
he [ſe they may do more good then they do, and 
at | roide fiane 2 great deale more then they do z 


»d. (what'man will ſay that David conld pot ther- 
s Wiſe chaſe but commit that adglrery which hee- 


id, 


PP o1f ell. 1npenitency, ® 


did and that. mwrder which hee did ?' J appeals 
to yout. conſciences yee ſoules that are: godly, 
When, yee pray torgive us. our Trelpafies, do 
not ye! acknowledge with: all that ye have been 
wanting to the grace of God ? Donor yecon- 
felle ir with ſhame that you | haye given way to | 
ſundry temptations that by the grace of God |} 
yce might haye overcome 2 And that yee haye 
oinitted many a good opportmnity, thar' by. the 

Imſvpera- grace of God yce might haye made #ſe .of ? 
bil:ter *9- deny not but God does mrefiſtibly convert his 
24 & pen Elet at. the farſt, and wfallibly carry/them. on 
g#3 reff- tothe eng, for the maine but itt particular ations 
£eatiz hee does notlo ; burthough their. wills. bee 
how free by grace, ye: they. may freely finne, 
even then when they obey -: and treel; obey, 
even thea. when they tcanigreſſe ; and to they 
are forced woes they might avaide mote 
evill then they doe, and do more o00d then 
they do. 

Agaiae, A wiczed man may do more good then 
hee does, and avoid more evill then hee does ; F 
prove it by iniytion upon his conſcience, 


By theſe Particulars, 


i . Firſt, for the ewtward 4ts of /inne in the nem- 
bers; thus all profane pertons, drunkards, 8c. || 
yecare all conyincel wundeniably 1a. your con- 
ſciences, theſe are ſinnes. in the very outward 
mens ; volyntas it is dowins ngemororum ; 
can yee. lay yce canner paſſe by an Ale-houſe 
when ye: turg. in?yee cannot 027 unto SErmens 
your owac /zgges they ſhall judge you;can; youſ 

lay you 'caga9;.. give, ayer your. oxhing , 2nc 

* | lying 
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the | grofieſt Seife-murdex. 


lying? 8c, your owne Teeth and Lippes ſhall 
judge you, &c, If you do not root out theſe 
finnes,its without doubt becauſe ye will not. The 
Lord hath miade al the outward man-at the com- 
ward of the will, and therefore - if the outward 
man be qut.of order, tis becauſe yee will; wydws 
&) Avyimm "077 £y T&AdpTop 358 bir SUrayar miioun 
layes Chryſaſt. Let no man fay [ haye but one 
Talent, and T;haye no power to be good ; a Ta- 
lext hath power to go fora Talent, and 134, for 
a ſhilling andif it do. not, tis becauſe yee will 


 zat. Haſt thou not power. oyer thine, owne 


outward menibers youchfaf'd thee of God ? the 
Lord in metcy lets thy will have 4 deſpotrcall 
power over thy members, as the Moraliſts. call 
it, and why canft thou not bridle them? as 
Chriſt ſaid to the. Officer that ſmote him, if { 
have ſpoken well, why (miteſf thou mee ? Joh.18. 
23- couldſt thou not have held in thy fingers ? 
thou art inexcufable then. for all thy. profane 
lnnes, ,- | 


Secondly, Thou haſt naturall affeit ions inthee, {pus eſt 


and bythem thou mayft do zzore good then thou 
doſt, and ſhun more evill then thow doſÞ. Thus 


thou not get more ftriftneſſe of walksng though 


' Dot for loye amo God, yet for loye unto thy 


ſelfe ? bee. mere frequent in. good: duties. for 


leave and for fears? there 18 never 2a duty . of 


Religion, but a man miay cvery day do, for 


leyc unto himſelfe and tos feate, Ged - ty. 
| 6 


od SOON Amor Des 
all civill Profefſors are left: inexculable, Canft ipfas ef 


1 vi. Amcl- 
hope of Heaven,,and for feare of Hell ?: thats Caſ.conſc.. 
better then "nething, better do them ſo_then de chuie.. , 
| notat all, What cannot a man do for ſelfe- "5*##m.. 


Wilfull mmpenitency, 


left theſe afettions inthy foule on purpoſe, 1 
know this - is not enough ; but what of that ? 
Why doft thou not gots far as thou mayelt ? 
what aileth thee that thou canft not tame 
downe thy pride for” feare of Gods judgements, 
znd bridle thy baſe paſſions for feare of Hell ? 
Itis: not unknowne that God hath yowed to 
e&ftroy"all the workers of iniquity. Tis not 
unknowne that he hath prepared Hell for fuch 
2s thou art, as Jong as thou liveſt as thou doſt ; 
Thou knowft this is true , and thou knowſt 
Gad will be 15 good as his Word ; and thou art 
notable to _ Why doſt thou or curbe 
ty prod ffub luſts for feare of thus Hell? 
kde better then nothing ; fe wy caſt not 
do it for love, yet why: canſtthou not do it 
for feare ? haft rchou not as much reaſon as a 
brute creature ? that is greedy of meate, yet a 
whip-ftick is able to-ſcare him from it ; att horſe 
is deftrous to ſtand (till, yer a fprr and 4 r9d 1s 
able to make it&o faſter.; and.15 not Hell more * 
fearful? then all rods ? Why doft thou not 
take heede for feare, | leaſt God ſhould lend 
thee to Hell ? a ftnner and a hypocrite are incx- 
cufable herein ; for Hell may feare them ; the 
bores in Sion are afrad, fearfulneſſe hath ſur- 
priſed thy hypecrites ; who among ms ſhall dwell 


air poee. with everlaſting burnings ? Eſay 33.14.who of 


tes hath hyn/ 


on, UF is able ro dwell with everlaſtmg flames ? and 
zocrites may go ſo farre ; feare Hell, and 
bftaite from a million of finnes, 'for + 57 of 
theſe everlaſting barnings ; canſt thou fay thou ' 
canft ,not "ht Fre for feare of Gods judge- 
niefits ? No ; thoucanft reſift finac for feare' 


of 


 were-Lawes made that cyery 


| 22 Oath ſhould bee. hang 


the groſieit Selfe-murder. : 
of leſſe evils then fo; the feareof Wens ſeeing 


thee can keepethce from committing. a 

in the marketrplace,' and .cannot the feare of 
God reſtraine thee from. it in provate ? thou 
dareft not tranigrefle the Kings Lewes for tear 
of the Gallowſe ; and cannot the feare of Hell 
ceſtraine thee from tranſgreſſing of Gods ? Gods 
diſpleaſure is greater then the Kigs? and thou 
knoweſt it z God is truer in his Law theo any 
mortall man, and thou knowelt it .:; and fear- 

ct thou not me ? feare 202 not wer 2 ſaith the 

Lord, will yes not tremble at my preſence? Jcr.5. 

22, canſt thou ſayrhou- art not able to. fee 

him ſo -muth as ſeryilely- ? . that is not-fo -z for 

when theu art ſick: and ready. #6. dye, then 


thou wilt feare him, 'the oh thou-: wouldft 


faine become a new. creature, and all; our of 
feare of the great. God.; and capſi hou, aot 
now ? No,no; now herebepleaſures (a be had, 
and thou wilt have them ; here is the World, 
and thou wilt carke ; here wbuſineſſe, apd thou 
wilt be doing, aud thou wilt fot figde-leafure 
for God. No, thou wilt not, cantthau hotde 


_ this that God bids rbee-at leaft ont of foare ? this 


fs nothing but 4 {ie of. S4raw, thou would do 
them-all. for feare of a- man. ./Suppole-there 
ery maniwho:ders wot 
pray in his; Family Morning] and, Ercnity 
ſhould afluredly- be , wholpevet, ſwears 
ed; as fooge as hee 
hath ſworne it ; W hoſoevcr breakes out.into 


| avy bitter wyling ſpeech ſhould fiffer-death. 
Suppoſe I Gyto all the duties of Rebyies-6t 


were death te eneis then nd the King hed wade 
ſuch 


_ c 
_ —_— —— — — 
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rage of all heathen,” God: hath given::thee not 


"Word to prevent it, and ifir hou doft not ,thow'wilt 


ther» doft thou not \fore=caſt for to reine them? 


reneher with ſo much > Tf thy lufts be on fir 
- why deft thou feede'thety with tucll'3:oArq 
the luſts of anger 'and' wrath predomitiate iy . 


Why doft- thou not- mmircat Gods: people. {c ; 


Pfall Impenitency, - 


ſueb  certaine ſure Law, dare fay there would 
be many. millions of Profeffors more it -Eng- 
land then thereare ; ' rather then yee would be 
gibbeted,” many {wearers'would neyer ſweare 
more ; many liers neyer lie more; many'/pro- 
fane houſchoulders neveromur Prayers 1n their 
Families mote; and couldft thou do this for fear 
of a wan ? why canſt thou-net then do it for tear 
of the great God ? | 
Thirdly, The Lord hath given thee naturall 
connſell, aud naturall reaſon aud prudence,,On 


fayfithou Jam tempted before J am aware, and 


the paſſion *is up before 'I''am aware! Icannot 
kelpe it for my life ; No, I believe thee whewthe 
Devill i once wp, there'is tho alaying that fowle 
Fiend for the preſent; Thou-canſt not- immiedi- 
atelyallay'ir. But why 'canſt thou-nor: pre- 
vent it with counſel and deliberation ?:che very 
Heathenshave dove this ;, avdithou haſt adyan- 


only reafon in thy -head, and a naturall' con- 
ſcience? 1+ thy breaſt, but alſo' diretbiv”n'sx his 


wot ; rethelufts of thineappetite violetit ? why 


Why deft thou not- abftaine trom' going to] 
Feaſts awhile ? Why doft thou tot int thy] _ 


thee ? thou raplt out an Oath before- chow -arf, 
aware; why then deſt-thou not” as Chiyſefom| ; 
world heave thee, Set forfeitures for every Oath): 


yerely 


tbe proffe#t Selfe-murder, :Zt 
yerely to-reproye thee ,, and-exata fine of thee 
for cycry mſgoverning word ? Why doft thou 
notbawke tuech acquaintance” as\may- vecafion 
thy Tongae to caſt out? Oathes why doſt thou 
not club downe thy luſts* with argument upon 
. argument? ſhall: be touchy to be. danwned,and 
roud to'be damned ?:&c.” even areuments of 
ſelfe- leave arcable to knock them down&: J do 
not know-how ; | No? that's becauſe thou wilt 
; not know, they knew uot neither will#bty yu wr 
p derſtard;Plal.$2.5.: fothou knoweRt notgnet- «+ .! « 
d ther: wilt: thou underſtand ; that's ths reaſon 
Tt | thou flill wa/keſt in darkneſſe ; whidoſt not 
* | thowoppoſe thy luſtsattfirſtrifing MrioPubrene- 
ic | bi utdeſras ff, inciperd femiſo re ayes Sent- = 
i- 64;; thouw.cantt neyetgeryrory except-then be 
<= | here fiſt in the field,” 'Fhe Lord hath given 
Ty | theecoidſells on-this faſhion" whydolt thou . 
n- | notuſcthem-? onely becauſe thou wiltmnot ; 
AX | -haſtthow impediments ©? Clararncns had them 
on- | toe, buthee oyercamethem {ayes Searen: Why 
his | doſt youthou ?: If thowrWilt:nar, 'thourdoſt 
wit | willingly periſh ; thou mivht doe» more then = 
why} thou:-doft;-but thou | wilt' not 13 \amd *thou 
m?} mighttſhunnc mote they thou'doft;bui thou 
9 .wilktnot; - 1 200 ot 3D yl 2 990 
/ thy] . ,-Bourtbly ,- becauſe. thou: wilt ſay"4ll theſe 
i] thingearebort naturall and moraiband:eivill;J 
BJ andyipeta! for allctheſe;r/bot- alas am nor 
Ke I] -abſt rndoeany thing dpititually :\'J.cangor be- 
lieye; Þc4nborrepti; though this be verytrac, 
yet thyrpltais ho:excuſey tor though! they bee 
natural yet they areifirſte Firſt thar's\in order 
eſe whithgmmrurdll ang afterwards xint'which is 
© 1%] ſpiritgs 


EINE Se - 


| Beleeye thus, ſayes Ged; but J will-ner: fayft 


wilfull Irapenitency,. 
fpivitnall, and if then fticheſt there thou ſticke/t 
&t 4 will not, The Lord hath taken 2 ſufficient 
Courſe to humble thee and thou welt not be humn- 
bled ; thou ſayeſt thou canſt nor obey {piritual- 
ly ; J grant it, its moſt true : nor repent ſpiri- 
rually ; why then wilt thou not bee humbled 
that canſt not, as Ged ſaid to Pharach, how long 
wilt thow refuſe to humble thy ſelfe before me ? 
Exodwe,10. 3. There is externall humiliation, 
as Ahabs humiliation ; thou mayeſt come to 


21.29, - beforethat humiliation thou canft not expreſle, 


why art thou not humbled with that which 
thou mayeſt ? | LO, | 

Firft, then why doſt thou not ſee thy. czic 
to bee dewnable ? Doſt thou not know that 
judgement is paſt upon all co damnation? Rew. 
5.18. all men are dawned ont of Chriſt. W ho- 
ſocyer is not 4 vew creature, i mt in Chriſt, but 
3s a damn'd man tothis day ; thou knowelt the 
Lord himſclfe doth ſay thus ; what hinders 
thee now from deduQting a particular there- 
from? If upon all men, then upon mae; if all 
be damned to this day that arc not »iw' orea- 
tures inChrift , xn pom a damned'man_to 


this houre ; this logiche God doth vouchſate 


thee; why doſt thou not reaſon on this faſhi- 
on ? Jamadamned manand a dimned 'wo- 
man tothis day ; if thou; wouldſt br brougtr 


to this paſſe there might be ſome hope ofchewy 


but then wilt wi, thou wilt ſaape.up ſome 
hepes or ether , thou wil not belecye- this. 


thou, ho, thou wilt have thy ſuft fl;' and 


thou wilt not beleeve this, if chou wouldft be- 


lieve 


- OY) | © GJ EY GS 


the grofſest Selfe-murder. 


lieve verily thou art a damned man, becaute 
thou alt not 4 mew creature in Chriſt, may be 
thou wouldſt neyer have done till thou arr one, 
thou wouldit torſake all and follow Chriſt in 
all things, but thou wilt not. | 
Sccondly, but” } cannor' fayeſt thou ; why 
then wilt thou not diſparre in thy ſelfe ? a man 
mult deipaire as he is, otherwite hee can never 
et inte Chriſt ; as long as a man-liyes and does 
after the fleſh, hee can haye no true kope of 
mercy or pardcn, or any thing ; no ice js a 
dead man,all the Angels of Heaven cannot help 
him; it there were a choutand Chre/ts he ſhould 
periſh without them ; and why wilt thou not 
deipaire in thy ſelfe ? Detpaire ? God forbid, 
Jlefnever deſpaire while. | live, God is more 
mercifull then ſo, and } hope J need not de- 
lpaire,Chriſt dyed for ſinners and f were a faole 
if } ſhould deſpaire. Thus thou pleadelt with 
God tor thy vaine hopes ; but why wilt thou ? 
layes God , why wilt thou plead with mee, 
thou halt.trantgreſled againſt me, Fer. 3. 29, 
Thou pleadelt for hopes, and lieft in thy finnes, 
why wilt thou ? marke, the will is fer on it, 
and thou wilt plead ; thou mightſt deſpaire of 


_ thy ſelfe, but thou wilt not , and therefore thou 


wilt wilfully periſh, | 

Thirdly, but J cannot pull downe mine ewng. 
heart, nor maſter mine owne will fayſt thou 
no ? Why then canſtthou not goe and refigne 
it to.Ged ? Lord, here is a proud heart, ] can- 
not humble t ; Oh, here is a ſtony heart, 
J cannot breake it ; Lord do thou ; here, is'2 
rebellious heart, F cammet ſubdue it, Lord do 

D thou ; 


24 Wilt ull Impert tericy, 


thou 3 but thou wilt not reſſgxe up this Þcart, 

thou wilt not ſet about it as well asthou cant ; 

they will not frame their doings toturne unto 
Goa,Hoſ.s .q. they will not; {o thou wilt not 

frame thy tclt to do it as well as thou canſt, And 

therefore thou doſt wil/ ng/y go on, and thou 

art wholly inexcuſable before God ; and when 

he ſends thce to Hell thou ſhalt knew thins own 

will brought thee thither,Thou mightſt retorme 

thine outward man, but thou wilt not ; thou 

mightſt bridle thy Infts ard thy paſſions , but. 

thou wilt not, thou mightſt take a thouſand 

good opportunities, but thou wilt not, And 

therefore thou haſt no excule before God , thou 

doſt willingly periſh, Irs true thou can(t not, 

may be. but neceſſity #5 not it but thou wilt not ; 

Repugnanti indeed if thou didft eycry day labour to fight a- 
r0* volenti o::nftthy luſts, ard rebit to the utmoſt and 
- ard couldſt not, then it were neecfſity, but thou doſt 
; net, nay thou wilt not. Hee that reſifteth and 
then cannot, hee may plead. Lord what a wo- 

ful neceſſity of finning am J in ! but thou giveſt 

way to thy luſts and therefore thou art inexcu- 


fable, and thou doſt willingly periſh. - 
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T7 ſecond now follows. Ewvery wicked 
KL man us ſlothfall and negligent. Thou eyill 
ſervant and flothſull, ſayes Chriſt, Mat 25.26. 
Thou haft beene lazy with the Talent 1 gave 
thee, ] gaye thee preaching and teaching, and 
thou: haſt beene lazy to heare tt. J haye given 

| thee 


. . 


— —_ 


8 cats PIT OS 


the proſſe#t Selfe-murder, | 


thee knowledge of that whichis good, and 
thou haſt beene lazy to improve it. I have 
pulled tree to Prayer bythe motion of my 
Spirit, and thou haſt. beene lazy ar the duty. 
1 hou evill and ſlothtull ſervant, I have given 
thee ma ny a {weet opportunity to he ridde of that 
baſe luſt that thou art moſt addicted unto, and 
thou haſt beene lazy totake it. This is atio= 
ther ground of this Do@trine. Now if this be 
fo, thou muſt lay the blame on thine own w1ll, 
and not on Gods denying thee power ; Becaule 
ſloth is a fault oft} e will. J carnot call him 
a ſiuggard. that ſticks at a carr, but onely 
him that flicks at a 7/717 zot. He that labours 
and {irives as much as hee can, none will call 
him a ſluggard, but him than can labour more 
and will ut, Sleth is a voluntary fault of the 
will: Tow loag wilt tho ſleep O ſluggara? Prov. 
6.9. How long wiltthou 2? its not a fault of 
1mpetcncy, but of will. 


Five Demonſtrations to prove this, 
Firſt, it thou be flothfull to good duties, 


thenthou doſt only 1magine a company of cat- 
rots. ) carnot do as J would fayſt thou ; No 3 
Way then art thou flothfull, ro make more 
imaginary canxots ? A ſlothfull man uma- 
Sincs more carrots then there be, I cannot go 
this journey ſayes he, J ſhall be weary, J ſhall 
be rob'd, J ſhall fall off my horſe ; J cannot 
travell it;the way of a ſlothfull man is a hedge of 
Thornes. But the way of the righteous is made 
plaine fayes Solomon; the {lothtull man he ima- 
gincs there's a Thorne kedge in his way.I ſhalbe 

D 2 prickt, 
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36  Wilfull Impenttency, 
by rickt, ] cannot get oyer it ; what? is there a | 
19, Thorne hedge inthe way ? No ; for the righte- 
ous that goes it, hee finds it plaine, hee ſees 
none , no; there1s no ſuch Thorne-hedge in 
the way , but he does 1magine one ; and there- | 
fore his will nar is his let, not his cannot, for | 
bee does but imagine a cannot. Sodoſt thou | 
fay, | cannot do thus and thus ; why then art | 
thou ſlorhfull to imagine more cannots, and 
Thorne hedges then there are ? J cannot live | 
then. Oh ] c:nnot go ſo often to Prayer, and * 
if I ſhould do as you fay, ] ſhould be houted | 
at up and downe ; you tell mee Iam a Hell- | 
hound for my pride and my paſhons ; OhitTI 
ſhould believe this, ] ſhould never have mercy 
day more. Alas all theſe are b ut imaginary 
cannots, imaginary Thorne heages. Þ cannot be 
lo {tri&t, nexcher can Þ put it up, J fay thou doſt 
but imagine a company of cannots, and there- 
fore thou wilt not . 

2. Demonſtration, Jf thou bee ſlothfull to | 
good duties, then thog makeſt every little diffi- | 
calty a cannot ; nothing but an rmpoſſibility is a 
cam. But if thou bectt {lothfull, thou makeſt 
every little difficulty a carnor, Jcannat turne 
mine owne heart, nor breake mine own heart ; 
but why then art thou ſlothfull to make eyery 
little diſiculcy a cannot ? a flothfull man 
makes eyery little difficulcy a cannot, The 

flothfull man will not plow by reaſon; of cold, and 
Prov.20 4 therefore ſhall hee beg in harveſt and have ne- 
thing. Hee will not plough by reaſon of cold, he 

ſticks at a very little difficulty, his fingers are 

ſo tender forſooth, they muft not ake, his 

| Toes 
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Toes are fo Lady-like they muft not ſmart, 


| becauſe its a little diffculc, therefore hee will 


3 E————Rſ _ 


not do 1t;He will not plow by reaſon of cold, 
Well beg then and yee will ; cannot you en- 
dure a lutle cold ? yea, he could indure ic, but 
it would be difficult. And therefore ſayes the 
Text, he will not Plough by reaſon of cold. 
Hee does not ſtich at an impoſſibilit 7, for then in- 
deed hee could not. But the {lothtull man will 
not plough by reaſon of cold ; he ſtickes on- 
lyat adifhculty, and therefore he will not ; 
nay if hee ſhould labour ſoundly indeed, his 
very labour would keepe him from being a 
cold ; thetruth iz its the /abour of ploughing 
that fe is againſt. And theretare eyery lictle 
cold ſhall ſerve for an excuſe ; So why art 
thou ſlothfull to count every peity difficulty 
a cannot ? Its an uncomfortable thing to be 
alwayes poring on my finnes, I cannot abide 


| it, troubleſome to be Tongue-tyed. What 


not ſpeake a word but onely with warrant 
from Scripture ? cannot abideit ; what ne- 
yer helpe my ſ{etfe at 2 dead lift by telhng a 
lie? never right my felfe by a little revenge ? 


never comply nor ſor: with tuch and fuch oldk 


acquaintance, becauſe they drop out an Oath 
now and then before they are aware ? 'O I cag- 
hot abide it, What thus preciſe? ] am not 
able co abide it. No? canner, cannot thy ftub- 
borne will ſtoope to 4 little difficulty? getthee to 
Hell, and ſeeif thou canſt abide that, and 
therethanke thine owne will for thy pe- 
riſhing. s 
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3. Demonſtration, if thou beeſt flothfull, 3 Demos, 


Wilfuſl Tmpenttency, 


then thou turneſt thy very abilities into cannots, 
not onely all difhculcies, bur alſo thine abi- 
lities into cannots, Like 2 droze that is lazy, 
hee loſes his abilities that hee hath. By much 


Ecclef. 10. ſlothſulneſſe the building decayeth. Alas Jam 
z3, ycrydead-hearted fayitthou ; nay, but O man 


thetime was when Godquickned thce ata 
Sermon, why didft thou let it decay ? thetime | 
was wken thou wert a little well affected, why 
didftchon let ir decay ? time was when thou 
wert ſobercr, and lefſe givento wrath and 
paſhons ; and why didit thou let thele good 
conditions decay ? the Lord gayethee them 
heretofore, and thou haſt played the fluggard 
with them, an« therefore now they are decay- 
ed. Thy quickning is decayed, thy focrowes 
for finne decayed , thy meltings decayed , 
through much {lothfulnefle the building does 
decay. . Heethat ts ſlothfull inhis works is 
brother to agreat waſter, So thou art a bro- 


Prov.1.86. therto a great waſter becauſe thou art floth- 


Demon, 


tull, 
4, Demonſtration, If thou becſt flothfull 
then thou doſt voluntarily nayle thy ſelfe unto 
canunots, There is many a fnne that now thou 
art a ſlave to, that thou migh{t haye troden | 
under thy foot, but now thou canſt not ; thoy 
mighteſt have gone furcher and further on 
in reformation, 1f thou hadſt held on .when 
thou were goiltg ; likea Coach, its caher to 
makeit runne on when once its going, then 
ſtir i, when once it ſtands ſtill , and now thou 
canſt not, now thou art zay/ed to it, /ike the 
deore to þis hing ff, Now thou canſt pray and 
= | | pray 
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pray ahd grow ne're the better, heare and read 


andneer the holier, as the dore tarneth upon 


its hinges, ſo dath the ſlothfull man on his Bed. 
The dore goes too and tro, to itgoes and fro 
t goes, it goes may beall the yeere long ; and 
fill it hangs jult upon the ſame hinges, and 
after ieven yeares travell, it hangs there where 
irdid ; its nayled to its hinges, So its with a 
ſluggiſh heart, hee goes to a Prayerand from 
a Prayer, toa Sermon and from a Sermon, 
toa good duty and from a g560d duty ; and 


{ti[l he hangs juſt on th? {ime hinzes, Hz lath 


_ gotcen no oround, 1s ju where hze was 3 fo 


thou art juſt at the ſame paſle, after a thou- 
land prayers and a thouſand Sermons, and mil- 
lions of good duties, till thou hangeſt on 
thy old duties, neeze the more pureto this 
houre. 

5. Demonſtration, Sloth is 4 lazy putting 
forth by halves of that power one hath, This 
allo is the yery nature of Sloth. When a man 
hath more power then hee ſhewes, but heeis 
lazy to put itall forch, The Scripture uſes 2 
compariſon of a man , that hides his hand in 
his bolome, an chough hee haye meat ſtand- 


_ ingbefore him, yet hee will notſo much as 


bring it to [:is mouth. A. flothfull man hi- 
deth his hand in hi; botome, and will not 
bring it to his mouth. Waat? why does hee 
ſtarve? becauſe hee hath not any meate? No ; 
The meate ſtandeth before him ; becauſe hee 
hath not any hands ? no, hee hath a hahd in 
his boſome ; becauſe his hang hath the dead 
Pally, and hee not able to ſture it ? No, hee 
» D 4 | will 
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will ot put it forth, He will nat bring it to 
his meath, tayes the Text ; So when thou art 
Praying thou will not put thy telfe forth, when 
thou art reforming thou doſt not put thy felte 
forth ; when thou art about any good leryice 
thou doſt not put thy {elte forth ; here is a Sab- 
bath b*tore thee, and a Sacrament betore thee, 
but thou wilt not reach it to thy mouth ; thou 
wilt not p::t thy ſelte forth. The Lord tells 
thee thes ſinne will breake thy necke, and thou 
wilt not ſo much as reac it ro thy mouth, nor 
apply it to thy heart ; may be it would humble 
thee and feed thee, but thou wilt notreach 
it rothy mouth ; what a deale of power haſt 
thou ? but thou putſt it forth by the halves, 
whentt ou art examining thy Conſcience, thou 
p' tt thy lelie forth by the halves, thou miohrſt 
put thy {clfe torch many degrees more, but thou 
xwik not. 
Oh beloved this ſame point will frike the 
World dumbe before God, even this, why did yee 
wor pat your ſelves forth to the utmoſt ? Thou 
haſt ſomewhat more in thce then by reaſon of 
* SER... lazinefle thou doſt put forth. 
ol I ws ' There # more thenby reaſon of Sluggiſhneſſe 
prove it. thou putteſt forth, 
1. Arga. Firft,its a ſigne #t 2 in thee, becaule when God 
does convert a (11mer, he docs not put in new pow- 
ers and faculties into the ſoule ; he does not put 
in a new faculty of thinking and underſtanding, 
and willing, and affetting, and remembring, 
No ; the 1oule hath theſe faculties already, un- 
«derſtanding already, and thinking already, and 
remembring ard defiring already, and willing 
already, 


o& ed. ares a ee tO Sd oy 
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alreacy ; but God does not put in new facul- When God 
ties, but turnes them thart are there unto him= —_— e@ 
{elfe like a Watch out of frame, the wheeles are he I moe 
. . If 
there ſtill, the fpring ſtill, and eyery parcell thee indeed 
thereſtill ; but all out of frame, and the artiſt paſſive ca- 
ſets them in frame ; ſo the Soule hath them in enraar oy 
It ; True it requires the 072-1potent power of God |, 1... ,_ 
to turne all theſe faculties to him. Notwith- 09s 1 
ftanding thou doſt vo/a#tarily turne them unto own natu- 
other things, and not unts God. They are every rall facul- 
teS Are 
one iN thee, as thou art a man, But God may ,-c. dp 
not haye them, nay and thou mightelt put them ſupernatu- 
forth to more then thou doſt. Orher things can rall a&s_ 
have them ſwperfluouſly, but God may not bave *P9R ſu- 
them. (7 intend not a power of doing the leaſt tg 


| | rall object 
good in 4 gracious manner, tor to engage God to God. 


give thee grace only, 

Secondly, its a (igne it is in thee. (] meane 2. Arg. 
fill fo farre forth as to demonſtrate thee floth- 
tull.) ] fay its a figne it is in thee, becauſe 
thou canſt ſhew as great power otherwiſe. W hen 
a lervant can runne a race for his ſport , why 
will hee not 0 his Maſters errand when hee 
bids him ? Its a Ggne 1t is in him , and he will 
net put it forth, Canſt thou not ſpare an 
houre every day for private Prayer unto God, 
ſometime for to meditate and belabour thy 
heart ? Thou canſt ſpare twice as much for 
thy belly and thy backe, and thy profits. Canſt 
thou not ſhed teares for 'thy ſinnes ? Thou 
canſt ſhed teares for madneſle , and wrath , and 
yexation, Canſt thou not tell how to glorifte 
God ? Oh my parts are very ſhallow , gifts 
yery {mall ,&c, But thoy art wiſe to ds evil Fey | 

are 
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are wiſe ts do evill, but do good they have na 
kzowledge. Its a ligne it is inthee, bat thou wilt 
z9t. Thou cant no: jpeake for God, thou canſt 
not be angry agaiuſt finae, nor lay to hearc 
the mileries of Gods Church? No ? but thou 
canit finde thy Tongue faſt enough tor to 
raile, and clamour ; and thou canſt eyen burſt 
with anger when thou art croft. Irs a ligne 
its in thee, a figne there is witenough in thee, 
and ability enough in theeto take paynes. 
Thou haſtit for other things, but thou wilt not 
put it forth for the Lord. Oh how does this p: 0- 
voke the maſt highelt !Thgt ſtrangers ſhould de 
voure all thy ſtrength. Like Epbraim. jfrangers 
devorred all hi ſtrength. God myuigint have 
none of it, butſtcangers and ſtrange luits could 
haveit ; the World can have thy paines and 
thy cares, the things of the World they can 
have thy thoughts and thy ſtreagch, and not 
7 ſayes Chriſt. Asa Maſter complaines of his 
retractory ſecuant, you cxn do it tor your {elte, 
and do & for others ; but you will no: doit 
tor me, 4 ſigne it us in thee, but thou wilt not put 
it forth, | 
Thirdly, a figne it is in thee for thou canſt 
ſhew it to whom thou liſteſt; like a ſluggard that 
will worke at idle times, to thou canlt ferye 
God when thou haſt nothing elle to do. Like 
Pharaohs conceit of the {ſraclites, That they 
would lerve God becauſe they had nothing 
cl{etodo. Yee are idle, idle yee are, therefore ye 
ſay, let us go and ds ſacrifice unto God. Becaule 
they had nothing elſe todo ; So when thou 


haſt nothing, elle to. do with thy Tongue then 
thou 
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thou catft giver to God ; nothing elle to do 
with thy thoughts, then thou canſt thinke of 
God ; when thou haſt no uſe of a lie then thou ' 
canſt tell truth, &c. aſigne it is in thee, it is 
not the telling of the truth ; it is not the ſpeak- 
ing very g:nily and modeſtly that is not in 
thee to do ; but thou wilt not put it forth ; nay 
thou canſt be ſoundly proyoked while, ſome 
are 1n Company, and yet {till as quiet as may 
be, a f5gne it is 1n thee, 


Fourthly, a /igne it #s in thee, but thou art 4+ Arga. 


ſo ſluggiſh thou ws!t not put it forth ; becauſe the 
rod ts able ts whip it out of thee Like a Boy that 
1s idleand can lay nothing, yet his Maſter is 
able to whip it out of him, then hee can ſa 
it very roundly. Sothou canft not thinke of. 
thele things. yet let God laſh thee and whip 
thee with /iekneſſe, or with the pargs of death, 
Then O TI haye beene a Drunkard, and I have 
becne nought, Ihave becne wicked, and Oh 
it God would recover mee, ] would not for a 
world finne to as ] haye done ; Then thou 
canſt weepe, and then thou canſt cry, and then 
O for the Miniſter, A figneit isin thee, for 
a rod. puts in no new, but onely laſhes up that 
which lay there ; as the Twigges of the rod 
have no wertze in them to put /earning into the 
Boy, but itsa figne it-was in him. Ahthou 
wretch thou, thy blood lies en thine owne 
head ; why then doltthou not now put thy 
{clfe forth ? Thou canſt, but Oh it killes thee 
tothinke now of taking paynes, after ſuch 
things, Itkills thee now to goe to thy beads 
andlic at weeping croſle, and be ſo =—y 
Ot- 
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forſooth. Oh it kills thee now to take paines 

here abonts, like the ſfluggard, the deſire of the 
fruegard kills hims, for h:s hands refuſe to la- 

Prov.21. boyy. Heedefires to have a crop, but it kills him 
*5*fogo tothe Plough ; hee defires to have his 
markets, but it kit|s him to go thither. So thou 

defirelt, to goto Heaver, but it kills thee to 


take «paines 3 Mortification, Selfe-Denyal, 


Repentance , Hunuliation , Examination of 
Conſcience, Reformation of life ; Oh theſe 
kifl thee to thinke ofthem. A figne much 
is m thee, but it killes thee to put it 
forth. | 
$--17g8. Fifthly, Afigne it i inthee, becauſe thou canſt 
don hundred times more then when thou art 
pleaſed ; lcke awilfull laty lervant, you could 
doit better if you were pleaſed fayes his Ma- 
fter. Soas long as thou art plealed thou canſt 
be more religious, a figne it is in thee. Rheho- 
boams ns firſt yeares were religious ; Peter 
Martyr obſerves, hee was well pleated that 
fame while hecfaw it was for the eſtabliſhing 
his kgngdome. Andthe Lewits came to him, 
rom Fereboam, ſo long hee was pleaſed, and 
then hee was religious, but afterwards not ; 
and why not afterwards to ? Its af(igne it was 
m him, but he was »t well pleaſed ; So Foaſh 
did right in the fight of the Lord all the dayes of 
Jehoiada. ' Why ? then hee was well pleaſed 
withReligion, forir helpt him to roor ont 
2 Kings12 ns als : Fehoiada had beene the Sz- 
2, © Veionr of h% life, the helpe of him tothe King- 
dome, the Lord proteſter of his Nonage, t 
eſt abliſher of hÞ:s Scepter. AN this while Reli- 


gion 
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giof did pleaſe him, but afterwards he would 
not do right in the ſight of the Lord, Why ? be- 
cauſe other things now pleaſed hum better ; 
but its a figne it was in him, They on the 
rock, they could heare, and profeſle as lon 
asthe Goſpel/did pleaſe them, they heard it 
with joy, that pleaſed them well. Yee know 7,yke 4.13 
Joy is a very pleaſing thing, andthen they 
could be forward to profeſle it. A figne it was 
in them, but ia time of affliction and perſecu- 
tion, nay now the Goſpel! did not pleaſe. them, 
and therefore they fall off. So thou canſt love 
a child of God as long as he pleateth thee, 
nay thou canſt commend him for his holi- 
neſle ; O its a credit to thec to be acquainted 
with ſuch a one. But when ſome thing does 
not pleaſe thee, then thou canſt hate him in thy 
heart ; all theſe are fignes it is in thee, &#t thou 
wilt not put it forth. 

Sixthly, a figne it is 5m thee, becauſe thou g. Arg. 
wilt ſhew it in Hell;there Dives ſhal ſhew it was 
in him to have regarded a godly poore Lazarus,to 
 bave reſpefted the [aluatis of his five brethren : 
there hce ſhall ſhew it was ih him to feare Hell 
more then he did, Then the wicked ſhall fay ; , , _. 
What hath pride profited us? And what have = 
riches and meanes advatitaged us ? Then they 
ſhall ſee it was in them not to count them for _ 
hypocrites, and Fooles and mad - Men that 
were more religious then themſelves, Mee 
fooles counted A r life madneſſe, aud. wee had 
them inderiſion, & lo they are received among ff 
the Saints, Wiſd.y.2,4,5- And therefore it is | 
in thee, why then wilt thou not put thy: felfe 

| forth ? 


H#2peni- 
ws {.5 "i 


day, 


Provy.14. 


No excuſe 
will ſerve 
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forth? I fay this will ftrike you all dumbe bc- 
fore God at the laſt day ; why would you net 
put your felyes forth? And how do you fard 
lazing and idling out the dayes of your owne 
peace ! 


Yee cannot have any one excuſe. 


Firſt, Yce cannot iay #0 body hired you ; In- 
deed the caretulleſt ſervant in the World muſt 
of neceſſity be idle when none will imploy 
him ; why ſtand you here idle al the day long ? 
No man hath hired us Lord, Math. 20.6. 
marke they haye an excuſe that they were ne- 
yer hired into the Vineyard. That was morc 
neceſlary idlenefſe ; but you haye beene hired ; 
nay you were hired very earelyin the morning, 
and therefore why ſtand -you here idle all thc 
day long ? 

Secondly, now thou art in Gods Vine- 
yard, thou canſt zot ſay I cammet profeſſe. 1 can- 
not profit by hearing, ner profit by praying, 
&c. Thou canſt not lay fo; for why doft thou 
not labour ? in all labour there is profit. 
Never did a man labour but ſome profit or 
other hee did get ; butthou wouldſt not 12+ 
bour, but thou ſtoodeft lazing and idling. 


Faine wouldft thou be faved ; faineetcape 


Hell and damnation, and oh that this were 
to labour for it. Like the fluggatd that defi- 
retha haryeſt, and yet is idle ; O atinamhec 
eſſet laborare ; Hee lies loytering and playing, 
and oh that this were to labour ! Oh that this 
were to plough and to ſow ! - It his Bed were 
the Plough, and his Pillow the Teeme, 
he 
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hee would then drive it well ? So doſt thov, 
atinam hoc eſſet reſipiſcere, thou goeſt on mind- 
ing the things of this lite, carking and caring 
&c. Viinam hoc efſet reſipiſcere. O that this 
were to repent, and this were to go to Heaven ! 
thou art ncgligent, of Prayer, and Faith and 


| holineflle, Chriſt Jeſus ſave mee ; Thus cryes 


the drubkard, Chriſt ſave mee, and thus the 
worldling, Chriſt Jeſus forgive mee. Thus like 
a ſivggard thou wiſhcft ; O that this were be- 
lievirg and fervirng of Gcd, Like the fluggard 
J fay, O that this were to labour ; thou might 
ey if thou wouldſt labour ; is all labour is 
profit ; but thou wilt not labour, and therefore 
inexculable. O what a ſpeechlefle creature 
ſhall thou te before God at the laſt day ! This 
is the ſecond ground ofthe Dectrine ; The 
reaſon why a wicked nan dces not turne un- 
to God, is not becauſe hee cannot; but becauſe 
hee will not, Jiay the ground of it is 
£Þis. | 

Every wicked man is flothfull and 

negligent. 


Stirre up your ſelyes yee whole heart the 
Lord hath awakened ; Though the wicked bee 
ſlothfull, w// yee be flothfull alſo ?- O what 
infinite reaſon hath the Lord to corre us, 
eyery.one of usall ? Flow wofally ſlothfull are 
our ' FR ! Jcannot maſter my unruly heart 
fayes one, and J cannotcaft out this fame hard 
hearted Devil! ; Thus wee fay like the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt wee could not caff him out, O 


Kithlefle Generation, how long ſhall 2 bee 


with 
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Mar.9 19- with you [ayes Chriſt, Cannot caſt him out? 


Why ? he could go out by Preaching and Faft- 
ing ; So theſe ſame diſtempers of heart , theſe 

02.01 hearted Devils would go our foone c- 
nough by Faſting and Praying ; but Oh wee 
are jo lazy therear, and fo cold «nd fodead 
and fo drowfie, wee doe not take paines. 
There 1s teaching in abundance ; and why can- 
not wee learne? There is iſery enowgh on the 
Church , and why cannot wee mourne ? There 
is woe enough a comming , and why cammot 
wee provide tor't afore-hand ? God will whip 
out theſe lazy weeds out of us, if we belong to 
bim ; O it provokes him ! as V-neger to the 


Teeth, and ſmoake tothe Eyes, ſo 1s the ſluggard 


Pro.19.26 pg bir that ſends him. Ah thou lazy drone ; 


this 'tis to ſend a leaden-heeld drone of ones 
errand ; it makes the Maſter looke as ſowerly 
en him , as if hee had drunken a Porringer of 
Vineger. $0 beloved, this our ſloth to good 
things it does deepely provoke God ; there is 
many a mercy wee loſe , becaule of our floth ; 
mafiy & g7ace Wee never attaire, nay many a 
creſſs and many a trouble do wee get by reaton 


of our floth. Oh let us ſtirre up our elves, 
and blow up the ſparkes that are under the exz- ' 


bers, of elſe it will be evill and bitter, that 
God will make us to ſuffer. And you that 


live in your finnes', let metell you ; yee can ne- 


ver looks for mercy except ye ſhake off your ſloth; 


yee may defire to be converted, and pardoned, 
and ſaved, and fo forth ; but the ſoxle of the 


ſluggard defireth and hath not . But the diligent 


hall be made fat, 'Tisthe diligent, the gen: 
On y 
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oficly that ſhall be fatred with grace ; but yee 
may defire all dayes of your life , but yee ſhall 
never have grace, except yee take paines, Nay, 
your owne raynes ſhall torment you in Hell ; 
Oh how did ] idle out my time, and let flip 
occaſions ; and ] could die,and ] would to hell, 
and ] would not doe otherwiſe, and woe is mee 
that ever ] was borne,&c. 


— 


The Third Ground, 


A wick ed man will not ſet himſelfe to wſe all 
the meanes that he may. 


E is not onely ſlorhfall 1n the ute of the 
lame , nor onely will he not do as mach 
good as hee may, but alfo hee will not ſo much 
as ule the meanes conftantly in any faſhion, . J 
cannot laith hee repent, nor be ſuch a hew crea= 
ture as you talke of ; Why then wilt thou 
not uſe the meanes ? This makes thee inexcu= 
lable. All the whole World both godly and 
ungodly have a cannot ; irdecd the ungodly theit 
carer is larger and begins ſooner, but the 
godly their cannot is much /eſſened, and be- 
ginnes further off. The Lotd inables them to 
oo further then all the wicked of the World ; 
but beyond that there beginnes their Cannot, 


h bo all the whole World have their cannot ; 


call that the mweanes of grace.which is between 
thew Can and their camor, As Prayers and 
tearing the Word , and ſtudying, and medi- 
ating, &c, The Lord feeing all men if their 

| = E cannat, 
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cannots, hath appointed. ſuch meanes as they 
can, whereby they are to ſeeke unto Ged, to 
do that which they cart, Now a child of 
God whole cannot is in ſome mcaſure healed 
by grace, heecan pray in faith, and heare in 
faith, &c, And theretore Praycr in faith, henr- 
ing Gods Word in faith, &c. are his meanes 
to get more ; hee cannot obey more, nor be- 
lieye more, but he uſes theſe meanes that Hee 
may. Buta wicked man his carnot # larger, 
hee catinot pray in faith, and do theſe in taith, | 
and therefore the ſairhſmll doing of theſe duties j 
are not his meanes. | cannot do 1o layes hee ; 
No, bur thou maylt ſer upon them all, and | 
dothem in as. good manner as thou canſt ; 
that is thy meares, Though thou canſt not pray 
in faith, yet thou canſt fer up conſtant Prajers 
in thy Family though. ſuch as they are ; Thou 
catſt not conferre with grace, but.thou canſt 
conferre about grace every day ; thou canſt not 
repeate the Word to thy Houſhold in faith, but 
thou canſt repeate it, inas geod a manner as 
thou art able, that 7 thy meanes. Nowit 
thou wilt not uſe the meanes thou ſtickelt at 4 | |; 
will xot ; and when thou, doſt periſh thou mult | ;, 
thanke thine owze will, thou ſtickſt ata w:ll 
zot, The firſt queſtion Chriſt askes thee is 
this, what canſt thou do 2 As when the ſonnes 
pf Zebedee beg'd to fit one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left, this they could not, 
except God did youchſafe them a new gift. But ſir. 
what can yee do ? ſayes Chriſt, are yee able tal, 
Arinke of the Cup that I ans to drinke off, and beth; 
Bagtizsd with the Baptiſmg that 1 am Ba pig i 
> -.FO9 
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with ? Wee are able lay they, Mat. 20.22,23- 
Tee ſhall iadced drinks. co Markehe puts them 
ro do that which they can, and then bids them 
leave that which they cannot unto God. lay 
the firſt queftion Chriſt askes thee is, what 
canft thou do ? I cannot be a Saint, Lord hcip 
me to mercy, &c, Y ca but what canſt thou do ? 
Canſt thou notute theſe and thele meanes, 
I appoint thee ? /f thow 17! 0t do them, neither 
will I heipe thee. Tius1s the nature of meanes 
to be a meanes to that which one canmt ; A 
ciuld of God can pray in faith, but hee can- 
not maſter ſuch a luſt, :nd therefore hee pray- 
eh in fatththat he may. Hee can heare the 
word preached in faith, but hee cannot get 
his I.eart to it as hee would, and therefore 
hee heareth in fach that kee may, Doing 
trele in faxchare the meanzs ; now this is not 
the meanes ofthe wicked, tor they 6amnot do 
any thing in faith but their n:eanes is to {ec 
abor tthem at leaſt that they may. I cannot 
pray in faith tayſt thou, yer : but thou canſt 
ſet up conftant Prayers in thy Family though, 
luch as they are ; thou canſt not caſt off thy 
finnes in faith, thou may(t caſt them of though 3 
a godly man may do thele things in faith, 


2nd therefore that is his meanes. But that which Naw, 


it his canis thy cannet, and that which is his 
meanes thou muſt uſe meanes unto. Thou mult 
pray that thou may pray in faith, repeate the 
Word that thou maylt repeate it in faith; re- 
forme thy life that thou mayſt reforme it in 
ith : and ſeckethe Lord that thou maylt ſeek 


=f®\him in faigh, Now if thou wilt not (et upon 


eh ? 


E 2 the 
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the meahes, thou ſtzckſt at a will not ; I con- 


This con- feſle here is the difference, the godly have a pro- 
founds the iſe #por their u ſing of the meanes, they uſing 


Helena, of 
the Arm. 


nians, 


T.Argu. 


Media. 


them 11 faith . but thou haſt no promiſe, yet who 
knowes what God may do? As the King of Ni- 
neveh aid, lets cry mightily to God ; lets caſt 


LE 


away theſe and theſe finnes, who kyowes if | 


God will turne and repent ? Jon.3.9. hee had 
”o promiſe, hee could zot tell whether God 


would forgive. He would ſet upon the means, ... 


hee would cry mightily, and it hit well; for God 
ſpared the City,if thou wilt not ſet upon the 
meanes, thou doft wiltully periſh ; and here I 
cleared two things 1. That God appoints 


eyery man the meanez that hee may ule, hee |. 


way uſe thoſe meanes that God commands him as 
meanes, 2. That if hee will not, he does wilfully 
periſh. 


Arguments to prove a wicked man may uſe 
the meanes that God appointeth 
| AS MEeARCS. 
I cannot heare tle preaching of the Word 
flaycſtthou, I am deafte, T- cannot heare Ser- 
mons, then that is not thy meanes ; reading 


which thou c:nft, and meditating which thou, 


canſt is thy meanes. Every man may ute 
the meanes that God does appoint him as 
meanes. 

Firſt, becauſe its the very nature of meanes t1 
come betweene ones can and his cannot and theres 
fore they are calkd media, becauſe they come 
ih the midft berwoene a mans can and his 
cannot. By what meancs may Igo upto a 

an, 


| 
F 


| 
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don? flying in the Aire is not my meanes.Nojthat 
is a Birds meanes and not mire, tor I: cannot 
doit; but my mcanes is going if Thave legges*: 
or riding, if they be nor able ; or carrying, if L 
cannot ride, Every mans medinms comeinbe- 
twecnethat which hee ca and that which hee 
carmor, and he is to uſe them, that, that which he 
cannot he may be inabled to do. 4:4, 
Secondly, becauſe God does hot exhort men 
ftockes and ſtones, but as men 
that are edifyable by his words. If there wereno 
meanes they could poſtibly uſe, they were like 
It they had no. eares as 
meanes to let it 1n,no #»der/fanding as meanes 


- toconcerye it; no power of willing atleaft to 


fer about it, thea wee ſhaujd preach toia com- 
pany of ſtockes, There muſt be fome meanes 
propounded, that men are inabled to. uſe 


| ( though by any power. of their - owne they 


carinot do it graciouſly Yor elle as good preach 
Now God-. pro- 
teſts hee drawes men as men may be drawhe ; 
I draw them with the cords of a man. Hoſ.x7 4. 
That is with ſuch cords asa man maybe draws 
with ;' not hike company of ſtockes. and of 
ſtones ; if yee have but. the carnall reafon of a 
man, theſe cords they would draw you.:::God 
drawes you like men, withthe cords of a man ; 
indeed in the quickzing of the heart , and in 
point of repentance, a man is no more ative then 
4 [tpne. But when he drawes you to thermeanes, 
hee drawes you like meni, and therefore-ye may 


| come if ye will,and if ye be but men, thelecords 
are cords to draw. men, EF 
E } 
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Wrilfuill Impentecy, 
Thidly, becarſe Gods anger i3 very reaſonable; 
when: a Maſter is angry with a feryant, that 
may do zthing and yet will not, wee call his 
anger 2 very realonabie anger. I know Gods 
anger is - very reaſonable, for things which 
thou canſt not; becauſe once heegaye thee 
power ; but when hee commendeth the meanes, 
row his anger is yery reaſonable, Wee our 
ewne-ſelycs count this anger very reaſonable 


- 18the like caic; what will hee not do it ? No not 


uſe the meanes for to do it ? Would not this 
auger any body? Say wee lo, for thele things 


lake comes the wrath of God upon the children of | 


difobedience. Eph.g.6. That 1s for adultery, for 


fornication, for vaine words, and vainc hopes 


robe 1ayed, for thele things comes the wrath | 


of Ged - upon the children of difobedience. 
Hee does not ſay for not being renewed, for 
not being} converted, but for thete things comes 
the.wzath of God forth. He's angry tor thar, 
but his wrath comes gencrally forth upon men for 
theſe: things becauſe they will not uſe the means, 
They wall nor give over thoſe finnes which are 
the hinderances to converſion. This is very 
ealpnable ; ifa man were not able; ts doit, 
there would be ſome ſhey at leaſt of unreaſon- 
ablenefle.in Gods anger ; but there is not any 


ſhew of 'unreaſonablencile in his anger, when | 


metywill: got buckle to the weanes which they 
way; When God commanded the Egyprians to 
ſubmit and -be humbled, they would. 'nor ;, he 
comm3nded them at leaſt to uſe the meanes, to 
Het his'people go, andthey would ot: You ſhall 
ice how 'the Text fayes his anger now was 

J very 
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very reaſonable ; there is a ſweet phraſe, Pſal. 
73.50, He wade a way to bs anger ; inthe He- 
brew,'tis hee weighed a path to hi anger. Hee 
weighed it ina ba//ance; marke how reaſonably 
and preportionab!y God ts angry. Hee puts his 
anger and mens linnes mn 2 ballance, and weighs 
out the right mealure of anger, When 3 fer- 
yant forceth a Maſter to be angry whether he 
will or no, hee cannot complaine his Maſters 
anger is unreaſonable ; hee may go of his er- 
rands and he will not, he may d> this bufines 
and kce will not ; 1fhee cannot do the bufi- 
nefle it ſelfe, ye he may uſe the meanes, and 
will not, Now his Maſters 2nger is very rea- 
ſonable, becauſe hee forcech him to be angry ; 
as the churning of Milke bringeth forth butter, 
ſo the forcing of wrath bringeth forth ſtrife .Pro. 
20.33. Hee does eyen charme his Maſters paſ- 
fiofis, and hee forces the fame, as a churner 
forcing the Milke to become Butter, fo hee 
forces ones kindneſſe ro become anger ; and 
therefore the anger 15 very reaſonable. So 
God is yery reafonable in his anger ; wilt thon 
hot uſe the meanes to be quickned ? Suppole 
thou canſt not gzicken thy ſolfe, but wile thou 
not ſee about the meanzs ? This churneth 
the Lords anger, and his anger is very realon» 
able. 

Fourthly, Gods offer of his T—_ to the 
wiaked ſerious ; ifthey were ſenceleſſe and 
quite dead, and could do nothing, his offer 
were not: ſerious ; ſhould a man offer a hun- 
dred pound to a dead carcaſle, here is a hundred 
pound for you, if youle take it, i'le giye it you. 
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This offer were not ſerious , becauſe the dead 
carkaſle 1s not able to ſtirre, but is ſencelefle, 
True. in matter of converſion it ſelfe, a man is as 
dead as a carkaſſe. Nevertheleſſe he u not abſo- 
lutely a dead carkaſſe to all uſe of the meanes ; 
he hath the life of nature, and reaſon, and of 
fence, and therefore when God offers his King- 
dome in the meanes, this offer is ſerioms. Turne 
you at my reproofe, behold f will poure out my 
ſeirit unto you, Prov.r.23. Hee fpeakes there 
even of Reprobates and all, and hee ſeriouſly 
ofters thems hzs ſpirit, and theictore they might 
haye gone about the meanes, but they would 
not; Vocatio deieſt ſeria, as our Divines do all 
fay, and therefore the meanes hee appointeth 

may be uſed. 
Fiftly, becauſe Gods reproofes are very equall ; 
ould a man -reprove a criple tor not running, 
this reproofe were not cquall , becauſe hee is 
not able to do it, J grant when God reproves 
the wicked for being {ntull , ſuch reproofes are 
all equall : thougiithey be not able to be with- 
out finne ; but then equalicy 1s grounded up- 
on ſomething betore, namely upon their vo- 
Inntaxy apoſtacy and inability in Adam. But 
when God reproves them for not ſetting abour 
the meanes, his reproofes then are yery equal, 
and the equality is grounded upon their 4/- 
fineſſe preſent ; will yee not feare mee ? ayes 
God; }dothis and this ; marke his reproote is 
very equalt. Gcd reproves lirael for vot ebſer- 
wing hu Statutes , (aying the Statutes of Omri 
arekept. Mic.6. 16. Youcan obſerve his ſta- 
tntes , why cannot you fet about mine ? _ 
ets 
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ſets upa Temple, you can go conſtantly to ir, 
why cannot you go conftattly to mine ? The 
reproofe was very equall, If thou wilt not 
ſer upon the meanes, thou art moſt equally con= 
demned. ] catinot Preach fo often as ſome 
do , not be ſo much reſident as ſome are. No ? 
Why wilt thou not give oyer one of thy two 
livings then ? Thou art able todo that;if chow'/t 
»ot ſet upon the meanes, thy condemnation ic e- 
quall. Thus ] have confirmed this firſt Poing, 
namely, that the wicked way uſe thoſe meanes 
that the Lord commands them as meanes. 

In the ſecond place ] ſhewed that this being 
thus, thy condemnation muſt bee wilfull if tho 
wilt not uſe all the meanes. 


Arguments to prove it. 


Firſt, The Lord will not helpe that man by 4 
miracle to go that hath legges to go and will net; 
Thou fayſ thou would taine go to Heayen ; 
tell mee what legges hath God given thee ? 
What meanes hath hee lent thee ? If thou wilt 
not uſe them, the Lord will rever helpe thee 
without, Had the Iſraelites had ahy meanes to 
have gotten over Jordan, as Ships or Barkes, 
Boates, or Bridges , or Fords, and they would 


_ Not, hee would neyer have helpt them over 


withoyt, Y ou know the Lord parted the waters, 

Foſh.3-1 3. but if they had refuſed the meanes, 

hee would not have kept them on this mati- 

ner without : if they had food [uffscient in the 

Wilderneſſe to cate, and they would not, hee 

would not haye rained food downe upon on 
a 


Nete. 
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had they had Shoomakers and Drapers , and 
cloath ſufficient to come by , and they would 
not,, hee would neyer have miraculouſly have 
hehvt the garments from wearing. Its a tempting 
of God, when thou haſt the meanes and wilc 
not be diligent in them , to defire God to helpe 
thee without ; thou wouldſt haye thy chil- 
dren Gods children , thy family Chriſts fami- 
ty ; then »ſe the meanes, Set up the conſtant 
invocation of Gods Name , Morning and Even- 
mg among them ; tet up Reading, fer up Cate- 
chiſing , and every good thing : or thou canſt 
neyer expect it, Wouldſt thou bee holy, and 
heayenly ? then-uſe the mannes; Talk of Heayen 
in thy mectings , reaſon about grace, inquire 
of good ſoules, and how may J come by an 
humble heart > How may Þ get taith , and be 
Head by the ſpirit ? If thou wilt not be conſtant in 
the uſe of the meanes, all thy prayers to God are 
nothing but temptings. Thou art troubled with 
by-thoughts, thou tfayſt thou would(t faine 
bee delivered there-from ; then uſe the meanes, 
be not fo long without God every houre , pray 
every day oftger, ſtrive inthe duty the harder ; 
if thou wilt not uſe the meanes , God will ne- 

yer helpe thee without, Thou art full of th 
doubtings , thou ſayſt thou heartily deſireſt to 
bee freed ; then uſe the meanes, or thou lyeſt : 
give over thy br044 walking thy broad acquain- 
tance ; thoſe that haye no more holineſle in 
them then the ſtock are thy boſomelt friends ; 
if thou wilt not uſe the meanes, God will ne- 
ver aſſure thee without ,- nor convert - thee 
without; Dives his five brethren will nat heare 
Mobs 
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Moſes and the Prophets, they ſhall have no mi- 
racle from the dead, Luke 16.18. if God lend 
thee the meanes, hee will not faye thee with- 
Out, | 
Secondly, God wrll not bate a farthing of the | 
price hee Pairs at ; When a AS ſo SO 
once ſet his loweſt price, hee will not g0c 
lower. Now the »ſe of the veanes, are Gods 
loweſt price, the Lord will not bate a farthing 
of. that;wherefore is a price put into the hand of a 
foole, Pro.1 7.16. the meanes of grace arethis 
price, and the price is in thy hands, when the 
Lord vouchfafcs thee the nicanes, beele not bate 
thee a farthing of this price, He lets this. price 
on his mercies and graces, thou muſt ule all 
the meanes ; not as though grace might be 
valued ; noit exceedeth all prices, or as though 
race were not free, Yea, its free and without 
price : its fit thoughthat this price ſhould be. 
ſctupcn the almes, that the proud beggar 
ſhould chooſe to receive-it'; ifthou wilt not 
oive the price that God hath put into' thy 
hand, thou art worthy to mifle it ; I will give 
lo much, and Jabour ſo 'much, and pray ſo 
much, and reforme ſonmch, No, ne ; that will 
not do, Chriſt will haye. tether odde | penny 
too ; thy filthy ſpeaking muſt off, and thy baſe 
paſſions and old curſes muſt off, heele have thee 
ſtoope to all his holy meanes ; wouldeft thou 
haveit cheaper ? Mine ownhe children; ahd 
Saints never had it cheaper. Not Abraham, 
Tſaac, tior Faceb, nor Paul ; they were faine to 
 1ſe all holy meanes, to abandon every Juſt, to 
ſer up eyery duty, ipyocation in-their families 
meditratipn 
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meditation in their hearts, examination m 
their confciences , holy communication in 
mouthes, none of my Saints had it ' cheaper. 
And thou makeft a mock of them for praying 
io much, and profefſing ſo much, ſo much 
hearing, and ſo much gadding after Sermons, 
&c,Well, well, ile not bate thee one duty, nor 
one hut, nor one carna[l deſire, ile have thee 
fet about all or thouſhall ever have mercy.Y ea 
but I cannot finde in my. heart to put up this, 
nor to be abridged of this, and ſhall Chri/# 
and thou part for one pnple farthing ? Periſh 
then, and go and thanke thine will for it in 
Hell. God is reſolved upon this price, and this 1s 
the loweſt. | 

Thirdly, God will never be brought ont of his 
walke, thou canſt never look that God ſhould come 
out of his walke to fhew thee any mercy, or give 
thee any grace. Nowthe way wherein God 
walkes is the ##canes of grace and of ſalvation ; 
There thou nwſt looke for God, or thou 
canſthaye nohope for tofinde him.. Suppoſe 
a poore Petitioner ſhould come with his peti- 
tion to the Kizg ; he can neyer looke to haye 
the King come downe hither to Rochford to 
orant' it hm ; 'No, hee muſt go up to the 
King. The King is at Court at Whrte- Hall, 
andthere he may haye him ; if he will not go 
thither, he 1s wilfull, and if his petition be not + 
Sranted he may thanke his owne will. Ss thou 
carff not look to fetoh God ont of his owne walke, 
the meanes of grace and ſalvation, endeayour 
ro obey him, prayings, Cryings, ſeckings, &c. 
Theſe and the grher meanes of falyation by 
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his walke, theſe are the wayes wherein they 
muſt wait to finde God, it they would haye 
him; i» the way of thy judgements have we wait- 
ed for thee. 174,268. There the godly wait for 
the Lord, in the way where his walke is ; hes 
will nat bee ſpoken with, but onely there in his 
walke. It thou wilt not ſeeke him there, thou 
maylt thanke thine own will, if thou miſleſt 
him ; yee that are negligent to held out in 
Gods wayes, yeecan neyer looke to finde 
mercy while yee live. Pray for mercy, and 
cry tor mercy, and grone for mercy, yee muſt 
looke to periſh without it, if yee will not feck 
itin his wayes ; you'l ſeeke him in ſore, bur 

ou will not ſeeke him in all, afſure your felyes 
thet you ſhall ſe of him, do you thinke the 
King will come to you, to grant your peti- 
tions? you mult go up to him, and take him 
where hee isto be ſpoken with. God will not 
be ſpoken with but onely in his wayes ; the Jewes 
rece ved Sacraments enough,every meales meat 
is as a new Sacrament in the Wildernefle, at- 
terwards they prayed prayers enough, but I 
will not heare you ſayes God ; neeretell mee 


of your ſecking for mercy, waſh you,, make 


GT 


you cleane, put away from yow the evill of your 1.1.9) 


doing, learns todo well ; come now and lets rea- 
ſon together; if your ſins be as red as Soarlet, Ile 


'] whiten thew. Now heelebe ſpoken with if 


you wilt come hither ; What hot ere6 his feare 

up in his family ? not give over thy baſe car- 

nall conſorts ? keepe ſuch diſorders undet thy 

roofe ? and in thy life ſweare ſtill } and give 

plars to the Devill till? curſed paſhons _ 
| TT MIC 
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mock at my children {till ? Doſt thou walke i 
theſe wayes and hope to finde good? No ; as 
good cut off a dogs neck as give him facrifice 
of prayers, as long as you . walke in your own 
wayes. Eſay 66.3. you mult 1ecke him ne | 
wayes that he walkes in,and not chaſe your owne 
wayes, hecle neyer come out of his way for 
any of you all; what ſhallI do Lord? ſayes Sax; 
he would faine have tpoken with God there. 
No,no;go to Ananias, &c.ifthou wilt not ice 
him in his way, thou art well ſerycd if thou 
miſſeſt him. 

I beſeech you conſider this point, you can 
heyer looke to be ſayed, except youle ſet your 
ſelves ts do what you may, and uſe all thoſe 
meanes that you may ; tor thoughthe ule of the 
meanes does not faye you, yet they are the way; 
though not cauſa regnands, yet via regni; and 
if you will ot conſtantly uſe them, you can 
zever have his Kingdome. 


Reaſons of it. 

Firſt, becauſe Heaven is ax end, and an end 
can never be gotten without meaxes ; the end is 
cternall life. Row.6.22. cternall life isan end, 
and therefore except the means be all uſed, you 
can never attaine it, 

Secondly, God hath a»nexed it to the means ; 
all Heaven ahd Earth can never ſeparate them ; 
either uſe all the means that God hath»ap- 
pointed, or elſc hee hath decreed it, yee ſhall 
never be fayed. When he hath once appoin- 
ted theſe and theſe ſhall be your meanes, theſe 


ſhall you ule for't, yee ſhall neyer be faved 
without 
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without them, When Ged hath appointed 
their abidipg in the ſhipa meanes of their 
cicape, you ſhall ice what Pay ſayes, except 


theſe abide in the ſbip, yee caxnot be ſaved Att. 


| 27+ Sotis tor Heaycn, except ye abide in the 


meahes, ye cannot be ſayed. 

Thirdly, Every ſoule muſt give an account be- 
fore God, how hee hath uſed the meanes, W he- 
ther hee hath uſed them all yea or no. And 
accordrhg as the account js hee can give, 10 
ſhall his judgement be. God hath ſworne | 
this 2s I live faith the Lord ; God hath pawn- 
ed his ownelife upon this, that thus it ſhall 
be. As 7 live ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall 
bow to mee, aud every tongue ſhall cauſeſſe to 
Gea, every one of 2 all (hall give an accompt 
anto God, Rom 14.11,12. cvery one of us, God 
will exempt noxe, wee tuft all be brought to an 
accompt for theſe things; will not thy heart bow 
to it? As Ilive fayth the Lord ; T'le make every 
knee bow toit ; T'le make you bow orc I'le 
breake you for eyer ; as good do it as hot, for ye 
ſhall give an accompt whether ye have done it 
Or NO. 

Fourthly, beloved, God will not ſet np ans- 
ther dore into Heaven for any manin the World; 
either come in at this or you ſhall neyer come 
in. Heele never make another Bible ; either be 
ruled by this or by none ; Heele neyer chalke 
out atiother way, either go this way of chuſe 
and periſh in thy wilfulzeſſe. The drunkards 
way ſhall tcyer be his way;the worldings wa 


(hall never be his, nor the lazy Golpellers his, 
ng3 the carcleſſe profgſſors his, hee'le never 


change 
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chatige wayes, nor are my wayes your wayes, 
Eſay, 55. 8. you muſt amend your wayes. Jer. 
7.3- and Come into his way , or yee ſhall neyer 
eſcape the eyill to come ; can therc be any rea- 
ſonabler way then this ? 

Proofes. 

Firſt, Some of the meanes that God hath ap- 
pointed you may doe them without labogr, you 
may do them with eale ; do but ſay J will,and 
Kis done, What labour is it to ſay, compa- 


efy-keepers ſhall not fir drinking in my houle ? 


There is fiere an Alehouſe in your Towne, 
bur if they will, may root out diſorders from 
their houſes , their owne wills do deſtroy 
them ; Its no labour in the World to do this, 
and will ye not do it? peri then and thank your 
ewnwils. 

Secondly, Some of the means that God hath 
Appointed, are eaſier then them ; onely that you 
would give way to aftother to do them ; may 
be the wife would have prayers in the family 
if the husband would give way. The MMini- 


fer would teach you if you would give way ; 


The Lord Jeſus might worke many things in 
you , if you would give way ; this 4 /eſſe ther 
fo will, You that haye good Wiyes , who 
would reforme ſundry things if you would 
give way,&c. | beſcechyou apply it particularly 
co your ſelyes, your ruiti is wilfull- if yee yeild 
not, and will not give way. 

Thirdly, Some of the meanes ave yet eaſier for 
fome of the meanes of grace are better for you, 
evetiiz your worldly and carnall reſpefts. You! 
fay, that's the caficſt of all for a mat to fa- 
your 
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vourhumfelfe, and his fleſh, As for example, 
the reforming of your gaming, dicing, card- 
ingiz your Innes, your drunkennefle and 
bezeling &'re the'por, your pride and your gey- 
oawes, and the like ; would notthis fayour 
your purſes, and be more agreeable to your 
very carnall reſpe&s? And therefore you that 
do not reforwe theſe, you pluck wilfull perdition 
on your heads. 

Fourthly, fome ofthe weanes of grace, its 
harder to omit them thento uſe them. Many of 
you meet with more hardſhips in the omiffion 
then you could: light upon in the praRice of 
them ; 1 neednot inftance, the pariiculars are 
yery familiar. | Os Be SET 
Fifthly, Some of the meanes of grace, be they 
hard, yet they are but hard ; they are ms 
impoſſible for youts uſe ; They wilt askeno 
more then a lntle labour and diligence, and 


therefore omitted only by reaſon of will-wors, 


[ hope” by this time you fee clearcly the 
truth of this ground, 1f yee will net ſet your 
ſelves touſe the meanes of grace and ſalvation, 
whep yee die, you muſt needs lay the blame on 
our wills ; And why will yee to ? Why will yee 
die O houſe of Iſract? © | be 
But notwithſtanding the evidence ' of this 
truch; The wifdome of the fleſh which 15 enmity 
again} God , fills cartall minds with. matiy 
jeftions againſt ir ; from all-which J ſhall en- 
devour to yindicate it, by anfwering them all 
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1 Obieft, "THe ficft Objeftion is drawne from thoſe 
' & Scriptures which lay that they cannot. 
| a Objeft. Fromtheir, own willingneſle, they would, 
but they cannot. 
2.Objefs 1s "Ae their own defires, they deſire to do 
| it, Þut they are not able. | 
| 4 Objeft. Is from their reſolutions they purpoſe, but 
whether they will or . no, they are fcine to 
5 Objet, break their good purpoſes. 
Is from their good endeayours ( as they 
fay) they labour againſt their ſfinnes, and yer 
they are tranfported into them, to fweare be- 
fore they are aware, to be overtaken in company, 
_ __ &c.Wewill anſwer them in order, 
x Objet * Astothefirſt Obje&ion from the Soriptares, 
— wok _ which ſay they cannot, Tankwer, | 
_ | 


_ | Tudeed the Scripture ſpeakes of five Cannots. 
Scripture. | | 
T Carmet, Firlt, Of a naturall cant ; cvery man is 
borte by nature under a cazmort believe, and a 
cannot ſee Ged. But there is difference be- 
eweene thy cannot repent, and thy. doeſt. not 
repent ; there is pe zum 'twixt theſe two, 
The caule of thy cannet ts one thing,and the cauſe 
of thy doeſt not is another. The cauſe of thy can- 
wot us the carnalneſſe of natare, but the cauſe of 
thy doeſt ot is the wilfulneſſe of thy will. The 
ith wrall man receiveth not the things of theSpirit 
of God, for they are fool iſhneſſe to him;neither in- 
dced can hee for they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
_ - Yo ICor. 
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x Cor.2.14. where the Apoſtle makes a dif- 


ferent caute of a naturall mans carer, and his 
does not ; when he ſpcakes ofthis canner, hee 
tells us the caule of that is, becauſe yrace's 
ſpirituall and he is carnall. Neither indeed 
can hee, bccaule they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; 
bur when he ipcakes of his. does not, you ſee he 
alledges a different cauſe of his des not. The 
naturall man does n0t receive the things of tha 
ſpirit of God, they are fooliſhneſle unto him; He 
counts them all fooliſh; He is fo wilfa/l in his 
own Carnall reaſon, that he colints it folly to 
deny it ; thou canſt not do thus and thug dof 
thou fay ? Why then wilt you count it foll 
todo ſo? when a man crofles thee of thy will, 
thou countſt it folly toput itup ; Iwerea 
foole if Iſhould be lo precite as tome be ; I 
were a foole if I ſhould not ſuifer a little dif- 
order in my houſe, as long as I gaine by it. 
This is meere w:/f/nefſe; this,and nor a carer, 
$a caule ofthy doeſt nxt, Thou canſt not 
indeed becaulc thou art carnall, but thy cans, 
not is dead and not operative ; thy will is the 
cauſe of thy doez not, Like the we/full blind 
blinde m#n, Hee was blind and would not 


cannot lay dead, for tee would not open his 


 eye-lids ; his cannot 5 not operative till he will 
| oþen his cyc-lids. If he could ſee, yer he could 


fot till he would open his eyc-lids, 16 thou 
wilt not open thine eye-lids, | | 


rate cant, When a man Cannotdo a thisg, 


0nely becauſe he CAnnot finde 15 bi heart to lo ic 
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Secondly, the Scripture ſpeakes of a delibes 2 Cammots 


2:Carnnet” 


fitted & judiciall cant unto thee, Thou 
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Thou canſt not repent of this and that finne 
and forſake it, the truth is ; rby cannot is this, 
thou canſt not find in thy heart to forgoe it Such 
2 courle is ſo profitable and pleaſing to thy 
fleſh, thou canſt not find in thy heart to a- 


| bandon it, thou. canſt not find in thy heart 


to bee friends with ſuch a one; to part with 
thy vanities, or to abridge thy lelte of thine 
angry ſpecches when rhou art ſtird,&c. Thou 
canſt not find in thy heart to do it. As the 
Jewes, you cannot believe, fayes Chrift, becaule 
ee ſecks hoxour one of another. Joh. 5.44 . they 
would feine bee well thought of, of all their 


" acquaintance, and therefore they could ot 


find in their heart to believe in Chriſt. Oh that 
would make thee to bee out of tayour with 
the Phariſees , and to be counted baſely of in 


the World. Therefore they could not find in. . 


their heart to believe ; now this is no excule ; 
'thou canſt not rurne unto God, thou canſt not 
find in thy heart to part with thy Iuſts, this is 
thy connot, 

" Thirdly, the Scripture Ipeakes of a indi- 


'&iall cannot, as a rogue cannot go , becaule 


 , for his /optering the Mogiſtrate hath locke him 
. #nthe ſtocks ; This does not excule thee one jot, 
' ſhall the villaine be wilfull in his loytering, | 


and then complaine of the Magiſtrate that 
hee'is not able to go about his worke ? J cah- 
not go about my worke fayes hee; and who 
bad him be fo idle as not to go about it , when 


. hee might ? Thou haſt gone on may be wil- 


fully in thy finnes, and now the Lord hath in- 


canſi 
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capft not come out of thy fines, nay the Lord 
hath caſt this cat pen thee in judgement '; 
*hee hath ſet thee in the ftockes for thy wilfulf 
ſecurity. As the wicked Fewes they could not 
belicye layes the Text , becauſe /ſayah fayrh, 
hee hath blinded their eyes; and hardened their 
hearts, Joh. 12.39,40. couldthey excuſcthem- 
telyes for their cannot ? 'Nof the Lord' had: ft 
them in the ftockes tor their wilfulnefſe and fe- 
curity * They coul4 not believe; for they. had 
wiltully provoked the Lord to caft this cangot 
upon them in judgement. | | 


Fourthly, the: Scripture ſpeakes of 4 com- 4 Cannes 


pounded cant. A cannot in fenſu conmpoſito as 
we call it ; a cannot in a compoyrnded fence. As 
a Drunkard cannot tender hu family, his poore 
Wife and children. No * As long as be hes blow- 
ſing on the Ale-bench, hee cannot, itt 2' com- 


pounded ſence he cannot, Ariftetle ſets tout |, 


by fitting; he that is fitting cannot walke, that e/* ſeden« 
is as long as he is fitting he cannot walke. 'As fem embuy 


Chriſt ſayth of a carn1ll man hee cannot be'my 


Diſciple; he cannot in 2 compounded ſence, * 


he that commeth to me and hates not father avid 
mather, and wife and childyey; yea and bis owne 
life ,cannot be my Diſciple. Luke 14.36, he'can+ 


| Not indeed as long as hee Rands upon” theſe 


termes, 'My father will not: love me, and my 
mother will not likeme ; if F ſhould be'owe'of 
your Diſciples, my friends*-would not oyvne 
mie : I muſt do as Ido'pt Tcannot keepe my 
wife and' children. Indeed'as long as thou 
Randſ on theſe termes thou' cant not be a Diſ-- 
cipk of Chriſt ; thou canff »9t in a compor'- 
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tot +. The compounding of thy ſecurity and lazi- 

' eſſe with Religion, that is the 1cafon why thou 

can(t not, this is ir that makes our prayers hard, 

SE and our repenungs hard , our ,bclievings and 
WAY. > oe at "p20 4.8 | F640 O 

all qur pectormances hajd ; becauſe wee would 


faine be compaugding. We have much adoe 


TY" zo Pray; our heatts can. hardly be brought to 
waftle, much adoe to be humbled , our wils 
- ll hardly ſtoope.; if it were not for theſe 
em.  -compouudings.theſe duties were eafie, And what 
= © ©: - .Cxeuſehaſi chou, hence ?: none at all, for its a 


Fo ED cannot: oncly in the compounded fence that 

>. thou makelt it. : 

5 Cant... Fifthly, the Scripture ircakes of a humbling 
' £492298,2 Cannot not to boltter thee up in thy ex- 
cuſes, but.only to humble clice,that thou mayeſt 
be griyen out of thy lelfe unto God, A ſervant 
cannot live Except ut be his Maſters pleaſure to 
cake pitty.on him ;, Is this any pretence to him 
roanger his Maſter 
Maſters. commands.? nay rather it forceth him 
£0, beſo; much the more caretull co obey. him, 
and, tg be humble. before him, So the Scrip- 
ture ſayes, that thou, 'canſt not without,God, 

except. God ſhew-mercy. on thee, ito Seo 
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willings are nothings but de/udings ; they are 
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thee afid faye thee, thou canft notbe accepted 
of him. All this is to humble thee, nat to belpe 
thee with excuſes. Tuſh I cannot do as his Mi- 
nifters do bid me, I cannot mortify thele ſins, 
I cannor be fo ftri, this istoo much preciſe- 
nefle you ſpeake of.O warmur not this cant ts 
onely to humble thee ; murmure not among your 
ſelves. No man can come to me except the father 
draw him, Joh.6.43.44. This is no reaſon why 
thou ſhouldſt murmur or cayill, or be ſtabborne 
asthou art, thou canſt not come at Chriſt 
except the fathertake pity on thee co draw 
thee. Thou haſt fo much the morc reaſon ts 


be humbled, and nor to'go cn wiutingly and | 


wilfully as thou docſt, Canſt thou not be 
holy, and 1aved, except he be pleated to pitty 
thee ? inwhat a wolull caſe then art thou to 
proyoke him as thou doſt ? So much ſhall ſuf- 
fice for the firſt Objeion, drawne out of the 
Scripture. | 

The ſecond thing thou ob jefteſt, # thy willing- 
weſſe ;thos wouldſt as thou pretendeſt, but thou 
canfs not. To. / 

] anſwer thee for this. 


7t 


Firſt, may: be its the will of thy conſcience, 5 Objet. 
and not the wi/l of thy heart ; thy heartis ca= agfwered 


nall and unacquainted with God, and: fo its 
contented to be, onely thy conſcience would 
haye thee grow better and more heavenly ; buit 
thy heart will not yeeld ; and therefore all thy 


only the willings of conſcience and not of thy 
heart. Thou art chafing and fretting ev: 


foot, thy conſcience tells thee chou Thould 
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not, thou art praying cainally eyery day ; when 
thou haſt NE oo "a ou Thould 
pray tolyer then $0,20nſcience wonld, but thee 
wilt not, conicience would haye thee get af- 
ſurance for Heayen, but thou wilt get be at 
the paines, Alas, this makes thee . inhexcu= 
fable, for now thou condemneſt thy ſelfe, and 
Jet wilt une; thou ait inexculable O man who- 
loever thou art that judgeſt, for wherein thaw 
judg eft another, thou condemneſt th ſelfe. Row. 
2.13. marke, when a man condemneth hime 
ſelfe he is then incxcuſable, ( I do not now 
quote it for the parricular the Apoſtle does 
inſtance in there for judging another, ) for the 
truth is the ſame, whatſoever finne we do in- 
ance in, the truth is this that Pew! grounds his 
Nore, pecchon. Hee that jgondemneth himſelfe in s 
ſfenne, aud yet wil go ongy.it ; that man is inexcur 
Jable. What now haft thou gotten by thy 
lea ? thou wouldft,thou fayelt ; this makes thy 
inneto be worſe in that thy conſcience would, 
and yet for all that thou wilt not. : 
Secondly, may be ts a copmlative will ;thou 
haſta will to repent and begodly, butit is 
with A copulatiye will. Repemarce and ſome 
Juſt. goalineſſe avd ſame laft;chou wouldſt taine 
plcaſe the Lord and thine own luſt too, bere- 
Jigious and proud. too, believein Chriſt and 
covet too, ahd be yaine too, &c. Thou haſt a 
ill, but it is a copulative wall, to ſerve God 
and do this tao ; Piſh, cannot I ſerue God and 
do thiszoo ? No, n0-; #has ſame copulative will 
I., 4 flat contradition, Couple light agd 
-Sprknefle? Chrift and Felisll, 2 Cor.6,1 $. Its a 


COf- 
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coltradiftion to imagine to couple thera, for 
they cannot poflibly be coupled. And theres 


1 fore this ſame copulative will is hoching bur 


a wockgry, and the truth fill is this thow av.ts 
not ? Een 
Thudly, May be thou haſt a woxlding will, 
this « ne will, a ongly a velleity ; lothou hai 
a woulding will, I would doas,wellasany 
ether but I cannot ;-toſpeake properly this is 
no Will, for its onely that will wherewich 
fooles will things ippoſſible ; 1 would I were at 
London, with a wiſh layes he ; 1 would I could 
flicas well as an Zagle, Thele things axe un» 
oflible, and therefore its go will, but nxere 


% 


| uy ; thys may bethou. willeſt grace, I would 
With a 


ith all my heart I could do as God tayes, Gol 
knowes my heart, my will & good, T would be 
better then I am; And yet thy conſcience can 
call for ſomething or. other to be mended, and 


thou wilt not, This is an impoſſibility, 2:34 Lazy vel- 


therefore no will ; ike the foole that would 


Git in his chaire, and I would I were at Loudon, il 


he would fainc be at Lendew and ſit till. $0 
thou fitteſt at the ſame paſſe, / won/d [ were in 
Chriſt ; thou would faine be Chriſt, and 
yetthou art loth to tir out of that 'bale tem= 
per thou art in. | Thisis an impoibbilicy, ' a 
folly.and no will ; woulding and vo willing. L 
grant the Saints of (30d, have their woulingy; 
and their would does go further thegcheir wil ; 
their wil is abſolutely ſet to be holy &chey wold 
be holy, Their will is deeply tobe humbled, 
andthey would be deeper ; thejr world #4 groun- 
ded pox 4 will, they will in ſome mealure _ 

oncy 
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they would go further, I will, oh that I could 


will more. But thou that lieft inchy figfull 

eſtate, thy would is pure fall A. would groun- 
| upon & w#ll not is foppiſh ; the Saints 

Noe. would is grounded upon awill ; byt thine, the 

roote at batteme « this thou wilt nat. 

— Fourthly, may be thou haſt a'genera!ll meta- 

phyſical! will, but ro come to particulars, there 

thog wilt not. T hate the Saints of God ? God 


forbid ® T'le neyer hate them whileT live; and 
yet.come to this Saint and that Saint ; him thox 


wilt hate ; him ? Hee is the yerieſt hypocrite in 
7 Ae the Country, and keepes more adoe then 
| natl men Eds. Thus thy will is goodto a company of 
candiſco. MEaphylicall Saints in the clouds ; bur thote 
ver no ©- that are Gods Saints in particular, thou mocks [. 
=o ns I be tubborne againſt the Commandements of 
Saines, the GO@? I will notbe ſtubborne againſt them 3 
they charg yea but this and that Commandement tho wilt 
them with 208 obſerve. Thou wilt not thinke beft of chem 
wypocriſy* of hom thou ſhouldſt, nor take up that 
carriage in meetings that thou ſhouldtt ; thou 
: haſt a good will tothe Commandeiments in 
affeit ion, but thy will Rands againſt the parti- 
enlars of them. Generalls are but Notions, when 
they are abſtratted from the particulars. And 
therefore thy will is buta Notion ; the will 
when it willeth indeed, . willeth particulars, 
this particular duty, this particular Ordinance. 
Indeed good- inthe genera! is the objett of the 
will, but when the will comes to will in the ex- 

erciſe of it it pitcheth on particulars. 
Fifthly, thou haft #9 rrwe will, I tpcake ſtill 
tothe carnall, J ſay thou. haſt no true will, 
becauſe 


_ 
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becauſe if thou rrwly didſt will, thou couldſt ; if 
thou didft truly will to belieye, and will ts bee 
a new creature thou couldſt; - for the will is 
hath potentia executivam, 1o farre as it will, 
&c. It hath an excTuting power to go ſo faras 
ic wills ; if thou didſt truly and really will te 
ſpeake holy , thy will would make thy tongue 
to put it in execution... If .thou hadft; a will, 
thy will would command execution;vy tongue 
ſhall ſpeake the praiſe of the Lord, ſfayes David, 
Pſal.11g.171,172-my ſole it ſhall praiſe thee, 
ver. 175,  grant-the. woulding of the will 
gces further chen all execution can go, fo wall 
# preſent with me.but how toperform that whieh 
24 good, I find not, Ram.7.18. J quote this place 
the rather, becauſe many wrelt itro their owne 
deſtruition, Oh ayes a wicked man, J have 2 
_ good will, 'J would as Payl layes, but F can- 
not performe, thus men mit-interpret this place ; 
tor /goke how far Paul monld, he could performe, 
for the will hath porentiam executricemand an 
imperative force oyer the man. What hee did 
will, he did performe, hee performed it: in hs 
beart, and tongae, and hard,ec. buthe. would 
draw his will forwarder. then it was, but he 
could got, his "ery will was partly unwilling, 
hee could not indeed performe ſo much/as he 
would, that is, hee could not draw on his will 
lo ſtrangly as he would. His will;was: met 
pertecly lanRified , no, Saint in this Woh = 
hath any perte& compleathefſe ef will ; and 


therefore his performance.is not perfect, becauſe 
his will, is. not-perfeR: . ] fay if thy. will be 
conyerted to.God,, thou, thy: ſelf GE 
{ca 
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ted ro God , obedience ever goes as farre 2s the 
will. -And therefore if thou art willing, its 


eertaine thox art obedient ; if yee be willing and 


obedient ſayes the Text, Fay, 1 .19. wholoeyer 
is willing to obey , that man does obey in 


tome meaſure, becauſe the will hath power of 


execution , and the whole man at command. 
This is the reaſon why Divines fay , that the 
ity of the will i the condition of the Goſpet; 
wherefore d thou beeſt 'not obedient , rage 
art thou willing ts obey, all the powers o 
thy ſoule and al the we} hm of thy Beidy, thy 
wilt hath an alt» imperatives to command 
them, Now if thy will will not command 
them to-yeild , thou-art hot fo much as wil- 
Ine at all; Ifa Juſticeof Peace ſhould tell me 
hewould give me» 8 Warrant , and' yet when 
all comes to all, he will not command his clark 
for to write it ,, Hor his owne hand forto pen 
it, Þlceplainly he will not. Doftthou tay, 7 
world' obey Chriſt, and F world deny felfe, 
why theh doſt thou net eomand thy C terke for ta 
write it ? It thy will will not command tongue, 
T evyguethou ſhak never talke fo unprofitably 
astheu haſt done, and Exre thon ſhalt never 
hearken: after vanity as thou haſt done; and 


_ thoughts, 7howghrs yee ſhall neyer run at royers 


as yce have done, If your will were but willing, 
it would command your whole foute , Soule thou 
(balt ett do as thow haſt done; as' Davids will 
pryorg ow foule, O my ſou! ye the Lord, 

| et thou not all his benefits, Pſal. 1603.2. 
Nay he: commanded. all _ i Frans all 
that ic in me bleſſe bus holy Name,verie x. Soif 


thou 


| 
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thou wert willtng , thy will would command 
all thy ſoule ; foule:, thou ſhalt not be io ſel- 
dome at the throne of grace as thou art, 8c. 
thus much of the jecond objeRtion drawn from, 


the will, | 
Ob ;eftion the third, 


But thou deſireſt ts do it, and therefere thou 
doſt not ſtick at a will not. 


} anſwer thee, who can tell beſt what us inthee, z3.0bje# 
God or thine owne heart ? verily the Lord that anſwer 
did make it, is likelicft tro know beft. Now 
the Lord tayes peremptorily thou defireft not 
pot ; yeaandthy heart fayes it too, and the 
Lord heares it, though thou heareft it not ; 
they ſay unto Ged depart from us , wee deſire 
xot the kuayledge of thy wayes, Job, 21.14. Ne- 
ycttheleſle, becauſe thou ſandeft fo ſtoutly up- 
on it, that thou dceſt defire grace, J'le tell thee 
the reaſon of thy miſtake. 

Firſt, thou haſt putative or thinking deſires, 
thou think'ſt thou defireſt , and theretore thou 
art miſtaken ; like Seneca's young ſcholler, that 
ſaid hee deſired to be good, } do not tay, fayrh 


O 


be, he lies, but puta fe cupere, He thinkes hes 


' defbres ; ſo thou fayeſt thou defiret, | will not 


fay thou lyeft , bur thou think'N thou doſt to ; 

Bew alas thy theughts are the vaineſt things in Vaniry of 
the World. How long ſhall vaine thoughts lodge OE © 
within thee. Jer. 4.1 g. thy thoughts are very ". 
vaine , there is no trufting to them, Naemas | 
thought, J thought fayth hee, but how wide 
his thought was the ſtory declares. Hamer Bfler.c.6& 
theught, he thought in Bic heart fayes the Text, 


but 
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but this thoughts care to nothing but a Gat- 
lowſe and a Halter. Ihbibenos thought, bur 
ou know what his thoughts did come unto ; 
it fell fowle on his. owne head, nothitig is more 
vain then the thoughts of carnall mens hearts ; 
ſo thou thinksſt thou deſpreſt,, al as thy thought 1s 
but vanity. Sw 
Secondly, thou haſt ignorant deſires, thou 
doft defire to be one of Gods Saints, thou de- 
fireſt it ignorantly. ; for when thou Coineſt to 
ſee who the Saints be, namely, ſuch and ſuch 
whom thou conceiveft to be ſtrange people 
and Puritans, then thou haſt no defire to be 


one. Thou defireft to go after Chriſt ,thou doſt 


ignorantly deſire it, tor when thou ſeeſt thou 
muſt take up bis croſſe, then thou haſt »0 deſire 
thereunto ; as the Prophet ſpeakes of-Chrift 
in the perſon of the wicked : when weſhall 
ſee him, there # no beauty that wee ſhould deſire 
him, Eſay 53.2. thou defireſt with ignorant 
defires before thou ſeeft who he 1s ; © but when 
thou ſeeſt who he is, thou doſt not defire him. 
Thou defireſt his grace, thou deſireſt to believe 
and repent, afid to pur #p -injwries,thele are 
ignorant defires before thou fſeeft what- they 
be ; but when thou ſeeſt what they be, what 
the i»jary 18 that thou ſhouldſt 'put up, then 
thou doſt not deſire to put it up ; what the finne 
is that thou ſhouldſt leave, then thou dolt vor 
defire forto leave it; when thou ſeeſt them, then 
thou doft nor defire them. When weſhall ſee 
roug there is no beauty that wee ſhould deſire 
im. "7.62 Pee, 
- Thirdſy; thou haſt wandering deſires. Oh 
ſayth 


-© . © wy 
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fayth one, you have a happy turne, :you have 
good Preaching, and good meanes to be god- 
ly, and be edityed. 1 defireto be fo ; but a- 
las our Miniſter does not Preach, and we haye 
a dumbe dogge ; and T1 am in a very wick-d 
place, If 1 were as you are, I ſhould count my 
jelfe happy. God knowes, I defire heartily the 
edification of my ſoule ; thus thy defires was- 
der after other mens caſes ; and thou wilt net 
ftirre out for thine owne. How doſt thou deſire 
to be edified, when thou wilt not ſtir out: two 
or three miles to beedifyed 2 Thy defixes are 
like wandering vagrants, that will be every- 
where wandring, but only there where they 
ſhould be. So thy defies go roving up and dews, 
and you are happy, and he is happy, and thou 
art unwilling in the -meane time to labour, 
where and * God hath appointed thee, 
Theſe are none but gadding, wandring: de- 
fires ; better # the ſight of the eyes then the wan- 
dring of the defire. Eccl.6.9. thy delires wan- 
der abroad toa reming company of wiſhes, 
but thou- wilt not obſerve, that which God 
gives thee ts ſec ; thus much of the third objeRi- 
on, drawn from dchire, «ng 


T he fourth Objeftion. 
'Thok reſolveſt and haſt good purpoſes, but oh 
thou cantt nat performs they. © 


future, I will hereafter looks 


a 8-** 70 


 Janſwer thee, do but conſider what thy 4 ObjeF, 
purpoſe is, andthou ſhalt ſee how thou att. gyſwgrd 
cozened ; theſe purpoſes thou ſpeak'fſt of arc 
only volunt ates 
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poit better then F have done heretofore. Hereaf< 
ror F will, 1 purpoſe, that is hereafter I 
will ; alas : this will for hereafter «@ »o 
will. 

Firſt, becauſe its onely to ſhuffell of the willing 
for thepreſemt. Now the heart is unwilting to 
obey ,and therefore it puts of rhe Command- 
ment to hereafter, not for any ſuch delire that 


tt hath, todo it hereaker, but only becauſe -it | 


is w-willing te do it for the prefent. Likes man 
that is unwilling to lend, I'le lend you here- 
after fayes he ; ſay not unts thy Neighbour goe 

come againe, and to morrow Þ will give thee, 
when thes haſt it by thee, Pre.z.28. his purpoſe 
eo lend him to morrow, was only becauſe he 
would ſhuffell of the Tending to day. And 
therefore this purpoſe of willing hercafter, is 
xo will at all, but only to fhuffell ofthe wil- 
ling for the preſear, Thou haft the opportunity 
by thee, why doft chou not take it ? rhou haſt 
the rewptatior by thee, why doft thou not re- 
- fiſt x? doſt thou ſay thou haſt a will for bereaf- 
zer, that 1s but a gull, chat thow mayeſt not wilt 
for the preſem. | 


Secondly, this will for hereafter & no will, 


brcauſe it goes without Gods; no will can go 
without God. Gods will & new, he would have 
thee now and theg wilt nv# ; thou wilt here» 
+ after, but che may be he wilt noe. He that 


will not when he may, when he will he ſhall |. 
 haventay ; afterwards thou wouldſt faine be 


converted, and pardoned, &c, Lord' open ta 
-me, nay bur O14, when J would thos wouldſ# 
$8801” theu weld ff, but 1 will nr thy m_ is 

vor 
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for hereafter goes, without Gods, and therefore tis 
#0 will, 

Thirdly, thy will for hereafter zs 7o will, be- 
cauſe thou ſhalt miſle thole ſuppoſit ions thatthou 
willedſt upon. ns 

Firſt, Thou ſuppeſeſt thou ſhalt have fewer 
gemptaions hereafter. O when thele troubles are 
over, and theſe temptations are over, ] will ; 
nay but O man when the!e are all over, new 
ones will come. And if the temptations for the 
prefent be a hinderance, tome tempration or 
other as bad thou ſhalt meet with, that ſhall 
binder thee hereafter much more, ard therefore 
this ſuppoſition z falſe. 

Secondly, thou ſuppoſeſt thon fhalt be fitter 


hereafter ; but, qui non eſt hodie cras minins 


attus erit, if thou beeſt zor fir now, much lefle , 
' wilt thou be afterwards - thow'lt be unfitter and 


unfitter ; hike meat, the Jonger it is kept, the 
unfitter tis to be eaten,and therefore this tuppoſi- 
tion is falle too. 

Fourthly, thy will for hereafter © nowill, 
bat a mocke ry. A ntigonus 0 Nowy, Antigonus : 3 
will give, this is not good in mens Lawes,much 
leſſe in Gods, Dabo, I will give ; this isno gift, 
fayes the Law. So reſipiſcam, 1 will repent, this 
is no repentance, {ayes God ; thus you ſee this 
obje&ion is nothing, neyer tell me of thy pur- 
poſes, thy purpoſes art willings for hereafter, 


 andrhey are no wills at all. 


The fifth Objetion. 
Thou endeavonreſt and laboureff to ſerve God 
and ts be ſaved 


J av{wer thee, Alas; Ts this to labour for grace 5 Objett, 
G A 


ug ſmered 


 Withomt remedy, Prov.29.1. 
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and for Heaven, when thow laboureſt [a idly ? as 
God fayd of that faſting ; fo may ] ſayot 
thy labour, /s this the faſt that 7 have choſen ? 
to afflith a mans ſelfe for a day ? So, isthisthe 
labour that I haye choicn? To labour fo as tFou 
laboureſt ? but } need not toinliſt on this plea, 
thy conicience is able to antwer it. Thou la- 
bour ? thy conſcience Knowes well cnough 


thou art lazy, thou doſt not labour ter holi- 


nefle ; fothen thine impenitency # wilfull, 
and thy damnation wilfull and thy ruine wilfull. 
To conclude then, underſtand all that you 
will not hear and obey. 
Fuſt, chat your deſtraction #s from ſelfe, you 
cannot caſt it upon God ; hee offers you the 


meanes to eſcape it,and you will not, Hoſ.13.9. 


Secondly, your deſtruttion zs moſt inſt, you 
cannot alleac'ge leverity or cuelty ; no; your 
ſelves are cruell ones. You judge your own 
ſelyes unto Hell. Thc Lord preſſeth the Goſpell 
of grace upon you.and you pat it off. At.1 3.46. 

Thirdly, your deſtruton # imexcnſable, you 
kave nothing to exciſe you ; God hathraken 
away all clokes of excuſes, he hath offered you 
ſaving knowledge & you would not; a Chriſt and 
Jon would not : good metions, counſels, threat- 
nings, and ycu would not, Your mouthes are 
quite Kopped when you periſh, Math.22.1 2, 

Fourthly, your de ſtruition ir anavoydable ; 
if you would haye relcnted and yeilded. there 
might haye beene hope, but you would not, 
You have bardned your necks , and what's that 
bur a will et ? Therefore you ſhall be deſtroyed 


Fifth- 
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Fifthly, your deſ{ruTion 5 pittileſſe ; what 
eye can pitty you ? 11, will have will. though 
Will will have woe, as welay ; not God, nor 
Angels, nor Saints, no eye can pity you, If 
the theife will eale and will to che Gallowle, 

let him go 3 he is no object of pity ; as we ſay 
ofa wiltull man, no tale can tune him to take 
heed, ſono meanes can ine you to take heed ; 
and therefore when you rue it, you cammet be 
pittied . | | 
Sixthly, your defTruition is grievens ; of all 
agues , none will trer more, then thoſe which 
cne hath wilfully puld on himſelfe. Yow'le 
one day gnaſh your own teeth, curſe your owne 
wills, banne your own hearts ; woe isme, 
am #»der the rod, and my lelfe gathered it; 2 
Hell.and my telfe kindled it. I might have pre- 
vented it, but F would not. 


Now followes Application, 


fully ; reforme as much as you nay, downe 
with all your diforders, ſtumbling blackes of 
iniquities, and all the Idols of your hearts, and 
caſt them intothe brooke Kidron. Set up good 
courſes as much as you may, uſcall the means 
to falyation as humbly as you may ; ler not 
any family be without the due worſhip of 
Godin it. Fathers, ſuffer not finne on your 
children, nor Maſters on your ſervants; lic not, 
ſweare not, coyet not, omit not the exerciſes 
of hope, leaſt yee juſtly, inexcuſably, una- 
voydably, pittileſly periſh, and fo reproach 
your own wills for ever in Tophet; as Davidthen 


G 2 fayd 


Learne inftruRion then, leaſt yee periſh wil- x Je. 3 
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ſayd unto Salomon, after hee had ſet him bue 
fineſſesto do, ariſe therefore and be doing, and 
the Lordbe with thee, ſayes he, 1 Chron.22.16. 
So J may fayto you, ariſe and be doing ; up, 
ſet about it, uſe no excuſes, humble your ſclyes 
beiore God, ſee your miſery and bewayle it,and 
the Lord be with you. 


&*. —_— 


_ pry 


Bz: may be you will ſay, this Doctrine is | 
LI Pelagianiſme, or Armimianiſme, at leaſt. 
Nay then, let me tell you *tis Arminmaniſmetos 
hold the contrary. You makg your wills to be 
; eur owne,and free for to will, F to ay your will 
Note. 3s torepent, but you cannot. And it God ſhould 
give you a poſſe, hn profeſle your ſclyes to be 
of the Pelagian hereſye , if God ſhould give. 
you a powet,you would adde the will.To paſſe 

overthis and fo to go on. 
i VſeFor Exceptthe bclicte of this truth do finke in- 
inſtruRion to thy heart , thou canſt never ſoundly be 
| kumbled; ifthou ſhouldſt ſay Lord J would 
= faine have repented all this while, but J could 

canftnever pEBU 

be hum- Not, thou never fougdly wert humbled : 2 ma 
bled unlcs z5 never humbled as long as hee excuſes him- 


_—_— ſeilfe ; thou layeſt J would be holier, J would 

rh. — Pray better, and J would reform more, but 
cannot; this is to fallto excuſes, and zet to be 
humbled: For, | 

1 Excuſe Firſt, thou excuſe thy {elte for all tranſgreſ- 
feons beſides originall. A man muſt be humbled _ 
for his actuall finnes as well as originall, 
and count himſclfe inexcufable for one as well '] 
25 tother, But thou pitcheſt all thy humilia- 


tion 
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tion upon thy Apoſtacy in Adam, if now thoy 
pleadeſ a cannot, Lord, I confeſſe J was 
conce;ved in finne, bur now J cannot , doe 
withall ;, } cinnot doe. otherwiſe chough 
J would never to faine, J cannot but 
drinke how andthen and be drunke, I can- 
not but rap out an Oath now and then in my 
haft, 8c, I confeſſe I brought this cannot 1pon 
mee inthe loyues of Adam ; but upon the ſup- 


polall of thar doft thou bid me give over my 


finnes ? F canner ; this is not ro be humbled, but 
to fall to excuſes. Its trac, actuall corruption 
which naturally flowes from originall, requires 
that one and felfe fame humliciation that ori- 


ginall does. But otficrwiſe thou muſt be hum-, 
bled with anew humiliation for thine a&uall; 


tranſgrefſians, or elle thou art not hum bled 
but olead(t excuſes. David hambles himſelfe 
for both, wich: one humiliation for the one, 


Pſal.51.5. with another for, the other, werſc3. 


But as long as thou.. pleadſt on this faction, 


thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe % thy aQtuall finnes.and 
neyer art humbled. 


Nay lecondly, thou exculcſ thy ele forthy 


original fine teo. Lord, 1 would = without ſn, 
but T canmt, if 1 would I could : belike then 
if it had beene thy cale as it was Adas thou 


wouldſ{tnot haye eaten ofthe forbidden fruit, - - 


And therefore it was ; his fault. and, not thine, 
thou wouldſt not have. finned if thou. couldfk 
have otherwiſe chuled... And therefore chou 


\»] excuſeſt thy ſelfe for that too ; for thou layeft 


thou woyuldR not have. {1 nned if. chow. hadſe 
beene as hee, he finn:d when he might haye 


4G 3 otherwiſe 
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2 Excu/: 


Note. 


5 Excuſe 
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otherwiſe chuſed ; butthou wouldſt not haye 
done ſo. Thus thou exculeſt thy ſelfe tor 
thine originall finne too ; And therefore thou 
sanft not be humbled as long as thou pleadſithus; 
the truth is thou didft willingly finne as well 
as Adam.God made man upright, but they have 


fought out many inventions, Ecclel. 7.29. hee 


ipeaketh of Adams being upright ; God made 
Adam upright ; hee does not tay but wan hath 
found out many inventions, as though ir 
were his fault alone that was created upright. 
No, God made man upright, bat they, marke, 
tee caſts the blame upon every man as well as 
Adam. But they have ſought out many in- 


yentions. Thus we muſt be humbled tor our 


originall eorrupticn .; butthou canſtnot be 
humbled aslong as thou pleadſt on this manner; 
no thou! exculeſt thy {clfe, and thecefore thou 
wert never yet humbled, ny 
Nay thirdly, thou exculeſt thy {clfe for e- 
very fitine, rhou makeſt all thy fiuncs to be na- 
thing bat infirnities, as though Pauls caſe were 
thine ;' the good which 7 would do, that do F 
not, and the evill which 7 would not do, that do 


' T. Twould be godlierthen I am. bur J eannot ; 


Sinne of 
Jafrmity, 


andtherefore thou makeſt all thy finnes to 


be infirmities. What is a ſinne of infirmity 


but a fine the will proteſteth againft ? thou 
—_ that thy will protefteth againſt' every 
of thy Gnhes, thou wouldſt leave them, bur 
thou'canft 'nor. See then how far thou art 


from fund hunvliation-'; thy prefummptuous 


finnes are all noching with thee, thy ſtub- 


boric nothing, and "thy wiltulnefſe no- 


thing, 
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thing, no all thy fines arcinfirmities. Nay 
thou makeſt thy linnes to be purely and only 


 infirmities, #2vincible infirmities , invincible 


infirmities are the moſt excuſable of all, Now 


' When thou fayz{t thou ſickeſt at a Camer, 


thou makeſt thy ſinn2s not onely infirmities, 
but allo invincible inficmities, fuch as thou 
canſt not poſſibly ayoid , thou wouldſt faine 
ayoid them but thou canſt not ; and therefore 


if thou goeſt this way to work thou canſt neyer 
be humblzd, 


more then God ; nay ifeyer God ſhould inable 

thee and give thee power to be a new creature, 

thou makeſt thy ſelfe more bcholding to 

thy ſelfe thento God, The will is more 

then the power ; the will to belieye and repent 
and Conyert, is mote then the powee 3 Altus 
ſecund:us eſt nobilior aitu primo. To be able to be= 
lieve and to bee able to repent and become a new 
Creatpre, theſe are but firſ# afts. If God would 
helpe thee to thele, thou fayeft thou wouldſt 
adde tother. Thou wouldlt belieye and thou 
wouldſt convert, and thou wouldt be a 
new creature ; if God would eiye thee the 
power, thou wouldſt add: the a&, And there- 
fore thou commendet thy ſelte more the 
God; for in moral! pow?rs which have a further 
reference unto at, the att is more mble then the 


the power of doing ; and bothis of God, 
and fo th- Apoſtle does ſhew it, Irs Gods that 
workethin you, ſpeaking of the Saints ; Its 
God that worketh in you both the will aud the 

G 4 deed, 


power, Thetcuth is,the will is better then 


Nay tourthly, Tho# commendeſt thy ſelfe qExenſe. 


8 Wilfull rmpenitency, 


deed, Phil.1.13. marke, the will and the deed. 
Firft the will and then power to bring it 1n- 
to deed ; the will is the primary bleſſing of 


God. And this is the reaſon why 4 child of 


Note» Gods eſtate © now berter under Chriſt , then it 
was before in Innocency . for then hee had one- 
ly power if he would; and now both the will 
and the deed. } ay this is the truth, the will 
15 more then the power ; and therefore thou 
wert tieyer humbled in thy life, that pleadft, O 

J would if ] could ; thou makeſt thy ſelfe more 

behalding to ſelf then ts God,it God ſhould ever 

conyertthee, and therefore thou art not yet ca- 
ablc of conyerſion;why?chou art not yer hum- 
led,but ftand(t at proud termes with the Lord. 
Nay titthly, thou canſt net ſo much as pray to 

God for a will , thou art ſoprend, that thou art 

eouceited thou haſt that already. have as 

ood will to bee good as any body elle , but 
cannot poſſibly do as ] would ; So that all 

Apud Caſe thy prayers to God are a mockery. The godly 

fandrum, humble ſoule prayes as the ancien: Church 

pw uled to pray; Lord give mee a will ta bee good 
wy - which my will is ſet againſt. But thou canſt not 
| pray ſo, thou art a richer begger then fo ; tor 
thou hadfſt a good vill already thou thinkeſt. 


5 Excuſe. 


A man cannot pray for a thing the lack where-. 


of hee is not ſen3ble thereof ; if auy mar 
| lack_miſdome,lct his arke it of God James 1.5, 
. Hee cannot pray for a thing it hee doe not 


thinke that hee lacks it ; Nor thou tor a will, 
for thou. doſt not thinke that thou lackft it. 


Nay, if God ſhoyld, conyert thee thou canſt 
not givc big thankes: far converting thee ; for. 
| thy 
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thy will needed none ; may be thou wilt pray 
for poſſeb:lutres till thou haſt them , and give 
him twenkes for , poſſtbi/ities when theu haſt 
them , but thou canſt not pray for 4 will, fes 


thou thinksſt thou haſt it ; nor give him thauks 


for thy will. for that is thine owne. Sothat thou 


art Devilyhly proud ; never humbled fince thew 


_ wert borne, Nay chou art. ſo proud that all. 


thy Prayers are but mockeries, and thy giving 

of thankes is a mockery, How canſt thou locg 

that God [hould convert thee, when as thy 

heart tels Gad before-hand, thou wouldſt net 

thanks bim if he (hauld. | 

Nay fixthly, 7 hoy caſteth all the blame up- 6 Excuſe 

01 God; for its even juſt as if thou ſhould(ſt lay, 

] cannot helpe it if God bee not pleaſed roin- 

able mee, how can ] helpeit ? my will is as 

o00d as anthers, fuch and fuch are fo for- 


ward and fo Heavenly , God gives them the 


power ; but my will God knowes is as good 
as theirs, J would fainc do as well as the beſt, Carnall 
but J cannet ; O if God would inable mee, wen ex- 
| would. O beloved, take heed of theſe con- cuſe them. 
ceits, for yee caſt all the blame upon God; wher- po 
as the blame is in your ſelves, yee would not be jg = ap 
inabled. ] tay yee caſt all the blame upon gag. 
God, | 

Furft, becauſe yee caſt the blame upon nature, 1 Domes. 
its my nature, and ] cannot; | would, but its 
my nature and I cannot. Thou layeft the 
blame upen thy Nate , - and therefore thou 
caſteſt the blame upon Ged for not helping thee 
toa better nature ;" it is God that juſtly aeter- 
mines mens natures. Ones: nature is morec 


lerick. 


2Demor. 
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lerick, anothers more fearfull, agothers mare 
lazy, anothers more luſttull, Doſt thou lay 
the blame upon nature, my nature is more 
ſubjeX tocholer, and wrath ? Alas, thou lay- 
eftblame upon God, For its hee that diſpo- 
ſethof m2ns natures ; and therefore, thou 
takeſt parc with thoſe wretches that faid, why 
haſt thow made mce thus ? Rom. 9. 20, thou 
layeſtthe blame upon God, J would not do 
thus, but onely 'tis my nature, and ] can- 
not helpe it. No. And wik thou lay the 
blameupon Sod ? No,no ; thisis thy n1- 
ture and thou art contented with this na- 
rure. p ; 

Secondly, Thow doft caſt the blame upon temp- 
tations, it is my hard hap to fall upon tempta- 
tions. } was, tempted: er F would not have 
doneit ; this is tocaſt the blame upon God 
too, for it is his providence to order temptations. 
Such and ſuch temptations for one man; tuch 
and iuch for another, fuch now aad 1tuch 
then, Its the provid:nce of Go4 that dilpo- 
ſeth which and which temptations every man 
ſhull haye. Qane ſhall haye tem>:ations to 
Pcid?, another t2mptations to Wrath, ano- 
ther to Reveng2 an>ther to Coverzoulneſſe. 
Its true ; God temapteth ns man, but hee orders 


the tenaptations of men. Let n» mn ſay h:e ic 


temgpted of Goa, for God tempteth n1 man. No, 
eycry mia 15:2mp:el1 to finns by his owne 
luls, Taus thou wouldt fay ifthau wert 
hum?leJ;but thou layzſt ch: blam2 up3a God ; 
it was lang of tem: won thr: Idil it, This 
5as if tho4 ſhould& ſay 'twas long of God, 

| that 


al 
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that Jdid nt, becauſe *twas Gods © providence 
_ ſuffered theſe temptations to bee layd for 
thee. 

Thirdly, becauſe thou laveſt the blame upou 3 Demep. 
. the times, the times are very bad. J would not 
goe in this faſhion, bur onely that the times 
requireit, J would be moregiven to faſt 

and repeating the Word, &c. } would wil- 
lingly be more forward th:n ] :m, but the 
times are very bad ;Thzs,s ro lay the blame upon 
God tos, for God ſetteth every mans time. If 
had beene in Chriffs time. or Pauls time, or 
Cueene Elezabeths time, J would haye done 
thus and thus. Thou layeſt the blame upon 
God, for God ſetteth eyery mans time; When 
God from eternity made his common place- 
Books of all the whole World, hee appointed 
ſuch and ſuch to live firſt, ſuch next, and ſuch 
laſt ; Suchand. ſuch to live here, and ſuch 
there; Such at Rochford, and ſuchat Londen; 1o 
fayes the Apoſtle, hee hath made of one bloud all 
Nations of men. ts dwell on all the face of the 
Earth; and hath determined the times before ap 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitations, AQ. . 
17.26. marke, hec hath appointed the times. 
and the places. The times when they ſhall 
live, and the places where. God ſetteth mens 
times ; and therefore thou which layeſt the 
blame upon 'the times, laycſt the blame upon 
God, GEE | | 
: Fourthly, becauſe thou layeſt the b/ame wp- 4Demuev. 
, 


g2 


n this Commandement, if it were any (om- 


andement but this, F would do it ; Butthis J 


AL 


cannot do ; if it wereaty other ifttjury bur 
5, 


92 


wrilfull Tmpenttency, 
this, #ny diſgrace but this,  J would willingly 
pft.it up, bar F cannot put up this ; if ic were 


_ any duty but this; F would doe any thing but 


this, bur-to root out all diforders out of my 
houfe alas F' cannot doe this, F cannot'liye, as 
oood keepe no Inne at all, as not ſufftr mento 
call for what they would, Þ cannot doe this ; 
this u to caſt the blame #po): God too , that hee 


ſhould make ſuch a Commandment is this, he 


ſhould have done well to have made-arother 
Law , and petitied another Goſpell, and then } 
would haye kept it : thou layeſt the blame u 

on God for it is God that made all thele com- 
mandments , theſe ate the commandments. of 
the Lord, Dent. 6.1. The Lord made all the 


 Commaniiments, and this too , and therefore if - 


thou layeſt the blame upon this, thou layeſt the 
blame upon God. | wy 


5 Demon, Fifthly, becauſe thou layeft the b/ame wpor ill 


Note. 


fortune and bad lacks, it was my ill fortune to 
marry a fhteiy , and Þ cannot bur fret and lie 
out of doares, Alas, marriages are made in hea- 


ven,and God hath decreed them;chus thou lay- . 


eft the blame upot God, *twas my ilI fortune 
to milcarty, to light upon ſuch a companion, 
to be ſo overtakeh as J was, J would willingly 
have had'iitts haye becne otherwiſe, but J had 
not the lucke of it, and it fell out very unlucki- 


ly; thusthou cetnmiteeſt two evils, :hox play- 
eft the Atheiſt m ſpeaking of fortune, ke them 

** inthe Ffopnet, that pitpared a cable for fortune | 
as the word fignifies, Eſxy 65. 1-1. " Fay thou | 
commaitteſt: two evils , one” in calling it For-_ 


rune, the other, thou [ayelt the blame upon 
= God, 


the groſoeſt Selfe. murder. 9:3, 
God, for that which thou profoundly. calleſt 


fortune and lucke, it's $570 mn xg2 Jatyuwr. w7o?, Wo 
ſayes Ariſtotle, the very Heathen ix able totell |. cn 
it 5 God, and the Scripture puts it for Gods pro= forcune, is 


| widence ; andtherefore when thou layeſt the Gods pre- 


— 


rhou canlt. neyer be humbled as long as thou 
pleadeſt on this wiſe before God. J would ye- 
ry willingly, but J cannot : I ſay thoy canſt ne- 


upon God. [ndeed a child of Ged, that. of unwil- 
ling is made willing he may plead a canot. before 


can't humble my proud heart, nor , crucifie this 
child of God that is ſincerely willing to do it, 
may plead a cannot before Chriſt ; nay Chriſt 


his fromiſe canne where, be. applied, our 


giveth power to the faint, ro hina that hath no 
might J will inereaſe firength, ſay, 40.29- 


heart and cannot pull it up, ftrivinganden- 


Bing at that which it cannot, As ye know twil 
make,any man faint to be tuggingat a mil- 


 [one, which he cannor pull up, When the foul. 


lies thus at a cannot, ] will give power fayes. 


Chriſt, though it haye no ſtrength, J will ina- 


Chraſt without laying the blame upon Ged.Lord, L 


deayouring and uling all holy means and. 
cannot, its even faint with pulling, and tug- 


blame upon iJl fortune, thou layeſt the blame Ye 
. upon God, 1ſothat hence yee may ſee, that 


ver be humbled, becauſe this is to. lay the blame - 


bewitching luſt of mine, Lord }, am not able. 
todo it, ] beſeech thee to helpe me. Jaya. 


where the toule can truly plead a carnot. He: 


! 


when the foule hes tugging and pullingathis. 


-” 


.Þlet : a child of God that is willing may pleaae 


 Pramet, without laying the blame upon Ged, but 


then 


welfall Tmpenttency, 
then he humbles his ſoulc for all his former will 
yots. nay for his too too many will nets for the 
preſent, But thou canſt never be humbled while 
thou livcſt, if thou plead@ thus a cannot, be- 
cauſe thou layeſt the blame upon God, 


Nay fxtiily, thoucanſt not be humbled be-. 


cauſe thou dott not onely lay the blame upon 
Ged for thy finncs, but thou findeſt fault with 
all Gods proceedings; it is as if thou ſhouldeſt 
fay, why does he bid me repent when he knowes I 
earmot ? Why does he ye complaine ? Rome.g. 
19. he knowes that I cannot, why does he 
woee me to do that which cannot ? or pro- 


mile me bleflings it ] doe, when he knowes that 


þcatnot ? why does he helpe meto more and 
more knoweldge ? he dozs but hut ine with 
knowledge, and make my finnes to be worle, 
which ] cannot forſake, My finres are now 
againft knowledge, and Miniſters tell me that 
is worſe ; this is all that J get by your prea- 
Ching ; nay thou findeſt fault with all Gods 
corrections : why does he pumiſh' me for not 
doing of that which J cannot ? thus thou art 
far from being humbled ; the truth is, thou 
mighteft get a great deale by knowledge, by 


exhortations, and reproofes, and corrections, 


but thou wilt not : is it not eaſier to leave a 
finne when thou knoweſt ir, then when thou 
art ignorafit of it ? to be moyed when thou 
art exhorted, then when thou art fniot admo- 


niſhed atall ? to forfake a finfull courſe when' 
once God hath imbittered it to thy fleſh by 


corre&ions, ther when it was (weet ? is it not 


eafierto give over drunketinefſe, when thy ex- 
ceſle 
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ceſle is bitter to thy Komacke, then when it 
was pleaſant ? fo it is with eyery otherfſinne, 
thou wightlt get a great deale of God by every 


one of Gods dealings, but thou wilt not, 


ſhould you be ſtricken any more ? yee will revolt 
mere and more, Eſay.1.5, Yee will layes God, 
this is Gods language ke finds fault with thy 
will, but thou findſt fault with his will ; why 
oes he {ſmite me more and more, | cannot bur 
revolt ? Jcannotdoe as he would have mee ; 
may be thy luſts aremore mannerly then to 
ſay thus 5 burtthis ſecret grumbling is in thee, 
if thou fayeſt that thou {tickeſt at a cannot, 
and therefore thou canſt not be humbled, Ce 
Jntte ſecond place, if it be thus, the reaſon ywh;ch 
why thou doftnot amend, is not becauſe thou diſcovers 


canſt not, but becauſe thou wilt not, the hearts 
geceitful- 
nclic. 


See here then the deceit of thy heart. 


If God would give me grace, ] would wil- 
lingly doe any thing ; thisis norhing but the 
deceitfulneſle of thy heart, which is deceitfull a- 


bove all things. For thy heart does but here [ye Jer.17.9. 


wntoGod ; | would very faine, if God would 
inable me; thou lyeſt; God knowes it is not lo » 
like the wilfall Jewes, they would be Gods 
people, they would ſtay themſelves upon God; 
God tels them in effe&t they lyed, 1 knew thow 


wert obſtinate, and thy necks an iron finew,and 


"| thy brow brafſe, Iſay. 43.4 wouldeſt thou be- 


| leive mee ? no, no, I know thou art ob/tinate 


and will net ; fo God knowes thou art obſti- 
nate, J cannot ſee this is @ finne to ſay _ 
an 


Wilfall tmpenitency, ' 


and troth, I cannot ſee *cis a finne not to pray 
daily in iny family, not ro repe2:e the ſermon 
every Sabboth : IfT could ſec it were a finne J 
would mend it ; no no, tho! lyeft to God, 
thou art obſtinate and tho wor!de ſt rot have it 
4 finne, and thou wilt not belcive it, and it thou 
did{t know itto be one, thou wouldelt not re- 

orme \t. | | 

Secondly, hereby thou dodgeſt with God, and 
thou tempteſt the Lord. If God would give me 
grace ] would doe it; this is nothing but dal- 
lying and trifling with the Lord ; tor why 
doſt thou not {ſet about it and try every day 
what thou canſt doe ? If God would but quic- 
ken me and perſwade me, and compel me, and 
inable me, Þ would doeit. Alas chon dedgeſt 

with God as the people intþe Goſpel, if he will 
come downe from the Croſſe we will beleive in 
bim, Afat.27.42. they had no will to beleive 
in him, this was nothing but dodging : Chr? 
had done enough for them to make them believe, 
ifthey had any ſuch will, and this was nothing 
but a pretence of their deceitfull hearr, 

Thirdly, hereby thon ſhuffleſt off the word, 
when thou haſt heard it, God give me oraceto 
do fo as he hath taught methis day, alas F can- 
not my ſclte, God give megrace, and fo ſhut- 
fleſt it off, and think'ft no more of it : like 
( thoſe you call) godfathers iti ſome places, as 
Jootras eyer they are charged at the Font to' 
looke to the child, and fee him brought up itt 
religion, they prefently goe and put off the 
charge on the Father, I pray you take the charge 


upon you : ſathou /ayeſt the charge at Gods| 


aoore, 
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avere, when God gives thee-any duty in charge, 
thou layeſt it at his doore, as though it ſtacke 
there, and there thou lettelt it lie, ao: lerting 
about it todoceit ; God give me grace, reper- 
tance # bu gift, and it he doe not give it, J cahi- 
not repent, } would bur }J cannot, if he doe not 
give it : the ſpeech 15 very Food and becomes 2 
godly foule that makes conſcience of 'che 
meanes to lay it, bur this is thy ſhuffling to 

lay it at Gods doore, as though i tuck there ; 

God tels thee plainly it does not ſticke at him, 
he would have all to cone wuto repevinyre, 
2, Pet.3.9. but thou wilt not come. and this 
is the deceit of thy heart to ſhuMe ir from 

thee, ES 
In the third place, is it io, that the reaſon 37Je- 
why thou doſt not amend, is not becaule thou 

canſt not, but onely becaule thou wilt not ? 
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Oh then my Brethren learn to be humbled. 


This peints Calls for great humiliation. 


| p 
Fir, here lies eſpecially rhe pride of - the dl E 
heart, net if mens cannotsbutthew will wots ; humilia- 


when 2 foule does whatſoeyec it can, reformes tion. 
2s much as & Can, uſes as matty meanhes as it 


-can, ind as often as it can, this is not a projd 
bunre © biit a progd heart is that eſpecially whith 
ſhkekeK at 4595/1 93. If ye will not heare; my 
'| fonte ſhall were in ſecrer plates for jour prille, 


Fer.13-17. rmarke, for 'yout pride, if you will 
367, he does hot fay if you cathor, my foule 
(hall weepe for your pride, if ye ſtick at a can- 
9:3 H not, 


Ww ilfull Impenttency, 


not, but if yce {t:ck at a will not ; do not thinks 
this print does lift up mens wills, no, this point 
docs as much beat ar the humbling of che will, 
as any poiut under heaven ; for here lies all the 
pride of the will, and therefore here yee mult be 
humbled. | 
Secondly, here lies eſpecially the bardning 
of the heart : when a man ſtickes at a cannot, he 
does. not more and more haxden his, heart, but 
onely ftickes at the ſame hardnefſe he had. Be- 
loved, thoy doſt then harden thy heart when thou 


wilt not obey, and therefore here's moſt need of = 


thy humbliocg, to be humbled for t& y will-nots ; 
its faid of Pharaoh he hardned hw heart, Exod, 
9434+ what followes ? He would wot let the chil- 
Arenof Tfrael goe : thy will nots thele are they 
that harden thy heart ; doeſt thou complaine 
of the. hardneſſe of thy heart ? O goe and 
humbl= chy foule for thy will nots, theſe are 
the hardners of thy heart, nay let me tell thee, 
_ thou haft no hardneſſe of heart, no morethen an 


infant or a babe, but onely that, which thy will 


.nots have made thie, and therefore thou haſt 
ereat\ reaſon to be humbled. .for thy wall 
nots. 

- Thirdly, here lies cſpecially the //abbory- 
- #eſſe of the heart; when a child that is comman- 
, ded by his Parent to 'obey Rtickes at a cannot, 
he obcyes as farre as.he can, but onely he ſticks 
at a cannot, he is not ſtubborne -;.- fubbornneſſe, 
%s when one ftickes at awill not ; if q man hayea 
. finbborne ſornse which will not obey the voice of 
#4 Father, Dent.21.18, fo here lies eſpecially 
| the 


— 


the groſſe# Selfe-marder, 


here's moſt humiliation required. 

Fourthly, here lies the greateſt deſþ:/ings of 
the Commandments of God ;-' authority is never 
lo much defpiled as when men will nor ſubmit 
tolt: 2 father's deſpiſed when a lonne will not 
heare him ; and a maſter's deſpiſed when his iere 
vant will nor do as he bids him; nay com- 
anandment cannot be deſpiſed but by will nots;it 
may be omitted, and not obeyed by cannots, bunit 
cannot be detpiſed but by. will nots ; if yee 
ſhall deſpiſe my ftatutes,ſo that ye wil) not Ho all 
%) commandments, (3c. Levit.26.15. Owhat 
niinite reaſon haſt thou tobe humbled, that 


men ſhould delpiſe him;he can put up any = 
ther wrong rather thca this, that men ſhould 
deſpile him : but tobe fleighted and deſpited 
he will not, cannet endure it, For three tranſs 
greſſions of Judah, and for fogre I will not turne 
away the pager thereof, becaule they hawe 
deſpiſed the law of the Lord, Amos.1.4. he will 
not turne away the puniſhment of this ſinnhe, 
when men do deſpiſe him | 
then haſt thon co be humbled under thy will 
not, thou deſpiſeſt the commandment. at 


- - oy 


fach mercy as this to ſhew metcy ra'the wilfgll: 
O woetull ſoule, be his milery 'hneyer 1o great, 
hee's not the fit objeR of mercy*%;- for though 


its 


the ſtubboraeneſſe of thy heart, and therefore 


deſpiteſt the Lord? He cannot endure that 


- what infinite need . 


\ | 
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"Here's a word to you that are godly ; O' what 4 yic;. 

mercy hath. the Lord ſheied to you, and/how To ke 
7 | x | : s 4nNK- 

ought you to be thankfulf' ! 'neyer was there CE OS 


the godlye 


miſery be.mercies objett yet joys d wth wilfulnes Now. 
H 2 


V{e. 
A = your wiltullnefſe till; is it ſo that yee ſticke 
ble Itemto ara will not ? then be exhorted to be much 1n 


er ire .abafing your ſelyes before the: Lord : yout 
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it's not tobe pittied : you havebeen' as wil- 
full as any, all cutout ofthe tame rocke ; the 
Lord: hath not onely helpt you to mercy and 
grace, but alfo, toa will te take it. When Lot 
was unwilling to goe out of Sodome, the Lord 
TFookg him by the arme. and carried him perforce; 
how now fee how the Text expreſles ic : the 


Angels tooke hold of his hand, the Lord being 


mercifull unto him, and they brought him forth, 
Gen.19.16. As if he ſhould ſay, would you 
faine {tay ? you ſhall not; would you ſtand lin- 
gringto be conſumed with' fire and brim- 
Kone ? you ſhallnot - the Lord was mereifall 
to him whether he would or 20: So you had no 
mercy cn your felyes, bucthe Lord had ; yee 
were wilfull againſt mercy, and the Lord f4ſ- 
ed Mercy 0 You, whether you would or no - He 
commanded his loving kindeſſe, Pſalm. 42.8, 
g9e Mercy and ſeize on thein, goe /oving kind- 
efſe, and make them takg yee ; not as though 
God converted you againſt your wills : tor 
when hee converted you, your utwillingneſk 
was taken away ; buthe made you of u-wil- 
ling, willing. Ohthe infinite mercy of God, 
= the infinite cauſe you haye to be thanke- 
all. | | 

In the fifth place, to you. that ſtand out in 


toutneſle is intolerable, that you dare ſet #9 
'the briars and thernes againff God in battle ; 
down with them and be wile : you harden your 


own 


| which yee are not cleanſed to this day 


the  grofſes# Selfe-murder, 
own hearts, and diſable your ſelyes more "y 
more for repetiting of ir; ye deſpiic the Lords 
name by the ſtubbornneſſe of your froward 


will, you can never be ſaved except your wills 


ſtoop : before Chre/t will meddle with 4 ſoule, 
bee'l firſt asks, art thog willing ? as he ask*d-thes 
blind man, what wilt thou that | doe untothee ? 
Lord faies he that J may receive my light, Luk, 
18.41. Sothe firſt queſtion he p:its to thee is, 
what wilt thou ? Lord that ] may be humble, 
conyerted, purged : if thou beeſt willfull, 


(-Þ 4 


though he neyer take thee in hand, but leave pfa1.vi oh 


thee to thy ſelie, he will be juſtified in thine 
eternall confuſion. 


Firſt, Is it 220t enough that thou haſt willingly Conſider. 


fallenin Adam, but thou muſt willingly ſtand 
og againe ? Godnow callsthee to means of 
grace, thou haſt ſtood out once already, and 
wilt thou be wiltull to ſtand out againe ? 'as 
Iſrael, though in a miſtake, faid to. their bre- 
thren, is the in/quity of Peor too little for us ; 
from the which we are not ' cleanſed to this 
day ? but that yee muſt turne away this day tas? 
Toſh. 12.17. Somay Jay, is your willing 
apoſtacy in Adam too little for you, rom == 
© DUC 
yeemuft willingly Rtand' out againft Chriſt 
too ? 2 

Secondly, conſider the very Saintsof God 


that have not halfe ſa many will nots as you, that 
fticke more truly at 4 cannet ;_ F would doethe 


the yery Saihts of 
le themfilyes every 
day : 


God they hbour to hu 


goed but I cannot. J tay 
H 3 
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day: O wretched manthat I azs ſayes Paul, Roms. 
7.24. does Paul cry out, Oh wretched man. 


that-I am? he wasa Saint of Ged, and heire of 
heaven, and ſure of bliſſe.;' does he cry out of 


himiclfe, that he was wretched ? oh what in- 


finite need then haſt thou to be humbled ! 
Thou art yet a child of hell, and heire of dam- 
nation, wilfull in thy finnes to this houre, Oh 
wretched man that [ amt | 

Thirdly, conſider the more ſoamefull ones 
ſinne #5, the more reaſon ta be h;ambled; thy ſinne 


is molt ſhametull ; tor thou nn” av lelte, | 


they have corrupted themſelves, Deut. 32. 5.10 
thou corrupteft thy ſelfe, thy will corrupteth 
it lelfe. 

: Nay fourthly, conſider ther's wo greater ſt,4me 
then to wake away ones ſelfe ; thou deftroyeftty 
ſelfe ; Oh Iſrael thou haſt deffroy'd thy ſelfe. 

Hol. 3. 5. More credit to be ſtab'd by the high way, nay 
more ctcdit to be hanged on a Patibulum as 

a Malefattor, then to murder ones ſelfe. Put 

him into a hole, drive a ſtake through his 

body, ſet a Monument of ſhame on hum. (I 

do not know whether it be ſo among you, but ) 

it is {o in ſome places, when a man murders 
himlelfe. Sothou doft murder thy ſelfe, nay 

Wilfull dic MOre thy beſt ſelfe ; thau makeſt away thy ſoule. 
obedience Be vext then with thy wicked will, what a 
is ſoule- madde man am I ? I will havethis luſt, and 
mu:dur. * | will have that paſſion, like the people, wee 
ENS will have a King ever us; no {ayes Samne!, the 
12 Lord your God, u your King; nay but wee will 
bave a King.. Sothou art wiltull, and thou 

E 2 Sd | wilt 


| "8. RENT” | 
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wilt de thus ; Oh do not do i, the Lord hath 
forbidden thee ? Nay but Jwilldo it. Thus 
thou art wilfull, and thou wilt to Hell ; vyex 
thine owne heart with this. When a wilfwull 
Halefattor , eomes afterwards to know that 
if hee had not bcene wiltull . the judge world 
haye ſaved him, Oh how w2!/ it vex bins ! hee 
could eyen rend his owne haire and teare his 
owne fleſh, what a madde man was I ! I for- 
ſooke mine own Clergy. , fo theu for- 
ſakelt thine owne Clergy, thinc owne mercy ; 
they that obſerve lying vanities forſake their 
owne mercy, Jonah 2. 8, vexe thige owne 
heart with it, ſay ] bave fortaken mine owne 
mercy. 

Fifthly, conſider if you would but vex your 
owne ſoules with this ſertous conſideration, it 
would make you kick your /uft under feote, and 
cry out upon them , out upon you, get yee 
hence, as they cryed out . up-n their Idols, 
Eſay 0.22. get yee hence, get yec hence; here 
is No entertainment for you from henceforth, 
I forſake mine owne metcy as long as I keepe 
you. 


| Having ſhewed you that except your beliefe of 
© this point be rooted in your hearts, yee 
can never be humbled ; 


| 35 becauſe hereby you excuſe your ſelves 
L from all your tranſgreſſions be fides origi- 


wall. 
H 4 Nay 
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Nay ſecondly, yee excuſe your lelyes for your 
eriginall fin tos. 
Nay thirdly, you make all your ſianes to 
be nathing bur infirmities, invincible imfirmi- 
Mes, 

Nay fourthly, you commend your ſelves mare 

4 


God. | 
Nay fifthly, you block up the way ta the throne 
of grace. 
Nay fixthly, you caſt all the blame wpon 
God. 
Full, becauſe you lay the 6/ame upon na- 
IKYe., 
Secondly, becauſe you caft the blame 07: tempp- 
tations 
Thixdly, becauſe you lay the blame 8» the 
HImes . | 
Fourthly, becauſe you lay the blame upenthe 
Commandement. 
Nay feventhly, you finde fault with all the 
dealings of Ged. 
_ Ohtake hced then oftlele baſe pleas and 
pretences ; for | | 
That J may interpoſe foure or fiye particu- 
Jars unnamed. 
Firſt, this ſame pleading is the caute why 


youare lazy and. idle in the uſe ofthe meanes ; 


namely becauſe yer ſuffer your bearts teplead, 
Oh wee cannot dothus, We-cannot beat : 
this evill ; why did the nnjuft Steward refuſe 
honeſt labour to worke for his livigg. 7 can 
wet digge ſages hee, Luke 16.3. therefore hge 

refuſed to labour ; fothis is the cauſe why yee 


pray 


Q, ay , a ha ks Ps PINS 
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pray a9 more, and reforme no more, &c, Yee 
tet your hearts thus to pleade, Jcatnotdou ; 
This s the reaſon why yecare backward to 
labour ; how know yec what may bedoneif 
yee would buckle to labour? but alas, F canme 
det ſay you ; and therefore yee are dead and 
dull. atd iſh to every g00d Ordinance, 
Shake off thele lazy bearted pleas, otherwiſe 
yee'l never buckle 5o labour. 

Secondly, this ſame pleading brings up an ill 
report x02 piety and godlineſſe ; generally men 
thinke religion is ſo irckſome, and holinefſe is 
impoſſible. Wee cannot be Saints, and wee 
are not able to be ſo holy ; theſe _ bring 
att evill report on Religion, Likethe ſpies that 
brought an evill report upen Canmar. Nuns. 
13-23. What ſayes the Text inthe verle go- 
ing before 2 webe not ableto get it, rig 6 
yerſe 37, this madethe reſt of the pag ths 
hardly of their going inte Canaan ; they gene- 
rally thought is was to very littleend. Oh 
they were notable to winne it ; fo yeebring 
an evil, reportuponn the Heavenly Canaan, the 
fleſh is too ftrong, the divell too flrong, tenap» 


tations.too ſtrong, and its impoſſible to grap= 


ple with themall, wee are -not able to get 
maſtery. Þ ſay this brings up an evill report 
oft Religion, yee diſcourage one another. 
| cannot get quiekning, and. ] cannot deny _ 
ſelfe. Yec bring up an evill report upon theſe 
duties, and yecare guilty of theevill report 
that goes up and down. | 
 Thudly, this ſame pleading us 4 murmuring 
again 


Ie5 


- & 
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againſf God. q.d. why dees God give wee ſuch 
Commandements, that 1 sarnet obſerve ? Why 
docs he charge mee to'root aut a luſt that I can- 
not root out ? this is-to murmur againſt God, 
Like thaſe murmuring Diſciples in the Goſpel!, 
when they were- told they muſt feed upon 
Chriſt, and as the body teeds upen meate, 1o 
your foulss muſt feede upon Chriſt ; this isa hard 
ſaying, who can heare & {ay they ? Chriſt cox- 
ftrned this tpeech to be murmaring, Joh.6.60, 
61. Weecannot do this, and this. is ſo hard 
we arc not able todo it. ' The Text fayes it 
was murmuring , when Jeſus knew in himſelfe 
that his Diſciples murmured at it ; that plead- 
ing of 2 cannot Was 4 murmmuring, So when 
thou grumbleſt on this manner J cangot walk 
thus, | cannot believe thus, &e., this is to mur- 
muragainſt God, nay this will bring thee to 
Apoſtacy at laſt, if thou ſuffer thy heart to 

lead thus. May be now thou art a forward, 
profeſlor ,-yet beeſt thou never ſo forward 
and favoureſt any luſt, and Þ cannot give it 0- 
ver, ] cannot root '1t out, &c, J fay this will 
breake thy neck at the aft, if thou doft not 
looketo it. ' So it was with thoſe foreaamed 
Diſciples, they were very forward Profeſfors, 
for they were the Diſciples of Chriſt {ayes the 
Text ; yet thoſe Diſciples, they went away back, 
and walked ns more with Chriſt, ver(.66. their 
pleading of their canfots, draye them- to 
Apoftacy ; they went away back. So thou wilt 
goe away back, and fall'inzo Apoſtaty it thou 
ſuffer thy heart to ſtand pleading of cannots in 


thu manner. Fourthly, 


DS 
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_ Fourtkly, this is the ſaw/ieft excuſe of all 


excuſes, nany ſinners <xcuſe their own.felves 
but-there 1s more mannerlineſſs in all their ex- 
cuſes ; 1 pray thee have mee excuſed ſayes one, 
} have bought five yoaks of Oxen, and Ipray 
thee bave mee exeuſed ; layes the other, / | 
berught a purchaſe , pray thee haye mee excu-= 
ſed. | Theſe though wretched excuſers and 
turned our from all mercy, yet ' they were 
ſomewhat more m24nnerly hs J cannotcome, 
layeft thou ; J haye married a: Wife, and F 
canmot come, Luke 14.20, thisis a molt ſawcy 
excuſe, thou telleſt Chriſt in plaine termes, 
J cannot come, q.d. yee may eyen fave. your 
labour te invite, for this is ſhort and long, 
as Irs fay, J cannot come. This I put in only by 
the by. 

I "(AA you ſome of the deceits of the heart 
in pleading theſe cannots. | 
Firſt, How it /ies znto God. 

Secondly, how it da/lies with God. _ 

Thirdly, how hereby it puts off the word. 

And tlen I ſhewed you the :ſtrang rea- 
ſh we have to, be humbled under'theſe will- 
woo becaule heere Cheifly lies the pride of the 
heart not in ayers Cannots,but in their will-nots; 

13-17. | 
No_ here lies cbeifly the hardxing of the 
heart, Exod.9.34.3 5- | i 

Thirdly, here lies cheifly che ſ{xbbor neneſſe of 
the heart, Deut. 21.18, _ = 

Fourthly, here lies chiedy the gr eats ſt w/c 

'"y 
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ſing of the Conmandement: of God, Levit. 
26.15. { 

Fitthly, now to go oh, hece lies the reaſon 
why Dvvines ſay that the converſion of a ſimmer 
is a harder works thenthe Creation of Heaven 
and Earth ;, for thus they do reaſon. When 
God created Heavyen and Earth, hee had no- 
thimg to refift him ; as hee had nothing to 
helpe him, (he made all of gothing ) 1o he had 
nothing to relift hm, There was but ove 
difficulty in the creation of Heaven and Earth ; 
but in the converſion of a firmer there be two dif- 
fieulties. 

Firſt, here is the ſame difpculty that was in 
creation, for Gad makes aConvert of nothing ; 
he had nothing to helpe kim, tot one thought, 
not one defire, net ohe good inclination ; 
and therefore the Scripture calls it 4 new 
ereation ; wholoeyer is 1h Chriſt s a new crea- 
ture, 2 Cor.5.17. that is, iscreated a new. 
And therefore, there was nothing preixiſtent, 
no ot ove thought, all the ras A of men are 
onely evill, and that contingally. So there is th= 
fame difficulty,that was in the Creation of Hea- 
venand Earth ; and then 

Secondly, there is another difficulty more - 
then there was in the Creation ; for as there 
was nothing preixiſtene to helpe, ſo there was 
nething to vefiſt. But here is ſomething to reſiſt, 
the will it reſiſketh ; now the Camot does net 
ref. No, the beftowing of the new pomers i no 
wore then anather Creation. But the changing 
of the will is more them. anether Creation, far th 

| will 


Ia” *Y eG "— 


- —_— 


the grofieſt Selfe-murder. 


will it reſiſteth, yea and it ſats all the ſoule a re- 
ſting. Carnall reaton refiſteth, carnall de- 


fixes they refiſt, all che ſoule it reſifteth ; and 


the greateſt reſiſtance of all is the reſiſtance of 
the will ; for the will is the utmoſt firengrh of 
the foule. And therefore here lics the infinite 
difficulty of the conycrfion of a ſinner, name- 
ly in the turning of the will ; it requireth 
more power, then was required to the creati- 
on of Heayen and Earth. God put himalcltc 


forth more when | hee converteth a ſinner, - 


then when hee created a World; and there- 
fore the Scripture calles the day of corver/ier 
of mens wills, the day of hw power. Thy people 
ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, Piat.r 16 
3- Inthe day of thy power ; marke ; its cal- 
led a day of Gods power, wihen hee con- 
verteth a people to be. willing. : Why ? be- 


109 


cauſe the will did refiſt him ; »«y God had hu Note, 


owne ſelfe to reſiſt him, anger fieps in his way 
to refift him. Convert him not Lord, his 
wilfulnefle hath anger'd thee ; J«ſtiee ſept in 
to refit him, fave him not Lord; his finnes 
haye difhonoured thee. Nay, he: had his mer- 
cy to refiſt him ; wversy eps in, Lord hee hath 
abuſed nee, ſave him not. Indeed had a fin- 
ner yeilded as foone - as hee frnaned, merey 
would got refiſthim ; but mercy had been 
dealing with him; and kee abuſed all mercy. 
And therefore hee had mercy to reſiſt, nay 
and wiſdowe one would thinke-to reſiſt too, 
what a wilfull foole ?-pitty him not Lerd. There 
is no reaſon hee ſhould be pitied, if hee will 

periſh 


 Welfull Impenitency, 
periſh let him periſh. / ſay inthe converſion of 


4 ſinner, as there was tathing to aſſiſt him, ſo 
there was all to reſiſt. The will does refiſt him, 
nay God had himiclte as J may ſo ſpeake to 
reſiſt him ; yea, and metcy to reſiſt him; - it-was 
not ſo in the Creation of Heaven and Earth. 
The creature had never proveked God not to 
create it ; but the finer hath provoked God never 
to covert him, lo that now God mult haye po- 
wer over himſelfeif hee meane to convert him. 
Oh then what infinite reaſow haſt thou'to be 
humbled ; ' thou refifteſt God, as -Srepher told 
the Jewes, you have alwayes reſiſted the ' Holy 
Ghoft, Ats 7.51. io thou halt reſiſted Gods 
ſpirit , yea, thy will does refift him, and that 
is the ſtrongeft thing to refilt in the World, 
His word comes to convert, thee, afid thou 
dolt reſiſt his motions; his; mercics, | his cor- 
rections, his ordinances and 'all holy: meanes 
to Convert thee, thou dot. refſt them 3 nay 
his ſpirit contexdeth within thee, and thou dof 
reſt him. * <F$o 19a itt; 
] gave you five things to conſider, what it 2+ 
70 ſticke at yoar wil nots, 1 beſeech you Conhidecr 
yet further, [ . Thos 
Firſt, If you will. not, Gods, Miniſters have 
diſcharged their duties, and have left your blood 
0% your owne heads, they Cat goe no fiirther 
it you will not : the' Groome can but carry 
the Steed unto watering! as we ' ſay, if he; will 
not drinke he cannot helpe it ; fo- they;cin't 
helpe it, your-blood lies upon your owhe 
heads, they - haye dilcharged their - duties. 
When 
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When Abrahams ſervant .objefted, and how if 
the womary will not ? Abraham heaniwers, 
if the woman will notbe willing, them. tho 
(ſhalt be eleare from my oath. Gen. 24.8. So 
Lord, how if they will ' not ? may we lay, nay 
if thay will not, let' them chuſe, thou - art 
Cleare 3 the Lord hath{worne us to preach, 
and teach, and exhort, and reproye,.and 1n- 
vite you to grace ; but. it we doe1o, and you 
will net, we-can't helpe it, your 6/089 x5 07 your 
owne heads ; wee have diſcharged our oath and 
our duty, we would be glad that you would ; 
but if now- you will not, we haye diicharged 
our duties, - Nay, FEB 

Secondly. if you willi not, the Gofpet bath 
delivered its errand, yee ave guilty of:y owr-awne 
everlaſting perdition ; \the Goipel hath delive- 
red; its meſſage, and- this is the meflage, 
Wheſoever will, let: bim take of | the' water 
of life freely, Revelat.-21,'77, This meſlage 
bath. been delivered to y6u.often ; :5t1 the /aft 


- 
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exbortation'in the whats Bible : like one inthe NY'*: 


evening of the market, he'1s. eyen aboutto Ake 


.downe his ſtanding }- have told-you-my lo= 


welt price, if you will have it, take it; if: not, 
chuſe,: Þ muſt be gone. ::So this is the:exid. of 
Gods borke ; as it he ſhould tay, ] amevenz 
cloſing: up my bocke; ſpeake; quickly, if! yee 
will, come, and welcomt ;- but it not Jamgone, 
If yer-you will not, you 'will not ſubmit; nay 
but. you will have. your-tuſts, and your+ſto- 
mackes will. not come dowre, you will 'not 
ſtirre a jot: beyond your painted civility _- 

Ole 
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formality ; you will not-be more conſtiona- 
ble then you haye been, nor frequent holy 
duties more then you haye done : nor 
more holinefſe then you have done, ther 
sf Will will have will, Will muſt winne woe ; 
Ig hath delivered its meflage, 
2 3 

Thirdly, if you will not ; che bio0d of Jeſus 
Chrift hath done that it came for: ut came to ten- 
der you mercy upon very eaſie terwes;to offer you 


ceand pardon, and talyation and Heayen, | 


and all upon very freecoſt. If you had rather 
that inns ſhould be your maſter , then that 
Chriſt ſhould be your maſter ; if you will not 
hearken and obey, ſay the blood of Chriſt 
hath done that which itcame for ; and your 
fonles ſhall know yee ſhall be worſe offered © you 
have knowledge ofthe truth, Chrift hath of- 
fered you very faire, and you catinot but know 
i, and yet you will not ſubmic co it ; afſure 
your ſelyes you ſhall be worſe offered : for 
next to your will nets, comes Chrift leaving you 
deſolate.As Chriſt to/d Jeruſalem, I would, but 
u would not ; what followes ? Behold your 
houſe i left unto you defolate, Mat. 14.37,38. 
So Chiift would, and you would not '; h 
he hath given you gracious offers, but you 
will not : therefore you may Took to be worſe 
offered, your foules to be deſolate, Nay, 
Fourthly, you will not, yee muvrdey your own 
fonles ; when a man hath murdred hiruſelfe, 
the Coroner comes and he does fit on him, and 
ke enquires and he examines, and- who hach 


mur- | 
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murthered this man ? and when hee finds that 
it was himſclte that did murther him , ſo hee 
concludes, and that man is branded for mur- 
thering of: himſelte 5 ſo you murther your 
@wne {oules. The Fewes therr ſoules were all 
wmurdrea; well,when the Coroner fate on them, 
he concluded they had murdred themſelves : 
O Iſrael then haſt deſtroyed thy ſelfe, Hoſ.1 9.9. 
So if the Coroner fit on thee, its moſt certain® 
he ſhall finde thou haſt murdred thine owne 
ſelte; O what a company of you is there, 
your ſoules are quite murdred ; one in one 
linne, another in another ; who hath mur- 
dredthele men ? net God, he was ready:to helpe 
them : ®notthe Miniſter, he did ule all meanes 
30 ſave they ; | e hath not becn wanting to 
teach them and exhort them. No, your own 
felves haye murdred your ſelycs ; you would be 
carnall, and you would be troud, and you would 
not lie dewne to the word : when the Coroner 
fits on you, he mult neceflarily conclude, you 
haye murdred your {elves ; your owne wils 
have condemned you. 

You remember what exhortations we gave 
you. As ever you regard mercy to humble 
your ſoules, we. told you the firſ® queſttor 
Chriff aches, 3s, if yee be willing, as he ask'd 
the blind man, what wilt thou? Lake.n8.41, 
if thou beeſt not willing, hee'l never take thee 
in hand : the ſubjetts of the kingdom of grace 
w-ſt be willing. Chriſt will neyer come into 
a ſoule, whenkia will may be affronted by a- 
aother ; Heaven cannet beare two ſunnes nor one 


I heart ques ſoles; 


Note. 


An awake 


Wilfell Impenittency, 
hearts two wills : ifthy will bs not crucified, 
and made agreeable to Chrifts, Chriſt cannot 
dwell in thy heart ; there would be two con- 
trary wills in one heart; andthis cantiot be : 
if Chriſt come; he will baye theſe and theſe 
lufts turned away, which thou wouldeſt faine 
keepe ; he will haye this done and that done, 
and thou wilt not : rwo comtrary wills gan ne- 
ver ſtand together. No, if thy will be contrary 
to Chriſt, C hriſts will, will be contrary to thine; 
if thy will be to doe that which will offend 
him , his Will will be to doe that which will 
yexe thee; If yee will walks contrary tame, E | 
will alſo walkg contrary to you, Levit.26.23,24+ 
No, no, your wills they muſt bow, or Chriſt 
will not take you in hand ; the will i the ge- 
nerall pre ſuppoſition of all the whole Goſpell : 
the ſumme ot the whole Goſpell is this, to de- 
ny a mans ſelfe and to take up Chriſts crofle 
and ſo follow him ; now ſce the will is preſup- 
porn as ready ; if any man will come after me, 
et him deny himſelfe,8&c. Luke 9. 323. ne're 2 
commandment of the Gelpcll, ne're a promile, 
ne're an cne paſſage but preſuppoſes the Will ; 
Chrift will aot open his mouth except thy wall 

be brought downe, 
A few words to you that are the redeemed of 


ning hint, ;þe Lord, and lo Jle make a concluſion of 
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Jeomed of #1l- J pray God imite home this point inta 


abe Lords your hearts ; for though your wills bee tamed 


and ſubdued in regard of the wicked; you doe 
not ſtand out as they doe, neyerthelefſe obs» 
frye you this point : there's many 4 Candr 
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avite that rexwaines fill in our boſomes, that we 
»ay thanks our owne wils for nt raoting out .\We 
dee not put our felyes torch ſo much as we 
might, nor labour in the Lord fo ſerioufly as 
we might, nor walk fo cloſe as we might ; oh 
beloyed thele thele lame wil nots de us all the 
miſchicfe that ever is done us. For 


Firſt, Vee never ſinne againſ} goſpel but onely Nec. 


pen wit ets ; indeed we /tmne againſt the /aw 
in every of owr camots, but we neyer finne a- 
gainſt the Goſpel, but onely in our wil nots. 
The goſpe/ requires nothing at « believer, but 
that which it gives him, and therefore we nc- 
ver linne againſt the goſpel, but one!y in our 
wil zets : thisis the yoice of the Goſpell tpn; 
$iay if afty man will, Toha. 7.17. Oh then 
tet us ſturre up our telves, ſhall weſinne again 
goſpel? and fin againft mercy ? 

Secondly, We can never d:ſpleaſe God b ut one- 
ly wpon wil nots, | ſpeakc onely upon Gods 
people ; we can neyer ſtains our acceptance 
with God, but onely in our wil nots ; though 


wa cannet but fiune in our prayers, but fingein 


our duties, butfin in every thing that we doe : 
et this does not ftaine aur acceprance with 
God, nor blemiſh i: one whit, when God hath 
our wil - for if there be a willing minde, i is 
arcepted acrarding tothat which a man hath,and 
uot according to that which a nan hath mt ,2 Cor. 
$.12. Bur when God would haye us mend 
this, and we will not ; and reforme that and 
we will not; we let ſecurity and ſloth breake 
into our wills, here and here onely doe wee 
53 | dif 
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dcefpleaſe our good God, this is a maine thing 
to conlider ; is there but one thing wherein 
we may diſpleate God, and ſhall we not take 
heed of that | 

Thirdly, Conſcience can never condemn. 1s 
but one: 'y upon wil zots ; when aehild of God 
ſinnes, and he cannot otherwiſe chooſe, his 
contcience can never condemne him. A child 
of Gods canots, be they never ſo mahy, nay 
it they were millions more then they are, they 
never hinder ſincerity ; ſincerity is rooted one- 
ly in the will, 1t 1s ozer wil not that us the breach 
of ſmeerity, and theretore here onely the cou- 
ſcience condemnes ; dees our conitience re- 

r2ach us in our Wayes ? ler us thanks our 
wil nots forthis ; have we litcle peace ? it is 
becauſe of the rebellion of our wil nots. Ah, ah, 
this is an infinite evill, tor it hinders our com» 
forts, it hinders our boldneſle of accefle to the 
threne of Gods orace, it hinders our pati- 
ence, and every gocd cuty, this does us in- 

finite hurt ; it (tbbes to the hear, and wounds 
our very toule, when aur conicicpce affor- 
deth lirtle peace, O it hindets very grievoully ; 
all this 18 long of qur w1/ mots, " becauſe wee 
will not be ſ carchull and 16 exeumipeR as 
we might, 

Fourthly, God can n.ver be angry with us 
but onely uponwil nots ; its true as long asa 
man is not in Chriſt, all the {core ſtands, and 
Gcd is angry for all ; but God is angry. for 
nothing but w1/ mots inks children, as "WNehe- 


miah [aies of Gods people in Judab, they would 
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| ot heare, therefore God gave them d inte the 
' bard of the poople of the land, Nehers. 9.30. 
God is not angry with his people for cangors, 
 butoenely for their wil nots ; it is for our wil- 
i nots that God does not ſo goe out with our 
Miniſters, hor ſo quicken his word to your 
hearts. It is for our wil nots that he threatens Naw, 
eur land, and beginnes to abridge us of our ſpiri= © 
twall food, and ſhewes eneinens fignes of hs: de- 
parting away from nm, ard are wee net even ſichs 
nts death for theſeWillnuats ? We complaine 
of our deadnefſe, and what trow wee is the 
cauſe , but our wil nots ? we complaine of. 
| our corruptions and of the leannels of our 
ſoules, and whom may we thanke, but our 
wil nots ? we might grow more thex we doe, 
what lets us, but our wil nots? What makes 
| ſome of usgoe downe the winde? as we fay ; 
but becauſe we will not ſtand oa our guards. 
Thele, theſe, brethren, thele wil nots of ours, 
are the reaſon why God # provoked againſt ns. 
O let us put forth our ſclyes , and ſhake of 
theſe wil nots, leaſt anger breake out, and 
there be no remedy ; for ones Crooked 
ſervant to be ſtubborne, it is bur his 
kinde : but for ones childe to 
be ſtubborne, this ar- 
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